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niSTBICT OF MJSS^CHmETTS^To wit. 

BE IT REMEMBERi:D,thaton the seventh day of 
October, in th|B thirty second year of the Independence of 
the United States of America, Oliver 8c Munrok, of the 
said District, have deposited in this Office, the Title of a 
Book, the Right whereof they cMm as Proprietors, in the 
words following— /o wit : 

« The History of Don FrdAdsco De Miranda's attempt 
to effect a Revolution in South America, in a Series of 
Letttfrs. Bf a gentleman who was ah officer «iM#er tllat 
generaU to his friend in the United States. To which are 
annexed, sketches of the Life of Miranda^ and geographical 
notices oi Caraccas. 

Thoughts tending Co amIlhlODithvy-doplot 

Vnlikely wondcrt* , ^ SaASk** t * 

In conlormity to the Act of the Cdngr'ifess of the United 
States, entitled. " An ^ctfe'r the Encouragement of Learn- 
ings by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts and Bookil* 
to the Authors and Proprietors of such Copies, during the 
times therein mentioned ;'* and also to an Act entitled^ 
•*An Act supplem'ehtary^ an Atn.^^n^itled An Act for the 
Encouragement of Learning, by securing the Copies of 
Maps, Chafts and^fiooks, to the^AiKhors atid Prd|Irietors 
of such Copies during the times therein mentioned ; and 
extending the benefits thereof to the , Arts of Designiag, 
Engraving ahd ttdKihg Hi^tbrit^krattid other Pflhts.*» 
WILLIAM S SHAW, 
X^krk of the District of Massachusettt^ 
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PREFACE- 



THE letters in this volume give an air 
count of the commencement^ progress and ter- 
mimUioH of Miranda's attempt to effect a revo^ 
l^tion in South America. The faults came with* 
in the observation of the writer^ or were obtain* 
ed by careful enquiry. In histoiy^ says a great 
rkoralist and critick, the whole should- be told. 
The auikor has told all that appeared to him ai 
once proper to be related and interesting to the 
reader. These letters were written for the in* 
formation of the author^ s friends and to assist 
hie own memory. After much deliberation and 
some dovbt^ he has been induced to commit them 
to the press. The expedition of Miranda ex» 
cited attention and expectation at the time and 
has not ceased to be a ssd^ect of speculation. It 
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X PREFACE. 

had a certain aspect upon our foreign relations^ 
and oeccmoned a discumon of much delicacy re-- 
9pectmg the conduct of the American govern^ 
ment. It may be of some use to the worlds thai 
the agency of Miranda in this enterprise should 
he detailed and the thipresston he made on the 
minds of his unfortunate followers should be 
known. By the disclosure cf thefacts^ the per^ 
sons concerned with him may hope to be con* 
sidered with more equity and perhaps more fa* 
vow J than they would ^nd^ if the pubUck opin* 
ion were Ifft to be formed by the fictions (f ru- 
mow and the exaggerations of ignorance. It 
is possible that its developement will create an 
interest in behalf rf that portion of Miranda^ s 
assodaies^ now suffering imprisonment or slav-^ 
ery in that country ^ where they dreamed they 
should et^oy, and communicate liberty 4 This 
enterprise and its incidents afford a curious eX" 
hibition of human nature. The boldness ^the 

* See an account of tbeir sUnatioo in I. H.Sherman^a pampUef 
printed in New- York by McTarlttM and Loaf. 
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PREFACE. xi 

design and the variaiums of forbme m iupro^ 
gress and execution ; the suffeiings and the 0C^ 
tions of the adventurers are not wholly unworthy 
iff the attention of those^ who wish to be in^ 
sfructed by a view of the obliquities of the h%^ 
man mind or amused by the perusal of eccen- 
trick adventures. 
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MIRAiSrbA^S EXI^EDITION. 



, tifeTTfeR I. 

Commencement qf the expedition.^Ship, and 
commander."— Author^s views and expecta^ 
tions in joining Miranda.^ — Supposed destina- 
tion. — Reasons for believing the enterprise 
sanctioned by the government of the United 
States. 

Ship Zeander, at Sea, Fe^. Sth, 1 806- 
Dear Friend, 

PUByCK rumour has probably given 
you «om€ information of a mysterious expedi- 
tion, said to be fitting out ^t New- York, under 
the auspices of a celebrated character. I have 
been persuaded by my friend Mn #Me**^if to 
comrhit ftiysetf to the chan<^esof ah enterprise, at 
once extraordinary and dangerous ; and to leave 
niy own country once more, hi hope of honour 
and it's rew^ardi Yoli may perhaps- fear that I 
have blpen seduced by the glitter of feiir prom- 
ises, or the allurements of novelty ; or promptcid 
by a spirit of adventure to speculate tod largely 
B 
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on 4kt fiEiyo\!ir9 of {6i:tuiie.. It may be sq ; but I 
have deliberated much on the subject,' and 
thbik I am justified in the resolution I have 
taken. I confess, however, that in forming it, 
the opinion of men^wfaosfs^vtunes and charac- 
ters are staked on the issue,had great authority • 
My new situation will . no' doubt fum* 
ish a variety of subjects and events for a 
Gorresponiderice, which I shall not neglect, be- 
^2^uic you have a claim to this attention ; and 
it will be no small consolation to keep you 
thus alive in memory during my absence. I 
propose to- ^ddr6sst6 you an account of all 
the interesting occurrences that m^y happen in 
this e^cpedition, remaining silent only when it 
shall be enjoinedbyanhonorableobligationyand 
choosing such A time for sen&ng my letters as 
prudence andre^rd to my duty shall point out. 
; Wetevctoeen out three days, the wind 
Mowing dKrd all the time, till wkhm two 
hours. Ibe^ my epist(4ary journal by in- 
fi>rmiifg yoa that the Leand^r is a ship of about 
Itwo hundred tons Iwi'deHy (K>mmsM^ed by 
capt. Thomas Lewis, who is reputed to be a 
min ofintrepidlty, alnd atliorough master of 
' his profession. He is smi to tiave proved his 
spirit and bravery on occasions, which putthem 
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to;thi$ t^Sty and his ^pCiaFa^ice and deportments 
are, in my ei^mfttioQi strong, indications of his 
posaeastng the character which r^eport, and his 
own slctions have established. From the little I 
have aeeh, I havig no doubt of his seamanship ; 
for I jioticehe managds the vessel with skill 
and ease ; and the ocean seems to be his ele- 
ment. There are nearly two hundred souls 
on board, so that as you may Conceive, wc are 
very much crowded, and on that account, but 
ill accommodated. 

You naturally inquire what is the object 
and destination of this ship ? what do we pro- 
pose and whither are we going ? I am un- 
€A>le to givea positive answer to eidieir of these, 
questions ; for only a few confidential persons 
concwned are let into the secret ; nor do I 
know the extent of that knowledge i^ting to 
it, that possibly might be obtained, were I to 
make it my business to importune for particu- 
lar information. I deem it proper at this mo- 
ment, to suffer my curiosity to remain .unsat- 
isfied till the period arrives, when inquiry vi^iU 
not be considered impertinent^ or an exposure 
of our plans and intentions impolitk^ Thid, I 
apprehend, wUl shortly be the caise. I for 
0ne^ afbd most others,.* have , fool^aii&e^ . upon 
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general information and assurances^ that mbre^ 
ahall be disclosed at a suitable season. Wc 
rely much on our leader and on those who r^^ 
OQmmended him to our c<mfidence. We know 
enough not to be smgry with ourselves for 
joining ^e Undertaking ; we imagine and 
conjecture much. Generally, I can say that 
we are Engaged in an expedition to some part 
of the Spanish dominions, probably in. South 
America, with a view to assist the inhabitants^ 
in throwing off the oppressive yoke of the pa- 
rent country ; and establishing a government 
for themselves, upon which we are told by our 
general they havje resolved ; and . for which 
he says they are entirely disposed and pre- 
pared. For this purpose the Leander was en- 
gaged and fitted out, as we understand, by the 
credit and funds of Don Francisco de Miran- 
da, the commander in chief of the expedition. 
The vessel is laden with arms of various de^ 
scriptions, ammunition, clothing, and ev^ry 
kind of military equipage necessary for a cam- 
paign. A number of Americans, some of them 
gentlemen, and persons of .good standing in 
society, though mostly, I believe, of crooked 
fortunes, have embarked. Few of us, before 
entering the jsfaip, saw our leader, biit liadour 
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c(miiminic£[tlofit; with ttios^, who- we*e bisv^* 
knowlodged :5^Ws^ mA^yQ(^i^* Wc have, 
as yet, made no d^fiftitef^gageflgien^ wA him* 
nor hcf with ua rand I pKes«ais, if^apc^far^ 
th^ insight intojthe ba^ej»9> or exp^i^nce 
of the service, we shall be dissatisfi^ed, we may, 
if we ple^s^, witMriw;; though it must be 
ODnfessed our des^icj, now We ' hdve pro- 
ceeded so far jare^seriously jbinedcWi^ those oC 
Miranda. Do you ask, whctbter.our taking a 
part in thb enterprise, cousiits: with oufcrela-: 
timt to our C9untry^ or with;morxd right, to 
say nothing jof common dascretion ? I hope it 
is inconsistent, with neither. I will pot say 
that Uiere are not? some of bur comiiany desper^ 
ate or base enough to disregard diese weighty 
considerations. Perhaps it is a matter of in^ 
difference to many of the volunteers in what 
caiose they act; if it do but promise them ah op^ 
portttnity of distinguishing themselves by mar- 
tial achievments,^ and afford a chance of ac- 
quiring some portion of the riches, supposed 
tobeui the hand* of unworthy possessors in 
itfie south. By Ihe issue of this undertaking 
4hey can hardly lose, and may gain. But the 
greater number of those who can reasonably 
look for high places^ ^or large i^molumcirt are 
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not desperadoes, though they are adventurers ; 
and although they are willing, from situation or 
temper, to try a bold and hazardous scheme^ 
it would be illiberal as wdt as :iiii}ust to infer 
that they would act an \mprincq>ledor dishon- 
ourable part. 

We are encouraged in the belief diat our 
government has given kd knplied sanction to 
this expedition, and this circumstance, taken in 
connexion with the official language of the 
President, and the know^^entiments of some 
of the poUtical p&tty thalt n^w prevails, leads 
us to suppose that our goVermment; eaipiects or 
intends, very sooii e^pli^itly to authorise. the 
use of force agaSiist S^in.'^^ . Under such im4 
pressions, we thinic we i^tall ik>t be catted to 
account as violating die paeifick rdatioiis ^ 
the United States. The project of appearing 
for the relief of the oppressed, under the ban* 
ners of a celebrated cBieJF, -who is said to be 
their greatest friend. and favoi*ite; of lending 
bur assistance to found an independent state, 
in extensive, fertile and jiopulouS' regions^ 
where the spirit of the people is crushed and ' 
the resources of nature are kejpt down by a 
vile colonial policy, presents itself to our ima* 
4i;tnations and hearts in the most attractive 
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light, and makes us rejoice that it has fallen t<^ 
our loty to attempt the deliverance of a large 
portion of our fellow mem We flatter our^ 
selves it is honourable and humane to be thus 
engaged ; still I am sensible that nothing 
short of complete success will ensure such a 
design the approbation of the mass of mankind. 
If we succeed^ our fame will take carepf itself. 
To quiet the revoltings of our humanity and 
satisfy us thai we are not going upon cruel 
work, we are told that a revolution can take 
place in the country proposed^ with little vio^ 
lenee smd peiimps without the loss. of much 
blood : the people are smd to be now awake 
to their sufferings, and inel'med and competent 
to remove thecause^as th? government b^ 
which Uiey are <:4>pressed is weak and inefficient* 
On this disposition of the inhabitants to join the 
standard of our leader in such numbers as to 
compel the few friends of the old order to make 
terms .without delay, we place pur expectations 
,Qf success. It is also intimated that 'we shall 
receive^ as far as occasion shall require, the 
countenance and coroperation of the Bifitish. 
After all, it must be ponfessed, we n>?iy be 
'* plucking a thousand dangers on pur heads ; V 
but, we presume our conductor knows what h? 
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is doing, and will lead us to gtcat exploits and 
splendid fortunes* 



LETTER II. 

Account of ' Miranda. — His age. — Leander 
spoken by the British Frigate Cleopatra^ and 
near being sent to Burmuda for trial. -^Sail- 
ors impressed. — Happy result. 

February 9ih^ 1806. 

GEN. MIRANDA has heretofore em: 
J^loyed, and sometimes agitated, the publickr 
mind. He bore a conspicuous part in the French 
army under Damourier, whom, it is said,' with 
what truth I know not, he used very ill. In 
the early period of the French revohitibn, he is 
mentioned both with praise and censure. — 
From the opportunity I have had to see and 
hear him, since my coming on board, I should 
suppose him to possess great talents. He ex- 
cels all men that ever I have known, ' in collo- 
quiareloquence and power of persuasion. He 
discovers a full mind, furnished with tompre- 
hcnsive arid accurate information, improved 
by extensive reading, by travetlhlg and obser- 
vation. According to his own account he }s 
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iti the fifty second year erf his age. His ap- 
pearance is that of sixty. Perhaps no man 
living can boast a more retentive memory. 
His manners and address are extremely plea* 
sing. In the treatment of us, his volunteerg, 
he is all affability and condescension. This 
may be his habit, or it may proceed from the 
interest he has at present in conciliating our 
esteem and good will. May hh courteous 
demeanour continue when we shall have ac- 
cepted our commissions, and have come under 
his power. He is very much disposed to con- 
versation. With a fund of materials to render 
it instructive and amusing^ he makes a judi- 
cious selection of topics ; accwdingly, to the 
young men, some of whom have just left col- 
lege, he talks of literature, and recommends 
the study of the Spanish language and of 
matheinaticks. Proficiency in these branches, 
h^, tells them, will ensure promotion in his 
sarmyv The gentlemen more advanced in 
years are entertained with his ideas on 1^ 
subjects of politicks and war. The general of- 
ten cites a part of the history of his own life 
and travels^ to illustrate the opinions which he 
seems anxious to inculcate. . It is evident 
enough, that he aims to sow in the mind^ qf 
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hid fi^Ibwers^ the secds^ of heroicid deeds i 
of Uberty> and rcvolutiom I will not venture^ 
to predict whM kind of a^ crop his'eff3its may 
prodncey as I have- scarcely any acquaintance^ 
wth my fcllotv adventurers. 

12tAj .8 o*ciaciy A. M At thi$ moment, a; 
cry fixmi: a nmn stadoned at the mast head, an« 
nouncetra sieul in si^t ; she is too far distant, 
however, to enable us to distinguish what^ 
kind of vessel ; I notice it creates considemble* 
anxiety on board— particularly with the gene-, 
rai« We shaU probably know something morel 
of this strange sail before long,, as she is sail-*' 
ingwearly in ,a.line with us, is somewhat to* 
leewaikl, but ifdisposed^ may ^eak us in> 
two> or three hours, 11 o'clock, A. M. the 
srtrange vessel turns- but to be a large vessel in 
pursuit of us. 

Captain Lewis has shortei^d sail to let her 
come up. If she is French or Spanish, she 
will probably speak to us in harsh language, 
stift W6' shall be obliged to fight — God knows 
what Our fate would be if captured ; for I be- 
lieve we must appear to them a suspicious set,, 
who 2ffe on the high seas in a vepy.^cs- 
tionable shape. If she is Engibh, perhaps 
** aU may be well.'^ Tmust conclude^ as we* 
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Ar^gofegto^prep^afofiaction. iOursca:com. 
Hiandfer sa)ps, **<if she is an enemy, weitaunt 
-ovcrconieor perish,'* 

ISthi The ^akr is settled veiy much to x^m* 
^tisfactien ; but fft>t without a thousand alter- 
^«ate hfc^ and ifears. Within fi&ur hou»s af- 
'termy last, we €»i)ected to be now making the 
^st of our way to Bermuda, undi^ die lee 
of a British frigate. Yesterday, at half-past mc 
b^lock in Ihe^emooji, we werespdce by the 
ship seen in the morning; ihe proved to be 
^Ws Brtonnick Majes«/*s ship Cleopatra, ©f for- 
ty guns, commanded by captain John AV^ght. 
The first lieutenant of the frigate came on boaV<l 
artd examined our^ship and crew. We were 
detained neaHy twenty. four hours, and had 
nineteen men pressed--^mostly Irish, with 
American protections. As a kind of return 
' for the impressed sailors, we receiyed twelve 
Americans, who hadbeentafkenoAt of Ameri- 
can vessds lately C8q;)tured by the^ Cleopatra, 
to the list of Which, the LeandeV was nigh- be- 
ing added. C^tain Le^^s went, on board 
with |be ship's papers, whi6h showed her to be 
the t^eidm^r, an American ship, bound to St. 
Domingo* ^hese were on examination ^declar- 
de by captain Wight to be unsatisfactory. A 
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gentleman Uien by the name i^f Arm^r^Ag. 
weprt on l^oard with mstructiona (rom. tt^ g^n^ 
raly and joined with Lewis . in cixpastulaUiic^ 
with the commander of t^^; ffigate, bvit .w>th- 
ottt.effeet. : At last the geni^ him^lf was. ob. 
ligcd to appear on board the Cleop^tnu ^ He 
stated certsun particulars to captain Wight^ 
and shewed him documents, which justified the 
-Englbh captain in allowing our ship tq pi^c- 
ceed. Tins event has confirmed our impres- 
sions, respecting the nature and objects of this 
expecUtion. General Miranda^ I thiols^ ^J^ 
have eflfected the release of the Leander^ by 
explaining a part, or the whole of his plan, 
relative to South America ; and by producing 
credentials from the British governipent, au- 
thorising, or at leasj protecting hin^ ip the un- 
dertaking. This idea is strengthened, by Mi- 
randa saying that captain Wight had promised 
to assist in the enterprise. The genera^ re- 
mained on board the frigate all night, and re- 
turned this morning at eleven o^olQck. . I am 
extremely glad, we were qyertaken by this 
ship ; for the result tends to put us ^t ease 
about the consistency of our design with the 
laws of nations, and proves to the world that 
we are not a ** band of desperajte pirates," a 
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description given to us by some persons before 
we sailed from New- York, and propagated af- 
terwards, in whispers, through the^ship. Bcx 
sided,* the expeditioli is now placed on a re- 
spectable footing by having, as we presume, 
the acknowledgment and countenance of Eng- 
land. We are all in high spirits and high* 
hopes. The general noW speaks more openly 
s^out the enterprise ; he iexpresses great anx- 
iety to begin his operations ; and complains of 
having been so long detained in a good wind,^ 
notwiChstanding it has turned out so much to 
the advantage of his project, both tin account 
of the promised assistance, and a certificate 
that he procured of captain Wight, to pre- 
vent future search or detention by other Brit- 
ish cruisers which we may happen to meet. 
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LETTER IIi; ' • 

Spanhh schooner brought to. — Conjectures tipotf 
this unusual procedure. — Stratagem to de^ 
tehe the master of the schooner. — Miranda 
appoints his officers. — 7 heir names and dis* 
iribution into corps.-^Uniforms^ ^c.-^Arri^ 

. kioiat JacquemeL — 4ccident. 

February ISth, 1806. ; 
WE are now in the Mona passage^ ber 
tween the islands of Porto Rico and 3t* I>p» 
mingo. A circumstaiKe occurred this morn- 
ings -of a somewhat singular nature; ainl to 
my view not very agreeable. About 10 o^^lock 
we saw two strange saib, a brig and a schoon? 
er ; in a short time after, the Leander fired <ei 
shot at the latter, whether by the order of 
Miranda or at the instance of Lewis, I knov? 
not. The vessel being alarmed, altered her 
course and endeavoiured to escape, upon which 
we discharged several shot ; and she was at 
last, obliged, for fear of being sunk, to 
Inve to under our lee. The captain was im« 
mediately ordered on board with his papers ; 
and upon examinationthe vessel proved to be a 
Spanish schooner, from St. Martins, loaded with 
Logwood and bound to St. Bartholomews* 
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After an hour's detention, she was permitted 
to proceed. Previous to the captain coming 
on bdardy the general and' Lewis had some 
private conversation, at tlite conclusion of 
which, the latter ordered all those of our crew 
who could speak French, to use no other ten. 
guage while this man was in the ship ; at the 
same, time directing that no English should 
be spoken. This order was strictly obeyed, 
and the ga^g-way was instantly crowded with 
fifteen or twenty sailors and servants, who be*' 
gan talking in French. When the captain 
t:ame over the side and found' himself among 
Frenchmen, he^brought his hand forcibly to 
his breast and exclaimed, " Vive L» Emper^ 
eur ;'* but I cannot express the terror he man* 
ifested upon arriving on the quarter deck, and 
finding himself in the midst of Englishmen 
and Americans.* 

You may ask what right had Ac {wivate 
ship Leander to bring to any vessel whatever 
at sea ? Why did general Miranda permit, or 
order such a procedure ? Or was he ignorant 
of niaritime customs and usages ? Suppose this 
vessel had actually been efigaged in a contra- 
band trade, could the Leander have captured, 
or even detained her? Then by what right 
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was thb schooner fired at, compelled to heave 
to, the captain ordered on board and his ^pa-* 
pcrs examined ? These questions, I^ confess I 
cannot answer to my own satisfaction ; and 
therefore probably not to yours. The only apoU 
c^ which I can imagine is j that our chief had 
it in view to gratify his curiosity, or obtain in- 
telligence wtuch might be important ; I cannot 
suppose he had any idea of seizing the vessel 
and converting her to his own use ; or that if he 
had, our sea commander would have consented. 
Feb. 1 1th. Last Thursday genend Miranda 
assigned to his volunteers the several ranks 
which they are to hold in his army, in a General 
Order, communicated to us, by the oflGicer next 
in rank, (at present) to himself. In the copy of 
this order, which I shall givc^ou in the mar- 
gin,* you will notice some names with which 
you are acquainted, and a number of others, 
whose distinction is yet to be acquired. 

• « Leander, Feb. X^th^ 1806, LatUu^el 
21.27. A. Longitude 64; 3 WV J 

*' G- O." " Parole, America. Countersign, Liberty." 

« The C6inmander in Chief lias thought proper to make 

the following appointments ef officers, in the Columbian 

Army, and different xorps thereof, as hereafter mentioned, 

to commence rank and pay from the first day of January 

1806." ' 
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There are several others who have a$ 

yet received no particular appointment, but 

•who are on probation for something. Besides 

"the twenty-six names just mentioned, there 



> Lieut. Colom:^ 



I. William Armstrong, CotoneU 

3. Thomas Lewis, x do« 

3. WilUiam Steuben Smith,"^ 

Aid de Camp to the 
. Commander in Chief 
with thie rank of 

4. ■ Henry Sands, ' Majoir. 

5. Barent Roorbach, Captaiii. 
. 6. Thomas Billop, .do. 

7. • David Heckle, do, . 

8. Daniel. R • Durning, do. 

9. James B. Gardner, ' do. 

10. Gustavus Adolphus Burgudd, do. 
11; Samuel C« Lowdon, do* 

..12, William HQ3ack, First Lieutenant, 

13. Charl$(S Johnson^ do. 

14. John Orford, do. 

15. Patila Theodore George, do. 

1 6. Daniel D . Kemper, do. 

17. Miles L.Hall, do. 

18. John T.O. Sullivan, do. 

19. William Lowdon, do. ^ 

20. Edward Yates (Adjuts^it) Second Liieutenaiit 
3 j. Francis Farquharson^ dp, 

S2; Hcnrjr Newton, do» 
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40*6 two Others in [^ce, w1k> are said not ^9^ 
belong to the military catalogue. Mr. Jona* 
thain Smith, supercargo of the ship, and Mr« 
Thomas Molini, secretary to hb excellency 
the general. The first of these gentlemen is 
"Commonly called Major, but I believe incor* 
rectly, as he has not yet taken a Columbian 
commission. What we now see and hear 
justifies the supposition of an expectation in 
, liis excellency that a numerous and well or- 
ganized army will spring from these roots. 
Those, who know nothing of the military pro- 
fession, are to learn it as fast as possible, in 
order to be ready for training Spanish recruits, 
which we are told by the general, are waiting 
our arrival on the Main. With this employ- 
ment and the study of the Spanish language, to 
make themselves understood by their new 
friends, all will have enough to do. It is no 
time for play now ; though it is easy to see 
that some of them, even those of sedate years 
think of nothing else, and the general has 



S3. James Biggs,, 


do. 


34. Thomas Gill, 


tio. 


25. John Moore, 


4S0. 


U. David Burnett, 


*. 
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'iseaned to encourage it. H? supposes,perhap^ 
vt^at in our situation, thought tuight ^^ma^e thick; 
our blood, ' ' and merrimejat will rob our ambigu- 
ous voyage. of some '* taste of tediousness.'^ 

We are stationed in the different, corps of 

the Columbian Army, in the manner of tte 

following recapitulation, which I also place m 

:.the margin for your inspection ;* this form I 



» RECAPITULATION. 

Engineers, 
John Orford, _ First Lieutenant, 

jirtillery, 
Samuel Lowdon, Captain. 

William Hosack, First Lieutenant. 

William Lowdon> do. 

James Biggs, Second Lieutenant. 

Francis Farquharson, do. 

Corps of Artificer Sm 
David Heckle, Captain. 

First Regiment Light Dragoons, 
Daniel R. Durning, Captain. 

Gustavus Adolphus Burgudd, do. 
Edward Yates, Cornet* 

First Regiment of Riflemen, 
William Armstrong, ColoneL 



tieut.-ColoneU 
Major. 



Bar^nt Roorbach, Captain. 

Thomas BiUop) ,^^* 
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•shall observe, when most convenient, with alf 
documents, relating to our enterprise, whicli 
I may think you will be interested to see, or 
it may be proper to communicate* 

Colonel Armstrong is appointed quartef 
master general, with two assistants, (lieuten* 
ants Biggs and l^ewton,) until further orders, 
captain Roorbach major of brigade, and captaiif 
Billop deputy pay-master general. 

After the establishment of our rank, station, 
&c. we were informed what regimental unl^ 
forms the commander in chief had adopted* 
They are adapted to a warm climate and may 
answer very well for a beginning, though be- 
twcen you and me, the patterns, whether in,- 

mmBBaaamBstBm 
Charles Jobnson, First Lieutenant 

Miles t. HaU, *^ do. 

Thomas Gill, do. 

Tiret Regiment Mrth American Infantry, 



Tliomas Lewis, 


Cdooel. 


Henry Sands, 


Major* 


James B. Gardner, 


Captain, 


Daniel Kemper, 


First Lieutensa^jt. 


Jdhn T. O. Sullivan, 


do. 


ilenry Newton, 


Second Lieutenant 


David Burnett, 


da 


John Moore, 


do. 


Dn Samuel Sc^cW, of N^wYorkjis appointed Surgeon to 


the Army. 




- 
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tended for his excellency, the ofl^cers or pri- 
rates do not meet our ideas of either taste car 
elegance. The order pointing out our uniforms 
is thus headed# I hav^ transcribed the intro- 
duction, with a view of showing you to what 
iraport2[nce the aflFair of regimentals is exalted 
by^ the sagacious author, to say nothing of the 
beauty of its composition. 

* ' G. O. ? ' * ' Parole, Warren. Countersign, 
Bunkers Hill. As the first step towards es- 
tablishing discipline in an army, is a fixed uni- 
form for each corps, from which no partial 
deviation is to be made, without the special 
permission of the commander in chief ; he has, 
for the present^ fixed the following uniforms^ 
for the different corps, with which he hopes 
the different officers wiU provide themselves, ag 
soon as convenient Then comes a descrip. 
tion of our particular regimentals. The in- 
fantry dress in blue and yellow ; the artillery 
in blue and red; the engineers and artificers 
in blue and black velvet ; the rifle nien in green ; 
and the dragoons in yellow and blue ; but I 
shoyld furnish you with an hour's reading, 
were I to attempt giving you a correct idea, of 
all that variety of cut and fashion by which 
bur corps are respectively designated. 
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We arc now sailing along the south coast d^ 
St Domingo. The land is very mountainous 
and affords many delightful views ; though 
there is scarcely any cultivation on the part 
now in sight, in proportion to its extent. Jac - 
quemel is the place to which we are bound, 
und a day or two at farthest will bring us into 
port. Here I imagine many circumstances will 
occur worth relating ; if so, my journal shall 
take care of them. 

18/A meridian. The harbour of Jacquemel 
is now in sight, and we have a fine steady 
breeze. Major Smith and captain Lewis are 
preparing to setoff for Port au Prince, on bu- 
siness relative to the expedition. They are 
going on shore in the boat before the ship an- 
chors, arid take guides and horses at Jacquemel 
to expedite their journey. On' their way they 
. will cros^ the highest mountains of this Island. 

Half past 1, P. M. It is but a few min. 
utes since we recovered from a most terrify, 
iog accident. The jolly boat, by the care- 
iessness of some of the sailors, upset in lower- 
ing down a stern, the crew being in at the 
same time. They were struggling in the sea 
fifty minutes ; but were all fortunately saved 
by the spirited exertions of three seamen, who 
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jumped overboard to their assistance. In this 
work of humanity, captain Gardner set the ex- 
^mple, by first throwing himself into the wa^ 
ifiT^l and he iperits the highest praise for his 
feeling and his courage, to which two of the 
settlors pwe their lives. 



. ^ LETTER IV. 

Difficulty of getting into port. — A quarrel^ and 
its apprehended mischiefs. — Scene on the 

^ deck of the Leander. — Form of officers com^ 
missions. — A sail seen. — -Complaint of the 
effiects of delay. — Return of C apt. Lewis. 

Jacquemel harbour^ Feb. 20, 1806. 

WE have arrived in port, but have had a 
troublesome time since my last. A pilot came 
on b^^rd in the evening of the 1 8th to conduct 
iia to anchor, which he ordered to be cast too 
soon ; the qpnsequence was, we lost it and 
sixty fathoms of cable, and w^re obliged to 
stand out to sea again. 

I wish I had not to inform you of another 
disagreeable occurrence ; ope, which I am sorry 
to say, does little credit to our chief, and may 
materially injure, if» not ruin our entcrprizc. 
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A short time before captain Lewis left the sMI^ 
fScNT Jacquemel, a violent quarrel took jpkce b^^ 
tween him and colonel Armstrong, occaskmtd^ 
by the latter having struck the steward of thbT 
former, for not keeping the table fumilure, o# 
something of this kind, in proper order, 'Tl^ 
quarter-master general undertook, on deck, to*- 
punish the steward with a hearty rope's end- 
ing* Lewis hearing the cries of his servant 
came from below to enquire into the cause; 
and perceiving what Armstrong was doing or- 
ordered him to desist, which he did, but not 
without strcTmously asserting his right to chas- 
tise any person in the ship. Lewis told him ^ 
that he should exercise ho such authority in z 
vessel where he commanded. Both exhibited 
great bitterness, and dealt each other an abun- 
dance of hard words. The general took Ae 
side of Armstrong ; and Lewis, who is a ttim 
not .to be intionidated by sounding namefe, 'ih-^^ 
formed his excellency, that neither he hot* hiti^ 
quarter ' master general had any thing to Ab" 
with the discipline of the ship, and that whilst'- 
he commanded the Leander,- he should take *' 
care not to allow Miranda, nor any of his offi-r^^ 
cers, to assume authority, which of right, $oie-'' 
ly existed in hb ha:t\ds. A great deal of indfe^ '■ 
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ai0c.vmnifih was shemi on Al skles^ but m 

tt]^ hi§h»t ik^*ee by the general hims^, wli^: 

zfUj^^medy before the i^omi was orer, more fit 

f^rbedlaRii ihm for the commmnd of an army.- 

An e¥fr]aatiag breaoh^ I fear, is now made be- - 

tfveen bim mid the otptain. Among o^tust 

th^igs s^ in tt^ hcitt of their fury, Mirantla 

lo^kted th^ the ship was his property, and^ 

thitt the captain was obliged to command her 

nx^r his directions ; whilst Lewis mc^re dum 

intimated, that till she was paid fear, he wu to 

be consnlted, and had a will in the business. > 

It is painful^ and even shocking, to (&cov^ 

cr Aat our chief is capable of so much pi^sk>n« 

and up<m such m occasion^ It is not a litde 

important $o us, that he, who holds our f^unes 

in his hands, and is to govern u&, should be 

abte to i§o^€m himself* TlicconAtet I Imve* 

related is equally against his (]Bgnity, and a« 

gainst 1ms prudence* We depend on the sai* 

locs^ who £tf e bound to us 1^ noting but th^ 

ship^s articles, who are nearly ^le hundred^andl 

fifty» to join thie army ; but this qannot be ef> 

fected without, the co-operation, and counte« 

nance of Lewis. AH of d:iem, except about 

tw^ty volunteers, collected from the butehem 

staUs in Bear n^rk^t, to be dragoons, zMtst^ 
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tailed with bim befiore, aad aie.imy tmifaift^aifti 
tacbod^to Junu Wfamtkejr fiadtheautlHnlrf 
which, accordiiig: to the ussqi^ of Ac aea^ b^ 
longs excliuiveiy to the C9f(tiix^ ol iim filup, 
ittuimed bj Mirandaaml Us ofeers, thej^ will 
cenmlj consider ^nseWes i^umd, and n^ 
jfeidewith ^. captaia.. IC Lewis sets his £u:e 
against their ^lUsting, th^ will not listen* 4o 
the proposals of serving on^ kndrodbegowi 
ing nmsfcet < mcn» Miranda has therefore eve- 
ry motiTe of intere^, if no oter, to ke^ <m 
good terms with the ship master., If&is(}uar- 
nel does.not stop whore. it is, we may as w^ 
jnlinqaish the expeditkm, f« it cannot |»*o»- 
pa' under such dissensions. 

February 96d. The following is the> scene 
now ex^bited-t>n the deck of our shq^fiMS 
sun rising, to sun set : 

One side of the quavter deck, is occupied bf 
.a printing press, s^ which^ several youi^ mm 
of that profession are busy in striking off^^ 
general^s proclamations .tq thepeoide ^ So^tk 
Auerioa, and setthig the types for priming our 
conmis^ons. The other sidr is tsAsen iifi 
with two groiq^ of Mars' young^tsonsi es|<- 
j^oyod with mUitai^ books ; »n^ stud]^ 
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soffie t^^ing^ ^nd oilers looking ^ the p&c- 
'tuit^. Hia dxccHency is at the i^esidcS dnfc 
-of these parties', philosopbising on ^arariote 
sub^ts, and passing fipom one to bxubA^ irith 
Ms^pi6eul^ vdttbiiitf * At ^s moment %^ is 
.psrfffi^ng the ^da^gers of a niifitaiy life, fife 
^ei^s eveiy ree^ of hardi^i|>s, bjr tdHng tiii^ 
-y^ng^ntlemen how misch bonoiir results to 
lliose who •beariliem with fortkwde. Kotwithr- 
^stft»di«g tills cacouragu^ t^onclasioa, flte 
-y<Hiilgst^rs look rather aghast ! wMch lie S3i>* 
^l^if^esln sile^De. 

When the old gentleman gets upon this to- 
ipiekt'which he does aknost xMlf, lie inever fails 
to^ir^&tta hb pipUs tof ^is OM^ feafe and stif- 
.feiSfigs whoi he wids young and m the wart. 
Jik coun^jen^ice, which is al^i^^s extrcriidy 
^^reasive eA suck times, gkeis evktence df 
-libegresTt pleasure he feebin dw^llmgioa '* 4bu 
«strous dmnces/^ and " hair breadth ^scapes.'' 
l^iiotdessto you, i ant sorry to'find he loves 
^A^uiytotaft of hihiself, and likes those best 
^mSB^ apepear most willitig to "bewr him tm this 
^object*; fbr I beU^ve -^bat tanit^ mA %got&m, 
ivtopcbsbreqiialities d^stiftute(^an3r»eommenda- 
Ifon wli&(le\fier,are geners% as^odated with otbfer 
«l&«s4iitl»¥em€ltiiii|Oiipp^batiqn. Imutit 
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Cimfeas t)oo» that he app ears not a littie tioc^ 
tered with pedantry ; a pardonable faoh in an. 
MAcadQmician> but not so respectable ia a hero 
i|nd statesman. . 

Next is seen the armourer's bench» w^^ 
his apparatus for repairing old muskets, pmat* 
less bayonets and rusty swoids. l^istifdaR* 
Jias his hands {ull» as our arms are none of tiie 
best, and seem to have been already condeadd- 
ed ih some other service. Whoever purchased 
them for the expedition, was either no judge 
of arms, or he has been kinder to himself 
than his employer. 

A few feet from the place where I am now 
writing, b a noisy set <^ aninu^ catted vol- 
uiUeers, goiiig through the maniuil exa*cise^ 
under the direction of a drill sergeant, who 
looks as hold as a lion, and roars nearly ^ 
loud. Ihope he may feel as fierce when iw 
diall have something serious to cb. In the 
vickiity of these fellows, the regimei^ tei- 
lor, and half a dozen of his cross legged d|s^ 
ciples ase placed, surrounded by the mateiicds 
and implements of their trade. A little far^ 
therare several carpenters, employed in mak- 
ing staves for the pikes, with which our cavab^ 
49 to be armed*. Beyond dHS the sailors ,9U 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



looks omghtil^ fdcased, atad^etys, r'^wpiAMtt 
tBMS«4be vfiadf &r ^e Jllam?' ^ Efirefjr tfabg 
fMR)o& TMnrafy; but lie as^e sM)tipfani^led40 
«ttfi4:>aaiR>re ; tfais h a greii haf(&hip^O«anyfi 

Ubhion, nor do I care much iviicii atiar^^ 

* Mshwary 96€&. I ^ine a ei^jr «f Ihe com** 
aak^kNis iDt^died for the Qffieecs fif Mi* 
ianda'8 arn^, Thqr Were /fioished td*ibi}r^ 

^ Don Faancisc0 s>ji MiaAN)DA^ 
^^^Cottsmfmder inChief of tlie CcAunbian Armf ; 
^ Sy rktue aof pcywxar :aid aulhoril^ vested 

tome, I faarebgr ebojjlitiite and ajipeint >■» 

in 4fee wmy <^CdMnbhi| imdcr my t^Mimand ; 
»^ aU officers, las supeijors and kiferiors; 
iKm^eoiminisiakmed ^rf&cers, soldibi^, and others^ 
awe kteneby cequirdi to oiespeeC and obey lasfi 
W ^SHieh', agroe^le to the arttdes of waf« 

; <Sieiied) ** FR/VN : DE MIRANDA, 

oSeinemUfiHidxed of jJCranda's pro&lamatton$ 
a^i^ printed o£ These manifestos^ addressed 
t6r^thrf«ople of Boutb America^ ^ you mcnjild 
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expect) declare his views and inteR^ons 
respect to their country. They paint m fotti- 
Me lang:Mge the favdshq^ and mdl^^Aifid in- 
^ittiesi under which these peo|^ ift present ht- 
bor ; idl of which he prmnises to reosover; 
and thqr also inftmn the inhabitanto of cmv^ 
descriptku^ how diey are to vegolateifana- 
selves, and whstlh^aretodo wfaenlheirdc. 
Itverers arrWae. 

Tlib docuflient puts an end to the loaginF. 
tions, whidlsome of our company cfiHaftaihea, 
that we were destined tothaft paitof the Bpair- 
i3h dominiotts, which had made, or was about 
to make encroachments on Loui^ana, orKafr- 
Orleans* It is also silent about the ooanex- 
ion of Ihe government of the United Stailes 
wtA our schemes, on which we have aiwsjss 
rdiediAt least so far as to believe thai we w«ie 
not contravening the wishes, nor exposing obs- 
selvts to thCidtspkasiire of Aose, who arpt;«t 
the head of American alfidrs. ButJdumghjtlvs 
6fficial paper claims no countenance froas'tiie 
President or executive of our country , the na- 
ture of Miranda's insinuations, and thoeiroum^ 
stances of our ou^t, have always kept and^do 
410W keep us under the impression, that allis 
right on this quarter ; and %at ^c have not 
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^^ift oarsdiYes out of tlte protection of the Um« 
1iQd'Statesr~ 

Y^terday morning we saw a strange sail 4^ 
the harbour, supposed by some to be a French 
privateer. I notice tt creates great inquietude 
u-^ie general^s mind. The appearance of a 
Bmich frigate would place us in a disagr^ea* 
ble sittmtionf for we could not possibly get 
out, if she were deposed to psevent it, an4 
^B^Leander, widi his «s:ce)lency Don Francisco 
d&Mirai^, would b& kerned an abject to jus- 
tify the atteslaon and vigilance of the Adonsieur^^ 

There are yet no signs of the Cie^qpatra. I 

^tadinre observed that, the -general said he had 

Moetvod assurances of captain Wight's co^ 

OfcnitiDR. Every vesseli that is desoried in 

:the ^ng, excites his fears or curiosity ; and 

:^.sdklom fails to requ^t sooaebody, fir^t 

asking if they haive good sig^. to take the 

/spy* glais» and tee if tl^ vessel is the Cleo^ 

'i»ttra; upon hearing an unfavourable report 

&DBI the j^baerver, he s^ys, " well, never 

mind» should she not join us here, she will 

fiome to.us on the Sp$M>csh Main. '' AU this is 

.^eskulal^itQ make us imagine that the British 

eirtter^t themselves in our success. Yet if 

:'thiii^fee*tte-c^«^ there sc«n>s to. have becj? no 
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plan for seouiiBgtfanr aid ; ania^rlinftad 
them arc directed to a single ship 
spoken at soa. There is« jrqnoiit bcff^ktH'^s^ 
United StatesMC fitting ontl^woJHgaitsflii.i nj—i 
in pnrsuit of IIS and cood«ctttftJMK&. We ciiBfe» 
not trace liiis atory to its dmgitti -fa^ deeta jif 
incredible and ddieviims. Captain L^a&s wrnA 
Major Smidibaiire beeeajgoneto Portsst Bnaosfc 
ten daofs^ (fiwionger than was espdetedy «ke 
distance be»g t^out ^oase dagr^s jiKun^) aenft 
not a lane has been received Apom then. Tfaili 
dekjr is to be lamented* If thecdiaiicffljrfottf 
success depend onsurprise, they must be dli> 
minishing every fncmienft. We did calculated 
being in Caraccas before this. Wewaitthefe^ 
turn of tliese f^ndemea wkh anxiety on sevseisd 
accounts. I shall be uneasy ti&i .see how Levte 
and Miranda meet one another again. It k to be 
h^ed they have botfi improve tlie time k^ a6f 
paralion, in brit^ing ^eir mind» to reason, anfl 
trying to forget their resentments. If Aef 
shaU be cold and reserved, "vrhen they come 
toget*(er again, I shall cxpeof the breach mM 
b^ irreparable >, for I hlive oftwi <^>served llist 
when persons after a disagreement sej^ufaie 
without an ^eejaircisemem satisfectory to both 
*ld appear ^^tant atrf suspieit^os at their first 
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vieetkig^, it is tte commencement of 9 diuablc 

eiimit3r. The captain b high spirited and an* 

yielding ; and the general I am persuaded is a 

man of unruly temper, obstinate and determin-^ 

eA, The judicious interposition of a third 

person, in such a case, will sometimes be eflfec- 

taaij if this shall be necessary I hope Major R. 

mbsy is qualified for the office .will try his influ- 

oice. We look for the return of this gentle* 

man with solicitude on another account. The 

general professes to belkve we shall be joined 

hy the Emperor, a noble ship now at Port au 

Prince, under the command of capt. Jacob 

Itcwis; brother of ^e commander of our ship) 

"vi^ ts a man of resowce. It is supposed 

imr niessengers are detained at Port au Prince 

to attempt arrangements for this purpose. 

Iliis ship w31 be a great acquisition, and in* 

d^d will be necessary, if much force is requic* 

$d for our undertaking, and no British vessd 

of war, as we apprdiend, is engaged. 

% The Black Emperor's pijncip^l officer sta^ 

tinned at tMs port bas^sent a letter onboard to 

t^e commanding oSx(xjf !of the Leandery de* 

B^a^ding the reason wjhy our ship h^ not en-' 

t^ed at the custom house. T he true rea^Ur 

I su^xpose, is diat it was deemed unnecessaq; ^ 
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'^go^Ktmf^ tins wntti wt hwtng no Ticws^f 
•tredb, and iib&ing on boards bot *iHbat is i^^ 
*^ f<tr ourowii ate* I do mrt know what answer 
-diis letterncdved ; butthegnanlisdoiil^ted^ 
jod many unusual prccautiotts are to be db^ 
•served* 

Morday^ Si/« March. Yesterday a letter ar- 
rived from Capt* Lewis, announcing his iHten- 
:tion of returning this day. Hehas^ome ac- 
icordin^^^ but he brings no intdligcftc^ that m 
imade pftiMkdL, nor can v^ jud^ "iiii^ 
^k of his procee&igs. 

The meeting Isetween hiM and bis £Ka^ 
lencyi though not tte most cordhd, is m<^ 
fitoddly^dmn lexpecAedt and! eannot but hope 
4nekt icmtenitioA tvili nerw die« l^e -offioMis 
mm tolxe peitnkMd to ^ ob fAioreto^mdxrair, 
«id sonvecif !tlie ysoung men ane half firari^dk 
:withtfa^ddea« fOneii^fwiil be allowed^ tenw 
tthe 8hq> at one tiiae, and all ^\Vi Atsew lots ill 
the momifig $o deterniSne who i^H first 'be let 
-mit <tf prison. If f get a "Gs^ turn, I «li!ill ex* 
<<iianjge it with some one more^ager for^ 
^fteas»e ^han^nysdlf, that I m^ %xA^ lef^rs ^ 
-S^ftd^y « vessel that w81 s^ tor 4ht United 
AtMes in*tw^4ays. 
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LETTER V. 

Columbian 4>ohurs displayed. — Schooner Bee 
chartered. — Report from Lagidra^-'-^Mpiu 
sia.-^-JDisturbance in the Bee.^^DisaJ^oint^ 
ment respecting the ship Emperor^^Schooner 
Bacchus engaged — supposed ta bring a spyr^ 
Treatment of a Danish vesseL 

March l2th^.l%D6. 

, THIS day the Golumbimi^colottm wereniis- 
pbyed on beard fern the first time. This En- 
sign is formed of the three primary colours 
^i^iieh predominate in the^rainbow. We made 
a £ite on the occasion^^a gun was fired and 
toasts were drank to the auspices of a standard, 
w^b^ is expected to wave to the ttiumfdiof 
fimdMn^ and humanity in a country long op* 
pressed^ 

I4r^< Our attention has for several days 
btm attmcted bf itie schooner mentioned be^ 
fi»e. She i» equipped as a privateer, and fre^- 
quently sai^ backwcurds and forwards across 
tbe harbour* She ccnnes very often within 
gi|n shot and remains in sight f(Mr hours ; and 
is probaUy a French privateer or some vessel 
stationed here to watch our motions. Last 
night the guard was doubled again and orders 
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givieAtolctepaftrictlodc^oiit; trader Uie ^!^> 
prcfaouioatiiii she might send bcrboatom, t3» 
cut out some vessds in port, whidi our gefi^<^' 
nd, in the exercise of die right of the strong*- 
est| if no oUier, will undoubtedly prevent ~ 
should it be attempted. 

The supercsu*go retiumed from Fort au Vrmcj^ - 
to-day. He brings no news of interest, exoepC 
that I underslaod a Phikidel{4iia schooler, call- 
ed the Bee^luMi been, chartered to ateoiipmiy > 
thp Leanden Hiavmg no gons^ ^bitm'i^tM&tx 
add to our fQrce,sq miidi fis to our cqmfisvt^r 
by taking out some of our ofieers and meiv 
who are ^greatly in one another's inffKg m tftkb 
small ship. - . .^ 

16/ A. An ev^t has occurred, that esmtsg^ 
a jsuspiQion in my iqind that we sh^U iK>t*ttcii9^ 
at the Main unlooked for. A schooner cwm^ 
in here yesterday , nafaefl the Sacchu8» the wm^. 
ter of which gave t^e foUowiag ^oowint^ vulmm. 
hailed by the Leander, vi?. that he sattediiDQni 
Philadelphia b9und to Laguimf and «#hiaAiriv«b 
there he found the piace i^loohii^d^ or ^hsm^ 
that all the vjessels in pprt. w^erftsiaderemb^iy^ 
(I don't knowj .w^^ich) ^^ -therafiareii he mpder 
the b^st of hi^ way f o St. ^D^ig^ing^. Oo <whpit4 . 
^qcount this blpc^i^ (^ QlPcit;^go wasiXMd^^ 
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he.profeasea fiot to. kiKiw^ Thb rcktimi «?- 
the 0ia9ter^ w^ and is represeiitoi'to the com- 
pany on; j>oard, who you may suppose are na- 
turally inquisitive on the subject, as emided to 
no tx>nfidetice. Tte general and capla&n ap- 
peared peculiarly increduloust But I observed 
iti k^t our chief and his. confidential officers, 
fot hours in secret conversation. 

;It being my turn to go on shore, • I was die 
l^ote idesireus to improve it, in liiehopeof 
.glutting soHie furth^ iatdUgeUce at the Cofiee 
ha«se or elsewhere ; for on^ board nodiing is 
ta be learned of any n^aterial circumstance, 
aid? our curiosity is4iscouragQd as inconsist- 
tsA with that confidence and secrecy which is 
neoessary to be maintained by die principals in 
the eiqpedition. But I gained no satisfaction, 
not meeting with any of the officers or crew of 
Ae Bftochsm. What informajtion I received fa- 
"Vflured tiie suspioicm ih&t the vessel, perhaps 
thoou^ the agency of; the Spanish minister, 
kfe' niiliidelf)hia as a spy ; or at least that she 
came ki ^diiat character from "die Main txi: this 
phi^e* KoCwklMtandiDg. his apparent con- 
tempt of die vriister's stDry, I find that Mirin. 
da^ p9<ipo$6s to tsdiift^tiieasurts^ t£at jk> persOKis 
on*fa«iacd her. shall make suchcommunioations 
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-sqrs are jutttfitd by the laws of oalioas^ and 
Tciy prdbaUy she will not be allowed to hmn^ 
this befidre MS* 

TUs motnaiganrivQd here the Abasia fmtf^ 
Bahkiihre, MounlMig fourteen guns^ comnumd^ 
9A by ea{rtttn Bumberry* Soon afttf she easae 
in sight, she hmsted two signals and fired^ two 
gnnSf and tte pivateer schooner, iriiidb has 
appawed so often, after apparently staiMttsg 
wit toescape htr, hove about and oom^ witii^ 
m nptakkm ■ dntamse. Our doubts mh^kfir 
the ship was a friend or enemy, oceimoiied 
Xewis to piepare the LsAnder kar defem^ ; 
jBmd we remained at cnir quarters tiSl witsMr 
liertakiaigiaisailand makii^ ready to ^la^ttlM. 
eaptain &> conirms our si^picicms re^p^^tuf 
theschooner» - ^ 

March I8th^ The Bee Ikscloae imder Mir 
«tcm; last night between ^ght asid -mm 
o'elo^,'a voloe from her called finr asdiitaMiel, 
'and at the same time the noise s^emied to Ut- 
^Mte a asutitiy xnrriot^ SewMl 4£ ibe «4i^ 
anderf s {uaiapal lafi^^rs, amied> harte mtl i io i 
lioairdsuid socm prodiiced diiiioe, ld«gii^ 
£Mur opinre sailors away? wlibMMer&piit in Itmb 
dnfinCtl^.mghS; It app^u% hiMre^^V tlwt 
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l^te^tttMl^rtbanM^waaiidd^i^^b^ the t&i^<£ 
^ liqiK>r drat& to^ the honour df St Batt kk^ft 
iifi But it seemed to give the gaieral » 
much alarm as if it had been a ocmcerled muf* 
tiUjffi Twd ci oar non-comvii^siofied inkers 
-mm yesterday turned into tite ravik^ finr itiw* 
teiiee t0 their su^riors. Mtraoda is ^owiag 
siore strict, ^and no€ ^thout neeeasity, in my 
<^p^k>n. Mwy of our people Sieem a« il^too 
weil>iifiatructkd in the right of self govemiiieq^ 
^ be governed by the amtbonty , or submit t9 
XJmpf^ikmy and indispensable r€»itii^»^ of 
viililarf service^ ^ 

^Mwch ^34. After all our detay^ we are n^rt; 
to<be joined by the Km,p^on A week a^ 
teibt^g^ce was i^ceii^dt that she had put to 
SM wi^ the Hstoition of )^buBg.t|ie Leai^er. 
A gentleman this morning from Port auPrincei 
gives iitfoimation that she has returned into 
l^Mb 'The re^oa is supposed to be, thsU; the 
lip of; Cfiii^psAi prcdutotuig wtesc^^ms with 
St« Dom^agiK. aad tjNe news of. which, had 
jn^t ^ome^ indjijiGc^ captfun Jacob Lewis to re- 
ttmn^ in order to close his business in the Is- 

lw«^ 

•The schooner ^u^elms^is to ht taken into 
<ciur s«fvice,<she^9r Witt be purchased 1^ a 
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Mptain Donahue, and chartered 4>y MraMlR* 
The oifieers and crew of this schooner harMb 
not Been on board of her for sometime. Thiljlfc- 
must have been either persuaded or*compell^k 
td disappear, T-hat she wasirom the first, rt^ 
garded* with suspicion by the general, is eef(^ 
tliin. The night ^ter the arrival of the Bto^ 
ehus, a gentleman who arrived in her cam6 dH - 
board our ship on the pretence of- visitiiig da 
^cer of his acquaintance, and while here, I 
know he learned a number of pmtictihars re- 
specting our enterpri^ He has not been se^ 
since* It is said, I beKeve with tra^^'^Hlt 
Miranda considered him a spy and has obliged 
him to give setlirity, that he will not leave 
this island until we<'cd*6 g^e, and that kb 
keeps himself close on board some vessd.ifc 
port. ' i . 

The captain Donahue, of' ^hom I hm9t 
spoken, is a seaman by professiori ; and wis 
appointed a major in the Cohimbiim Army, IK 
the 19<^ inst. artd Jonathan Smith, esqr. s«^ 
percargb, was the same day made a te^vtt 
major. ^ 

This night three American vessels saSid, 
homeward bound. The Leander has been ti- 
king upoil herself ^irs, that I fw one, cannot 
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iMowc»A^lt ia w«il ooderslOiMl, that those wtm 
lime tl»;p0wcar» niAkft hms for thcfflnjclvcs* 
Ak.famng flinp6cted lAotifatf CharfetiM j^^ekM^ 
^Mie ^ the ^neasdd jti^jmntionfid) hftd^tahafi 
vwmy two of oiir swiorsy the MoonA mate wkb 
4>piT«^ of fMrm^.iftMwmdiaiii^c]i^fie>rtbMi^ 
^»4 si^fmx be^rch fofmd tk«^ no Mm hek^^img 
.to us 1913^ m the suapfifita&rvcftattK Oo ai&tli»g 
!out ta returii,d:ie mate ordored the muskeis md 
pist(^s of lus crew to be discharged to prevent 
tbjary ia rawing back. Thp ^shes wece aoen 
•b^^ us, the paeket being about two miles djis- 
itant, and it was supposed her captain had re* 
doused to submit to aeardi and th^a the officer 
dtaad i^ed force to exeeute his orders. Upon 
.ihis another boat wUh an armed crew went out 
binder the cofl^ou^ oi the ctaef mate, and 
iMi^ti|ig.^:ti^c .firat bdat oa its way b$u:k, they 
«jil»nigk>9g 4ik of ia Dapifih sdboofi^ ;prqpos- 
ijp^i to $<eari^ h^ fermir dbiseat nu^Jk. The 
.mas^ fpr^^HMMl l y wmt it a^atiMuspiii^ in 
t »iii ol» ' lungiulge 9S: si»d» .conduct wxmld natural- 
ly provoke, but widiout efeet. He was npt 
JH% obK9«i ri^ w wmnig to opeahkhatch- 
^jQi>ibt«lra(ttamd mtekp«soBAl insttitandabuae 
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fimn eur fMttB^bcudes gettiiig tlie tt^vt^opmf 
of their aabtts severely 4sad over hi^badc* v^ iui^ 

TtMjr ibroed one Mibroot ii-lmbtd 
brougiif faim to die Leandca* ; 
to justify theiar proceedfai^ bjr saying tluil^thec/ 
captttD <tf tlie Tetsel to whioh beibmierif Imt^^ 
lottged had gvnsn them ptpmiition to tecon^- 
bhn whenever found f Had Lewis been'hera^^ 
I think this would not have ukta pbcc^. 



LETTER VI. ■ 

Preparations for departure. — Declaration m^ujk; 
and sworn to by the officers.^^Compensatij^. 
ef the officers. 

Jfor^A 25^4, 1806. ,. . 
THE last three days have been particnto^:} 
ly^emptoycdmiweparatioiislbrsea; andl^- 
suMe ixmh Uie arrangemwto lately made^ wwf 
shall not remain here much longer. We haM». 
accepted our ccnmnismns^aB oficers m tiitu 
Goloaibian.Army, and madc.^ie following ca»> 
-•'w*'^-*'^ -^^d oath of fiddity to Ac causew 

^ ^ ^^ basis of disciptine and rcf** 
ukrity in an army^_:||^^ ^^ sobscribers, im 
agree to aceept frori^ , ^^,^1 jj^ Fnmc|i«d 
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dttrMfarania,^ the diferiedt «om&(ussioos and 
nmks.(a&a{>eGified^thereiD) in ^ Army oiCo*- 
litebia, iBow rmfitngt or toi»e vabed by him* fDr 
tUe>Mrv jLoe of the free people o£ S^outh Amcri-* 
ca^Undependent of Spaicu Afid we do also 
heffcsbf solemnly promise to be governed inaU 
thhigs Agreeable to the articles of war of the 
Umted. States dT North Anievka ;. with sueh 
alteratioas in/(}n» 09^ (aa havej^een re^id «ml 
exhibited to us) so aa to adapt them to the dif- 
ference of^ government under which we now 
are,or may be ; Md until regularly discharged 
frcmi the said army by him, or his successors,, 
W^Iy appointed by the supreme authority of 
that couMry after the service of at least two 
cimipaigns ; and we acknowl^ge to have tak- 
en the oath hereunto annexed, as prescribed by 
the tUrd^ectkdfi of the articles o#War.^ — viz ;*' 
-^^ I sivear to be true and £Eutbfiii to the free 
propk of South Amenoay^mdepenienl of Spain, 
and M serve themiienefltly and tiMlUutty against 
aifcrt^esr enemies or opposers whatsoever, and 
toftobaerve and obey the orders of the supreme 
govemn^nt of that country legally appointed ; 
ami tJM orders of the general and ofieers set 
cater a»e by, Acai. On ^ard the Liomltr^ 
ympiemcl fmbour, a4/A d^<ff Mwrch 1806*»» 
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Mi^ ftmdn Mmg sone -adrafks m#^. 
gMinst sttbicribinf : to tkis ottlh, Mod .lltoKt.hp^ 
wished to be ''perfebtly stfiii«l" du«Jaf^4«P» 
engagement in this txpeditMn»it AffmUtmtiim 
tmden^ood tlittt he did io any meMure dfa|u«^ 
his own country* MirMida observed that. i«i 
order to put our minds at rest on iim sul^fwt^ 
tfie Major or any oiher gendeman who cboae 
might annex to his signature of the eoveMvat 
and oath, '^ that they did not intend by takic^ 
it to cancel theitt allegbmce to t^ Umfee4 
States." Tfab dedaiaiion of Miranda ^n^ «r 
quisite to the satt^ctionoftheoffioera g^»mt 
aHy, though one of the number cfatose to r^ 
inark, ^^ if your excdi^icy permit^eTery pessr 
wm to make his trittng objeottonst H wiift 9ttf 
quire a.teog time befinre this w^ undersjb^ail 
bntineBs earn be ftEoahed^and what cao be4«ff 
%n a ska^ of paplsr will lequire vebaflNea^V 
it' w^ not very obiriotts what ooiald proxftpfclU* 
Oration of tfe ssc^uples of hisaasocialmi npfana 
thit being alawyer, be thooghf^the judg<»i«^ 
^Kicate generaloy <tf the free people oiCfthmih 
tm woqM be mostiikdly^toMliipcm^ihegiivb. 
^st flattsren of thexommandtif in chie£ <f iinn 

Tbi5^4iQestion beiflig settiedoadedcv^watf- 
ficers were sumniofted into the aJbin^ wbfffc 
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©oL Armttrong tcad and expAthied the arti- 
cles of war of tlm Dntted S^es ; and the als 
Mfiratlons in form not in substance or spirit^ 
whteti were to be made in them. - **. Notice, 
gentlemen," said the colonel, ** the object of 
this change is to suit the wording of the arti« 
eles to the local names and situations of the 
coirtitry where they are to take effect ; thus 
for the army of the United States, will be sub* 
stituted the army of South America ; and for 
the President, or Congress of the United States, 
will be used the Supreme Authority of the free 
peoJ)le of South America, or something of this 
Khd.^' The business being thus well under- 
tstood, every officer, according to mnk, took 
th^ odfth and subscribed his name to the oUiga* 
tkm. You may observe there are no condi* 
tion6 as to compensation macfe with us by Mi* 
randa, except diat we shall have the benefit ctf 
theattiel^ofwar of the United States. When 
iPe- engaged at New York with lus agants we 
were promised pay on :^e most liberal scaki 
Tile- pay of a ooloiiel was to be ten dollars per 
-day, a major eight, a captain six, a lieutenant 
four, he* ^ In the general order assigning us 
Mr commissions, you mcust have notkcd, we 
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giiiiiii% df this year. ^^ 

Towards eveiiing capt. Lewb retttfMd fitHMF 
Port au Prince and set dbout die laat pKpWIi^ 
ttont for our departure. 



LETTER VII. 

Departure from JacquemeL — Change of men to 
the schooners. — Officers engaged at this 
island* — A brav)L — A sail seen. 

Leanderat Sea, March 2QtA, I806r .; 

ATleiigtfa ittenftmated our te^xis sls^ at 
Jacquenidi; midwegowetragt*<ta~-- ^sow» 
enterprise liiat hath a stomach in't'^ Ottw inn 
vai force h the Lemder, attended hy two* 
schoon^S) the Bee and Bacdius* The nfm^ 
ber of us all does not exceed two^faundted ; fal^ 
MPe have not recruited our number at this W 
aad, except with a fewofieers, andtsiie wm^tiC- 
cidour for a pHot. The men want diseipl^ 
and the oficeis experience ; Ais appeia^-lS 
you no doubt a misend>le force. Mirandi, 
does not pretend to turn his eyes froM oti* 
weakness^ but fu^dfesses to have otl^r depemfti* 
ence. He has ccsitiAually assured us 4i«l 
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l3mm are good o^mts aiMi^pDod s^mrt^ -m&i 
a& abundance of every thing in readiness £ir 
^ tbe moment we set our feet in ^cmth 
i|#nerica, which, to use his own word«i 
^* ceases that instant to belong to tbe King of 
Spain. The command of the Bacchus has 
been given to capt. Gardner, the Bee is in 
charge of her origftial ma^er, vtrhose name is 
Huddk, The former has proposed to mount 
Several short carronnades, tmt the general in. 
6ii^ts that there is little danger and as little oc- 
^oa^on to arm, and has confined him to one 
gu0% If we fall in with Fresich or Spaniards 
ff ^^ force, I think our c^e will be despe- 
l^e— <UEid the ** question of the fight" will be 
Km iieeks. 

. The Leander being extremely fuU^ it w^^s 
necessary to provide for a part of the troops in 
&& schooners. For obvious reasons, those, to 
w)^m the ^t)pQsition ongoing on board thes^ 
«9^E$iteQted vessdS) objec^d, as €u* as consist- 
with military obedience^ Aft^ ooii^iderable 
f|i£(»ilty seven officers and several men, in- 
eluding the printers were prevailed upon or 
fglier compelled to change their vessel. Nei* 
4|^ of the schooners, I am informed,, has a 
i^agle regular paper to save her from being 
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captisred by the cruiaers or ^iMtecrs^ wlttdft 
every where infest these waters^ all their de- 
pendence is keeping close to the Leaoder — ^if 
they separate, may Heaven's mercies be their 
protection, for they have no other. 

Several gentlemen joined us just before we 
left JacquemeL You will find their immes and 
ranks in the general order of yesterday^ — Ti^ 
two first gentlemen on this list, are sp<^en of 
in terms of high commemhaiiHi, as being such 
eharaders as we greatly need ; whose junction 
with us is sincerely welcomed, though 1 per* 
ceive tlieir ranks are envied, because, they are 
considered as having suparoeded 90m^ 44 \^ 



. •^ Lean&r^ fiff Jatquemcl^ MaHh %1th^ iftHk 
i< G. O. <• Parole, Marcellus— Counteraign, lotrepidjUf . 
« Tlie Commander in Chief has been pleased to make 
the following appointments in the 

First Regiment of {Sorth American) Infantry. ' ' 
George W. Kii^land, Esq. to be a Lieut. C^donil.^ 
Jeremiah Powell, Esq. Major. 

James F% L^lie, Gent. Captain. 

Charles Ucvington, Gtnt. First Lieutenant. 

Robert Clark, Gent. do. 

Abraham Judaic, Gent. Surgeon in the Arift^* 

James Stedman^ Quarter Masterwitb the 

T9SDk of 2d. LieiiteYiaait 
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'kmximn ^ j/he '^e^s tumimg. hitvA. coL 
mrkland has the reputation of being an inli^ 
^^ mail, ^ecustomed to set vtce,{K>8^s8ing ex* 
d^ent talents^ a liberal education, and consid- 
erable military knowledge. 
-' 'Mr, Powell, from what I am hwfonned, is 
ffeo no small acquisition. Though not so exten- 
^lively versed in the military surt, he has all the 
"ve^i^e qualifications for becoming a good 
)6ftteer-and is full of military ambition. He has 
%een wen ^ucatedand possesses abilities much 
%e^^md mediocrity, with the most amiable 
^Manners. 

** We hod expectations ^t a Mr. Windsor, 
'now- at Port au Prince and the particular friend 
<^ these gentlemen, would have joined us ; his 
chsucactsr would have ensured him a respectfuL 
'Wcfloomc; b|it his, private affiiirs arrested his 
purpose. 

- Of the quality and standing of the rest of our 
^iidw>asspctates I have heard nothing either good 
cOr bad« if they do any thing worth recording 
-you shall hear it. 

We had not b^en under weigh but a little 
« %\sx^C before the demon q{ coutentioa appeared 
s#ga|i\» The B^e a few hours ago run foul of 
-Qttr sl|ip, stove, the small bout astern into a 
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thousand pieces ; carried away ourtaff-raH and 
lost her own jib*boom. Immediately coL A. 
with the speaking trumpet began to reprimand 
the master of the schooner, and ordered him at 
his peril never to approach sa near the Lean- 
der in future. Lewis instantly kindled at thb 
interference of the quarter master general with 
his duQr,and without any ceremony command- 
ed him not to repeat an action of ^ kind. 
High and msuking words passed on both sjidess 
till Miranda thought it tiecessary to take pant 
in the affiray, and notwithstanding his disposi- 
tion to support his nearest officer, in this.ui^ 
^stance he decided against him. He scho<d^ 
him very severely. Armstrcmg received 
these rebukes with great meekness, allege 
ing that his anxiety for* the common good 
prompted his interference, but promising that 
he would not 9ffend again; the storm subsided, 
but grim looks are still seen in various direc- 
tions. I suppose the war of frowns and words 
will not cease, till that of balls commetico^, 
which though more dangerous is not half so 
disagreeable as these eternal jarrings of discord- 
ant tempers. These gentleman can never agree, 
and our captain particularly appears to have an 
invincible dislike to the quarter master general. 
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March 3l5/. I had scarcely finished the 
last paragraph, when a brig was discovered 
standing towards us ; of course we were clear- 
ed for action and ordered to our quarters ; but 
in half an hour, finding she had no mind to 
m^e acquaintance with us, we retired from 
quarters to bed in sound skins. The general 
is not, nor any of his followers, wholly free 
from the apprehension of meeting a French 6r 
Spanish vessel of more strength than we' shall 
be glad to see ; though the English cruisers 
occasion the Dons and Monsieurs to be very 
scarce in these seas, and the danger of being 
liaet is not great. Should a^ of the latter and 
we come in each other's way, we shall have but 
one of two alternatives, to run as fast or fight 
as hard as we can ; and we might very possi- 
bly not succeed in either. The last is our 
chief resource, though our crew have more bra- 
very than skill. In sailing, the dullest cruiser in 
the West Indies would be an over match for 
^ Leander, otherwise an excellent ship. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Another dispute. — Skip fdh to the Uemafd. — 
Chases a vessel. — The Leander cannot tiM thi 
American Ensign. 

April U/, 1806* 
SURELY the pope and thie holy fathers hie^re 
not invoked heaven against Miranda's espedi^ 
tion in vain. It is woi^se and wc»^e. The 
contest now has been between Lewis anti t^ 
general, Capt. Gardner of the Ba^bus ^d« 
dressed a line to coL Armstrong for some tifi 
tides for the schocmer ; and fbr an additk^ii- <ii 
hands, complainitfg that he had ndt men ecfoti^ 
to work the vessel. Lewis thought (^nd ve^ 
properly in my opinion) this note shodldbft^ 
been addressed to hirm and that li belo^gtd to 
him to give an answer. The general thougM 
otherwise, and observed that Lewis had nd^ 
^ing to do but to obey his orders. Lewfo^ 
temper could n^yt bear diis^ and he tdOkM^ 
stand* He declared' the Bacdius should hai^i 
none of his men, as he wanted all for his own 
vessel ; and threatened that if he was overrul- 
ed, he would resign. The altercation grew 
more and more violent, till Lewis resolved in- 
' stantly to leave the ship. He directed his ser- 
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vartt to produce his baggage that he might go 
on board, the Bacchus, which had been order- 
ed by him to heave to for that purpose. The 
mates of our ship seeing things going such 
lengths, swore they would follow Lewis and 
jhad their trunks brought on deck to be put in- 
to the boat, then along side. Matters having 
proceeded thus far, col. Klrkland, who had pru- 
dently waited till Lewis' passion had a little 
calmed down, undertook the office of media- 
tion — and by good management at length ac- 
complished the restoration of peace, greatly to 
the satis&ction of every one. The Bacchus 
^was supplied, except with the sailors, which 
were deemed unnecessary to her ; and we a- 
gain made sail ; for during the dispute we had 
been laying to. It is a grievous thing that 
Miranda has not taken more pains to cement 
his little band ; and not suffered the ill will and 
malice which might have been checked at 
first, to take such deep root in the mind's of 
some of his principal officers, as to threaten 
deadly effects. 

April 6th. Tell me, if you can, have all the 
demons of ill \\ill and contradiction tak- 
en a stand against us, that ~ we should fail in 
almost every thing which we^ set about ? At 
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leaving Jacquemel it was the genend^ inteiv- 
tion to anchor at Bonau*, a small inland near 
that part of the Spanish Nfenn where it it 
supposed we are to land. After being tea 
days at sea^ we have the mortification to find 
ourselves, through the ignorance of our pilc^ 
carried almost to the bdttom of the Gulf off 
Venezuelai We are seventy miles dead to 
leeward of Bonair. What with the trade winds . 
and the t^urrent, which is common here, and 
may happen to set against us, and most Kkel^ 
does, at this very moment, we may be two 
weeks or twenty days in this Gulf. We chas- 
ed a small vessel this morning supposing heir 
to be Spanish ; but she gave us the slip bjr 
running into a river on the north side of the 
gulf; however, had we caught her, we could 
have done nothing, unless it had been under 
Columbian Colours; and then the capture would 
have been at out peril. It is not long, since 
the general said he did not intend to hoist hh 
new flag on board the ship till it was first vic- 
toriously displayed in his native land ; and 
that he had no right to use the American En- 
sign. The latter observation convinces' me of 
what I have long suspected, that he never had 
any official encouragement from our govem- 
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fflctit, tboughvas I h^ve before remarked^ he Iia» 
frequently iiteinuated that the president ha4 
^ven more tfia» a. tacit sancticxi to his enterr 
prise. 



LETTER IX. 

Arrival atArubai-^Manxmeringtke troops.^r 
Remarks. 

Leander at Arubdy April Wth^ 1806. 

WE have just anchored at this island, after 
a much quicker passage from the Gulf of Ven- 
zuela than we had reason to expect. We had_ 
trouble in anchoring through the violent wind 
and bad holding ground. We find two ves- 
sels here, a brig and schooner, armed smug- 
glers employed in' the trade between the In- 
diau coast on the Main and Jamaica ; which 
at first fired at us, supposing we were Span- 
iards, till we made them understand we were 
friends. 

The general and several officers have taken 
quarters on shore, and I understood our troops 
are to be paraded and exercised here. Hav- 
ing performed this work and got a few sup- 
plies, which we need, we shall proceed imme^ 
diately to the land of promise* 
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April \Sth. Our troopb'have been co 
stantly exercising under the direction and ii 
struction of cot Kirkland, who Ims brougl 
them forward wonderfully for the short tin; 
he has had them in hand. He has 
great spirit of command and seems alread 
to have communicated to these troops a goo 
degree of martial port and feeling. The; 
were reviewed yesterday by the general ; h( 
was highly pleased with their progress and th( 
method of training and discipline pursued b} 
their commanding officer. The envy that fol- 
lows merit, in this as in any c^her service is 
one discouragement from being conspicuously 
useful, or earnhig distinction from the chief. 
His favour is expected to be a passport to for- 
tune ; and to have much cTf it is of course no 
recommendation to the good will of those,\vbo 
are competitors lor the same boon without the 
qualifications necessary to obtain , it by direct 
means. Hence it would not surprise you to 
know that there are those among us who rely 
for favour on flattery and intrigue, rather than 
on their own desert ; and of consequence l©ok 
with an evil eye upon those,who are not oblig- 
ed or inclini d to pay the same price for influ. 
ence. in this small society, as a sprightly au^ 

Digitized by Google 



tlKNT t>bMrvi» of a grett erne, that 68 Ihe 6ityr of 
London, *^ there is a inarket for cunmng'' and 
If hope also ^* an emporium tot lioaesty^^* but 
here as-thete 

MHohtfstmen 

Are the soft easy* cushions^.on which knaves . 

Repose and fatten.** 



LETTER Xr 

jbeparture/rom Aruba — Events till the arrival 
en the coast. --^Singular order.- ^ A great dis-- 
pute — Resignation of Leivis —The Main 
land in sight.-'^ailors enlisted as soldiers."^ 
Ready to land^^ 

April l^thfil^O^^ 

: WR embarked laiM evening and soiled tMk 
Mbitiing a« Aiyi Ughl^ teving iti eoKnlMB^y Ml 
English schooneF motmi^ ^% guns, conii* 
iiefndtd.by oapt. AiiMips, who, the g^ineral 
siys, will aflbrd Ms assistance. To ^iMs pear*, 
settle has ^iven ^l^teri^tderS, sefifled, to ^ 
Galled ak a stiit^ble time, a mark of e^M^ 
Aence to a stranger Whteh s^crmsa KHle extra* 
drdinary. A rtalnsaidto'be a skilf^il pitot to 
the Main, was engaged in that capacity at iUjiH 
Ba. ^ 
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liih. The following extraordinary coiol-- 
mand was tbm day given out. 

*^ G* . O. Parole, Nelson. Countersiga, 
Trafalgar. One subaltern with side arms, to 
mount every morning at 1 1 o'clock, whose du- 
ty it will be to remain on deck, where he is 
to notice 'and report immediateljf to the com- 
mander in chief any diing remarkable that 
may take place during the d^y; At day light 
in the morning he is to call upon lieut. coL 
Smith, his aid-de-camp,and report to him whe- 
ther any land or vessels are in sight, the situa^ 
tion of the vessels which accompany the Len- 
der ; and should ainy officer have any commu- 
nication of consequence to make during the 
time he^ may be asleep, he begs it may be im- 
mediately communicated to his aid-de-osmp, 
Vijho haft directions to. call upon him, at all- 
tim^s when duty requires it.'' 

The original order m^d^ it the du^ c€ ijbt 
subaUerp ^^ to Qbserve the courses an^ distan* 
ces of the ship throughout the twenty f^^r 
hours; the directi9n of the wind i and to not 
tice the working of they^(|fesel, &c." Thi^ 
Lewi^ ridiculed suvd declared it should not be 
put in force, which led the g^qeral t9. direct it 
to be modified as above. I thought tha;^ 
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would beanotlier ckshiog df jurndtetigns and 
that we should see another, battle. ' 

There is to be sure no more occasion for 
such an order as this^ than there is to station a 
Catholic altar on the ma$t hc^d ; and it will 
do as much good. With two or three 
exceptions, none of the subaltern^ know a sin- 
gle point of the compass, still less do they un- 
derstand the management of a ship. It is the 
custom now, in consequetice of this new regu- 
lation, to see one of oiir redoubtable subalterns 
approaching from the cabin equipped in full 
uniforiin, armed With a long rusty dragoon sa- 
bre, with a roll of paper in one hand and a pen- 
cil in the other to minute down the occurren- 
oes of the day, amidst the pointed ridicule of 
liCwis and his mates ; and the stifled laughter 
of the whole ship^s crew. Still, however, the 
quarter master . general persists in requiring 
this unnecessary and ludicrous duty. 

April 2\ St ^ 11 o'^tlock at night. Ai> adverse 
star sheds its malignant influence over our ex- 
pedition ; or in plain language we have no 
principle of unionv More rage, thunder and 
fury broke out this morning between the old 
disputants, Lewis and the general. The very 
ship herself trembled t pit the uproar ; constcr- 
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nation, Bread anS dismay f^iignei* 4ii ^tmiff 
countenance within her sid<?«. We are quiist 
at this moment ; 'but^Hcaven only knows how 
long harmony « or rather Rmotliered vengeaitt* 
is to have its duration. The general i^ posf. 
messed with an idea that' the ship has not becti 
-managed to the best advantage by Lewis and 
his officers, since w^last put to sea. He Jins 
several times expressed his doubts to persoite 
^most acquainted with seamanship on board; 
who have, I believe, treated them generally as 
groundless. But whenever liis exceMency has 
persuaded himself into an opinmn, he is like^a 
Sstream which will not roll back. Reasonifig 
and facts are but vain breath. He has taketi^t 
into faosliead that he isa sailor as well as a genditd 
and a philosopher ; smd he seems to thki^ thbt 
a ship may be forced to make head waj^ in a 
calm, or beat to windward With the greatest ft- 
cfxlity, against strong currents and light #ifid^^ 
and Jbeeause the Le^nder ridicules his new hy- 
pothesis in not doing either of these imp^f^- 
bilities, he has become impatient, ill tempci^d 
^ and abusive, scolding from morning till night 
at the poor navigators for what he calls tttoir 
in attention, neglect and disafiection. In vain 
do they urge that the-tnoon or trade winds im- 
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|iel the Haters to the westward ; his excelkh- 
cy is in, a hurry to sail in an opposite course 
and blames the captwi and mates becausp we 
do not advance in that direction ; and because 
they do not understand the art of obliging the 
wind to blow fresh in a season of the year wheft 
calms are common and to. be expected. 

Two days ago in the afternoon we were a<f 
no great distance from Curacoa and expected 
to reach Bonair in a short time ; however, that 
ill luck which seems always tb be at our cU 
bow, brqught on a stormy night and we were 
frequently obliged to shorten sail ; the ship was 
labouring twelve hours in a heavy sea, with a 
^ong current setting against hen Under 
Uiesc circuirtstances nothing could be expected 
but that the ship would drift to leeward. The 
next morning this was found to have been th? 
case ; in consequence of which the general 
tills day called a council of war to inquire into 
the affiiir. The pilot, whom we engaged at 
Aruba, was examined, and the opinioi^s of ma- 
jor Powell and major Donahue and oAers were 
taken ; and a report was made unfavourable to 
Lewis. I have no doubt that a majority of the 
council gave their sincere opinions and "gave 

them with delicacy and candour. I will answer 
G 
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for seveial of them that they are superior to 
malke against the captain ; and are ino^Ue 
of seeking the generates &vour by doing an ii^ 
jury to another. But in my a{^)rehension thek 
anxiety to reach the scene of operation and 
their uncomfortable situation in a crowded sbq>| 
disposing them to be impatient at any thing 
having the appearance of intentional neglect or 
delay, has warped their better judgment ; an4 
made them censure where they should have ac- 
quitted. The only important fact in suppcMrt 
of their sentence is that the third mate was 
asleep on Saturday night, when a^heavy squaU 
struck the ship and compelled her to be^ 
away almost before the wind till the topsaib 
could be clewed down and reefed : but during 
this time, she could not at the utmost have fel- 
len to keward more than a league. . Thp 
blame here belongs to the^ subordinate not to 
the principal officer ; and it would have beep 
very right to punish the oflFcnder severely^ 
The current, heavy swell and the impossibiU^ 
ty of carrying sail with safety in bad weather 
on a ship whose rigging is bad enough for con- 
demnation are sufficient to account for our slow 
progress. An unprejudiced person, versed in 
navigating a vessel, would be satisfied, I think, 
that capt.^ Lewis has done his best* . 
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As soon as our captain was mforitted what 
the general and council of war had been about 
in the cabin, he flew into a rage not far remov- 
ed from madness ; and poured out his senti^ 
meats to Miranda in the most plain and une«» 
^uivocal terms, though I do not remember to 
liave heard him make use of any ungentlemam 
ly expression. Mii^nda's temper not less vio- 
lent than the other's took fire, and for some mi- 
nUtes it was a difficult matter to hear the sound 
©f one's own voice. Col. Armstrong endea- 
voured several times, and resorted to many ex- 
pedients, to produce a reconciliation ; but as 
happened before had the misfortune to involve 
liimself still more deeply in the displeasure <rf 
both parties* In his resentment Lewis resign- 
ed hb military commission ; and has ceased to 
be any longer a colonel in Miranda's service, 
with which he declares he is sincerely sorry he 
ever had any concern ; and that in future he 
will have nothing further to db with his excel- 
lency or his enterprise, more than to secure the 
Interest of Mr. Ogden. 

What will be the final consequence of this 
affiiir, cannot be foreseen. If Lewb chooses 
to revenge himself, he can do it in a sovereign 
dc^ee^ by objecting to the sailws leaving the 
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^ip to become soldiers, when we reach ^ 
place of destination ; for not a man of them 
will stir without his ccmsent* But I believe he 
will not take such a step^ however he roaj 
Uiink himself injured; 

Jpril 22rf, 9 o^clock, P. M. The Bee has had 
the misfortune to spring her main mast; but k 
was repaired immediately by.tlie carpenters o| 
our ship/ Had the weather been bmstenms, it 
is likely we should have added the loss of thit 
vessel to our other troubles. Major Donahue 
was sent on board.the Bacchus this morning and 
ordered to hasten with all dispatch to the island 
of Bonair with a mission from the general relate 
ing to the expedition. His object nadoubt is to 
obtain intelligencCi and particularly to see whetbr 
er there are any vessels at that island, as his ex^ 
cellency has said that he expected one or mor^ 
British frigates or a vessel of less force there, 
which would attend him to the Spanish Main^ 

Wednesday, April 25rf, 5 o^ clock, P. M. We 
are now laying to, off the principal town of Bo- 
nair, waiting to be joined by the Bacchus. She 
is coming out, and we> shall hear the news ii^ 
the course of an hour. 

Six d^ clock. The major has just this instant 
returned on board* Ther? are no British v€^ 
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iSehin 1}iis pbrt ; and I'believe hfe brings^ na^ 
impoitant inttelligence. 

jtprii24ih, 10 o^chcit, A. M. Curdcoa. Lit- 
fie Cursicoa, B'otlair and the main land are all iit 
^gfaty the weather is chartiing-^the wind just 
ds It ought to be for our purpose f and we are 
5fll animation, full of business lind bustle^ 
making rfeady to land among the Spaniards^ 
^'hom we have so long promised to visit. We- 
have shaped our course for Obumara, and are 
standing towards our destined port under ea- 
sy sail. The English schooner which joined 
ufe at Aruba, finding that we did not proceed 
tb the'^ Main as soon as we expected, has left 
US; The general says that capt. Phillips had 
only consented to accompany him on condi- 
tion that we should make an attempt to land in 
eight days from our leaving Aruba. 

April 25thi I have before observed to you 
that the men are greatly attached to Lewis, and 
if required would obey no authority but his. 
Though they have submitted to be drilled as 
soldiers and have heretofore probably expect- ' 
ed to bear arms on shore, yet they were never 
absolutely engaged for that purpose. The 
principal officers thought it necessary, before 
coming to land, to propose to these men to en- 
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list; but they declined^ alleging diat they 
wer^ not bound by anything but the ship's ar- 
tides. The dilutes that have arisen between 
Lewis and the general had created in their 
minds a suspicion and dblike of the latter ; and 
the many delays and disappointments- we have 
experienced had depressed their spirits and 
made tiiem indisposed or averse to enroUing 
themselves in Miranda's service. It seemed 
left to the officers to devbe a method of over- 
coming thb backwardness of the sailors and 
use their personal influence with them to con- 
cur, for Miranda could, not or would not move 
first in the business though it was so indispen- 
sable and certainly would not take care< of it- 
self. He had the folly, I may almost say ef- 
frontery to maintain that there was no occasion 
to consult the sailors and that they might be 
compelled to serve on^orejf which was say- 
ing that they might be|Fccmpelled without the 
right or power to compel, or that the officers 
might first fight the sailors ai^ with diern^ 
when subdued, fight the Spaniards I Major 
Powell suggested the plan of making the offisra 
contained in the following proclamation, which 
he drew up and which, after finding that the 
tars would not risque their necks and the loss 
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of thdir wages as seamen of the Leander for no- 
thing, the general condescended to sign. In 
the meantime capt. Lewis was consulted to 
know whether he would pncourage the sailors 
to join the army, as it had been whispered 
that one of the mates had declared that not a 
man would leave the ship except Lewis ^com- 
manded the landing. In this affiiir however he 
acted with perfect fairness and good nature ; 
^:id not only gave a promise to use his influ- 
ence with the crew in favour of the proposals,^ 
but performed it with more zeal than from pre- 
vious events might have been expected. 
PROCLAMATION. 

** General Miranda, commander in chief of 
the army of Columbia, wishing to encourage 
the services and zeal of those of the crew of the 
Leander, who volunteer for the land service, 
ciigs^^ to give the following boun^ and re« 
ward to every man who manifests spirit and 
promptitude in landing and forming himself 
under the standard of Columbia on shore. 

** 1st. Thirty dollari per month as pay from 
the day of enrolment. 

** 2d. A bounty of fifty dollars per month to 
all those who at the close of the campaign &hall 
receive from his commanding officer a certifi- 
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cafe of his having distuiguished himself in tti» 
service. 

^^ 3d. And the non-commissicyfied officers 
an additional pay and bounty in proportion. 

** 4th, And moreover desirous to provMis fot- 
the continual "prosperity and happiness of all" 
those, w1k> shall distinguish themselves ; tO' 
every man who wishes to return toiiis fhmily, 
a gratuity proportioned to the fidelity and^ou-^ 
rage he shall have testified." 
On board the Leandery at sea^ 

tfu 25th of April, 1806. 
(Signed) 

FRAN : DE MIRANDA. 

When this paper had been prepared in thcf 
eabin, it was handed to capt. Lewis on deck^ 
who read and explained it to the crew ; howe- 
ver they still held back. The officer then, 
commanding the regiment in which they were 
to be placed, and in whose favour they were 
very much prepossessed, addressed them in 
1 anguage adapted to their capacities. He stat* 
ed the favourable chances and prospects of the 
service for which they were required, and asi 
sured them that he would accept no compen- 
sation for his own services, until he first saw 
all the promises contahied in the proclamation 
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just read to them fblfiUed. By this time they 
were generally" prepared to accept the offers 
i(iade to tbem« Their names were succesBivdy^ 
taken down ; many of them immediately sub- 
scribed to the oath of fidelity ^and thereat follow* 
ed in the course of the day* Seventeen only in- 
eluding officers remained to numi^e the ship*. 
This number^ deducted from that of our crew 
and added to those befcH'e attached to the army, 
makes our efficient force consist of about one 
hundred and eighty three souls including per- 
sons of every description. 

Not much now remains to be done, before 
we shall be entirely prepared to attempt our 
long projected landing. 

Six. miles from the shore of Ocumara^ 9 
0^ clocks P. M. The following order is just is-i 
sued. We are in high spirits ; we shall land 
this night and enter upon our new destinies. 

** G. Q. The officers and soldiers of the 
Columbian army, are to hold themselves in rea* 
diness to land at a moment's warning, on th# 
ship's arrival in port, which is expected to be 
thisevj^ning.'* 

By order of the Commander in Chief 
(Signed) B. ROORBACK, 

Major of Brigade^ 
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LETTER XL 

The Leander attacked by tV)o Spanish i^uarda 
Castas. ^The schooners Bee and Bacchus cap* 
ttired." Rencounter v)ith them""LLe^is not t$ 
htdniefor the loss of the schooners. — Names of 

' the officers and men captured. — Discaoery of 
the want of water. — Shape our course for the 
isTand of Bonair. — The officers entertain sus* 
pzcions of their chief — They have prhate 

' consultations. — Conduct of the general in the . 
action and subsequent council of war and their 
determination. — Reflections, 6?^. 

Leander^ at sea^ May 6th; 1M)6. 

WE 1^ ruined. We have been obliged 
tOiles^e the Main without landing ; and whdt 
is infinitely worse, to leave a large part of our 
people and associates in tlie hands of the Span*, 
iards. Our motions were watched by twa 
Spanish guarda costas, who gave us IxUtle and 
have succeeded in capturing our schooners 
with nearly sixty of our men and officers, and 
ia large quantity of arms and aminunitioii, 
T hus are we involved in disgrace aiid defeat, 
attended with the keenest aggravations. Well 
may the Spaiiiards triumph over us baffled and 
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oonfouhded as we have been in the very out- 
set. Miserable infatuation that brought us 
here to prove our improvidence and weakness. 
God have mercy on our captured friends, be- 
guiled by misplaced confidence to their ruin, 
destined probably to drag out a wretched ex- 
istence in slavery, or meet an ignominious 
death. 

I could not write before ; this dreadful af* 
fair has kept me silent ; I will now endeavour 
to give you a relation of our misfortune. 

At six o'clock in the morning, on the 27th 
of last month, we saw two strange vessels 
standing along the land. The general thought 
proper to give them chace ; as soon as they 
discovered us making after them, they crowd- 
ed sail and run for the shore. At ten o'clock, 
A. M. we gave over the chace, hauled close to 
the wind and stood off from the land ; at this 
time we were about twenty miles distant from 
Porto Cabello. Regardless of those two ves- 
sels, which werfe a brig and schooner, we began 
at meridian to make the necessary preparations 
for landing at night. The Bee and Bacchus 
were both laying to, with their boats out, for 
the purpose of conveying the troops, arms, &c. 
on board. These small vessels, on account 
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of their Utde draught of water, were to be ea^*- 
ployed to land the detachment; While we were 
thus busied, the two vessels before mentioned^ 
and which we found to be guarda costas, about 
two leagues and a half distant, were seen, en- 
deavouring apparently to get up with us ; tins, 
was at three o'clock in the afternoon. Our. 
boat, which had been carrying arms to the 
schooners, ^was instantly hoisted in ; the other 
boats ordered back to their respective vessels^ 
and the ship cleared for action. Though some. 
doubts had been started, it was the general o- 
pinion that these vessels were Spaniards ; and 
that they could if disposed get witlun gun shot 
of us, in the course of the night. But the gen* 
eral continued in the resolution of effecting an 
immediate landing if possible. To this end^ 
after sun set, we stood in for the place at which, 
the debarkation was to have been made, at no 
greatdistance from Porto Cabello ; but ourde- 
sign was frustrated by the pilot. He mistook 
the intended spot, owing to the darkness of the 
night, and the similitude of the mountains and 
land marks along the coast. At the discovery 
of this mistake major Powell and major Don- 
aliue went on board of*the Bacchus, in order 
to reconnoitre the shore, and to find the places 
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^!4»t>o&lied^ for limdSng the troeps. Whether 
th^ were ordered on this dutjr by the general, 
or ToltJnteered their services I know not ; but 
certaiift it- is, that the aflfeir terminated very dif- 
ferendy firom our expectations. It was suppos- 
ed that they could^' soon find the spot, or dis- 
cover the pursuit to be vain ; and that they 
would not be more than an hour or two ab- 
sent. At the expiration oFthis time signals of 
rector were made, and frequently repeated 
through the night ; but, unfortunately, they 
were either not seen or not attended to. 

About midnight the Sjpaniards were again 
seen ; arwi signals were perceived passing be- 
tween them and the fort of Porto Cabello. 
Our crew were kept at quarters all night and 
ready for action in the morning. Before sun- 
rise our enemies hoisted Spanish colours ;--* 
we hoisted none— -however, the American jack 
was flying as a signal for the two schooners to 
keep close to the Leander. At a quarter past 
8, A. M. one of the Spaniards, (the brig) open- 
cdia fire upon the Bacchus, then close in shore 
under a heavy press, of sail, which soon after- 
wards she took in, and anchored. This was a 
matter of surprise to every body — but partic- 
H 
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''Ularly to Lewis, who could not imagine d»^ 
meaniog of so strange conduct at such atimct 
• At 11. A* M. the sea breeze favouring us, 
we bore down on the enemy and commenced 
firing from our starboard guns. Both vesseb 
instantly opened Upon us ; but we were too 
far apart, either to receive or do any material 
damage. The action, or rather skirmish last-, 
cd only thirty four minutes* Our men were 
spirited, and gave three cheers, on being tdd 
by Lewis that the general would give them the 
enemy's vessels, if they acted like brave fel- 
lows ; meaning that none of the officers should 
share in the prize money. We sustained but 
little injury from the fire of ^e Guarda Costas* 
The enemy endeavoured to avoid close ac- 
tion ; had they shortened sail to let us come 
up, it was captain Lewis* intention to board 
the moment a chance offered ; but neither of 
them would show an opportunity. This in* 
duced him to stand off from them, with the ap* 
jpearance of running, supposing that they would 
follow us. and as they would probably have sep- 
arated in the chase, it would have given us the 
advsmtage of engaging singly ; but they per- 
ceived our design, and instead of pursuing us^ 
^ey made for our schooners, then at too great 
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i distance, as they had borne away to escape^ 
to be prbtected by the Leander ; and we were 
doomed to the inexpressible anguish of seeing 
our friends fall captive into the hands of ene- 
mies, from whom they could hope for no mer- 
cy ; and ourselves, though ready to encounter 
every risk, deprived of all power to afford them- 
relief or attempt their rescue. 

Perplexity and distress ensued, in our ship. 
What shall be done was the question ? — 
**, What say you captain? — -what say yougener-, 
al ?"— various persons were consulted, and it 
was soon determined, to stand off, and I be-. 
lieve for good reasons ; if it was any object to 
save ourselves. No doubt this conduct will 
be pronounced cowardly ; but hardiness is not 
courage. Had we pursued the Spanish vessels, 
sailing much faster than we. they would ua-. 
doubtedly have Bun into port, where we could 
not follow them without being cut to pieces 
by the guns of the fort. If it was proper fof 
us to engage them, double in force to us as they 
were, still we .could not do it without their con- 
sent, and this they had evinced, by their mak- 
ing off, that they would not give. They were 
content with capturing our schooners, on board 
of which, they had seen many of our men and 
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arms carried, supposing, that in accom^isMi^ 
this, tliey could entirely frustrate our design, 
without risking an «icounter with the Lca^ 
der. The misfortune is to be ascribe to dtt 
commanders of the schooners not observing ^ 
not obeying the signals nuide for their govei^ 
meat. They were ordered to st^ by the iie- 
ander; had they done so, she would hate 
been victorious or would have shared their &t6, 
whatever it might have beea. 

As the landhig did not take place, it is im- 
possible to say, what would have been the ne- 
suit, judging from all circumstances, I appre- 
hend it would have been disastrous. . The 
plan of our operations as explained to me, was 
that a detachment of a hundred men or mone^, 
under majors Roorbach and Powell should first 
go on shore ; and the general and remainder of 
the force should stay on boacd, till the fate of 
the first party should, be known. The precise 
place fixed upon lor landing was aot pain^ 
out to any but the commanders ; but it was 
said to be one side of a fort near Porto Cabd- 
lo ; which our troops were to attempt to take 
on the land side, if found vultierable there ; bmt 
if this would not do, they were to leave the 
fortress and make for the interior^ in expecta* 
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don of being joined by the inhabitants, or reach* 
ing the patriots, always -declared by the gene<- 
ral to be embocUed un^r Don Pedro Minto. 
You have below* a list of the names of the of- 
ficers and men captured in the schooners, and 
probably you may know some of these unfor^ 
tunate victims of this ill-fated expedition. 



^Officers. 
Majors Powell, 

Donahue, 
Capt^s. Durning, 
BjIIop, 
Mr. Lippencott, 
Lieut*8» F<rquharson> 
Moore, 
Sullivan, 
Mr. Negus, 
Lieut's* Shannon, 

HaU, 
Privates, 
Benjamin Nicholson, 
Bobert Rains, 
John Hays, 
George Furgusoti, 
William Lof^, 
F. Riggers, 
Elisha King, 
Samuel Price, 
J[ohn fiurk, 

H2 



Officers^ 
Capt*s. Gardner, 
Burgudd, 
Heckle, 
Huddle, 
Lieut's. Johnson, 
Ferris, 
Kemper, 
George, 
Ingersott, 
Gill, 

Saunders, 
Privatei^ 

William Burnside, 

John Pompey, 

William Pride, 

James Grant, 

Thomas Burlingham> 

Robert Stephens, 

John Scott, 

David Shenton, 

Alexander Bucchann^, 
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There wett about seren privates i^iow w^mi 
I do not kiiow« A son of c«pt, Heokie ^^Pi^^e 
years of age was in the «aiiie v^essel mth hii 
&tiien Huddle, Lippencott «iid Neg«Ms kf^ 
lo^ed to the Bee, capUm, auperc^^, ati4 
mate. 

Ttie thought of the«e men, iti spite irf* at* 
tempts to appear at ease, lies heavy on my spir» 
its. I revolve the fete of major Powell par- 
ticularly .with grief. He was one of the most 
amiable of men ; by heart, mind and manners, 
'qualifod to be loved and esteemed. Amid^ 
all the scandal and ill will among us, I never 
heard a mouth open against him. What sad 
intelligence awaits his friends and relatives at 
home ? There is no peril which we would not 
encounter to rescue our comrades ; but whift 
can we do ? 

The day after the encounter (April 29th,) it 
jappeared that we were exposed to a new said 



F. W. Raymond, Mathew BucchftimaiH 

Joseph Bennet, Benjamin Davis, 

Daniel McKey, John Parsdls, 

M. Smith, Stephen Burtis, 

Henry Sperry, Peter Naulty, 
John £ds9U. 
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unegtpbcted e?U» Tbere was but a silftgle ctisk 
of wkter (HI boaid and we were reduced to aa 
ftllowaiice of a pmt per iq»n«^ 

it was neaessary to seek a port for a fresh 
supply, and we steered for Bon^u: ; where ha v* 
ing a good wind, we fortunately arrived that 
very night, or we should sooa have found our^ 
selves escaped from the sword to perish by 

Having reaiained at Bonair a diort time, to 
get a few necessaries, we set sail, and have been 
at sea since the first of this mond)^ aiming for 
Ihe ifilahd of Trinidad. 

Whilst we lay at Bonair the offioershad much 
private cotisultatkm with one another concern'^ 
ing what could or should be done. Almost e v^ 
ery individual seemed impressed with an idea 
that our leader had deceived us, as well as himi- 
self; I have no doubt but some thought of re* 
fusing submission and putting themselves and 
tiie ship under some other command; but die haz« 
ards of the attempt appeared too serious. W* 
could not but fed disgusted af^d incensed that 
Miranda should lead us headlcmg into danger 



• It was not till the time of the action that we discorer- 
ed our water was sp nearly exhausted. 
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asid destruction, which he ought to have Sxt^ 
seen or known. There could be no doubt in 
his mind, before we left St. Domingo, that the 
Spaniards were apprised of our de»gn ; and 
were preparf^d to give us a warm reception. 
He was di^ppo.irited in not having the Empe* 
ror« If she was necessary, why did he not give 
up his plan and make some difinitive arrange- 
ments for that British assistance, which he said 
he could have, and indeed, which he always pro^^ 
fessed, insincerely, 1 now believe, to expect. 

During our skirmish the general behav^ 
with great coolness ; and when entreated by his 
officers to go below, a$. on his life every thing 
depended, derided thei^ fesu^, and kept his 
place on deck. After our discomfiture and re- 
treat he was in great turmoil.— ^Sometimes ah^ 
sorbed, sometimes venting himself in bursts of 
execration agamstthe captain of the Emperor- 
in complaint at the English for not coming to 
our help, and sometimes dejected. But he 
seemed inclined to see us as little as possible i 
?Lnd did not try to explain or vindicate his con- 
duct, or enable us to understand why his 
schemes had been thus blasted in the bud. It 
gave him evident uneasiness and displeasure, 
when any of us, iutimated a wish to hear a plau-; 
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vibie tfecdnnt 'of our ^iMsten He has nefW re- 
dunaled a oollected and Voided Rutnner; and 
«peaks as though the ^teaign was *sttH tp&pScttbf 
^(nracticdUe aiid the resources for it abmidant ; 
hM it had teceived tiie late chedc from ^ ca&- 
M9itCy not to be expected agaitu To 81k>w his 
iaonident manner, wl^h can*e to htm on a sari^ 
iden, speaking of one of hts ield officers, he 
^fs, <^ I hope in two months to see htm at the 
head often thousand men." This undtscour- 
aged air of the general serves to keep alive die 
hopes of the -reflecting part of our littie band, 
that be has means to effect hisobject* 

Two -days after we sailed from Bonair, the 
general, who had st^ ^ idea of landing on the 
Main, without being reinforced, oalled a coun- 
cil of war, at which were preseirt all the officeri^ 
M his service. When they were convened^ he 
proposed two plans for their coiisklera/tion4 

The first was to proceed to Trinidad for ^le 
purpose of obtfttmig military and naval sirO 
cours ; which he stated Would certamly be fiir»- 
nishedby the British to fedlitate his enteiyrise ; 
andalsOftoprocttre fturthet iixformation respect- 
ing South America. . 

The second proportion was to altempt att, 
immediate landing tX Coro« 
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Ttie council unanimously agreed that w^ 
aliould proceed on out course to Trinidad^ 
where, from the information of the general, they 
supposed that we should certainly obtain aH 
the assistance necessary to efifect the grand ob* 
ject, on which the greater part are bent. The 
plan of going to Coro was rejected,'because it 
appeared t>robable to the council that we should 
again be attacked by the Guarda Costas, which 
it seemed likely woiild repair to the Gulf of Co- 
ro, under the supposition that we would attempt 
a landing at that place. Besides, we are so 
weakened by our loss, that without a reinforce- 
ment we cannot attempt any thing with the 
slightest prospect of success. 

Until we reach our destined port, we must 
patiently bear a number of privations and in- 
conveniences. We have no great supply of 
water, nor is that little good ; we are allowan* 
ced at three pints per day each man, which at 
Ais rate will last abou^ twenty days. Our 
bread, pork and beef ace scarce, and by no 
means the best. Thus situated, you must see^ 
that we have but a gloomy prospect in view, 
when you add that wo have to beat against 
head winds and contrary currents every mil^ 
of the distance to Trinidad« 
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LETTER XII. 

Undignified conduct of his excellency to one of 
his officers^ &?r. 

May 9th. 1806. 
IT belongs to my story to relate an in- 
stance of the gencraPs violence, that made me 
blush for the honour of grey hairs, learning 
and experience. It happened on the quarter 
deck in the presence of all the officers and the 
whole ship's crew at bonair, two or three day* 
after our misfortune. Stung- as he is with dis- 
appointment, he might plead Orlando's e?;- 
cuse for something uncourteous ; 

■ I — ** The thorny point 

' « ^)f bare distress hath ia*en from me the shew 
" Of smooth civiUlf." 

But what I am going to relate was outrageous 
passion. 

One of the engineer officers, having got in- 
to some embarrassment pn shore, through 
want of money, on his return to the ship, was 
mentioning the circumstance ta one of his com- 
panions loudenough to be heard by the general 
who was sitting near, and probably ruminating 
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on his disaster. In the course of the conversadiofi 
this officer hadtheimprttdenoe to utter sometUng 
about, ** months pay,'* " can't serve for no- 
thing;** wkh odier treasonabk expressicms; 
upon which Miranda ordered Urn to be silent ; 
and not being instantly obeyed, seized him by 
die throat ^id threw him off the ship's gunnel, 
where he had been skting, on cme of the guns, 
and afier repeated twii^s^ shakes and twists, 
dashed him sls^ on the deck. The engineer, 
when a litde recovered from his fright, c^ned 
his mouth to ^s effect ; ^^ you don't meaa to 
strike me again, I hope general^'^ " s4arike yovt 
lagain," quoth the general, " yes l^ G — d^I'U 
exterminate you ; where is your respect for your 
generaL"' ^^ I have always respeded you ?«%& 
done my duty sir," answered the trembUng of- 
ficer. ** You have not," replied the chief, **^so 
silence this moment sir." ** I am not to be 
treated in this manner gencrat; to avoid it, I 
will thank you for my discharge and I'll go on- 
shore at this island." ** Sirrah'*^^ exclaimed Mi- 
randa in a rage, ** you shall be dismissed when' 
I thiolk proper, and not when you please, y^ 
are at ;7fy disposal, and I shall retain, or sead^ 
you away, as it best s^ks my purpose." ** B^fi 
1 have a right to leave your service," urged^tfife 
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engineer, " hold your tongue sir, you have no 
rights here but obedience/' retorted his exceU 
lency. The officer, however, insisted on his 
right to leave a service,in which he was ill-treat* 
ed and not paid ; at which the general could no 
longer restrain his passion ; and this shameful 
and ridiculous affair cdncluded by a severe rub 
of his knuckles over the ridge of the engineer's 
nose, not a little to the annoyance of his under 
lip and chin. 

Though I felt the utmost indignation at the' 
sight of this outrage, yet it had so much of the 
ludicrous, that I could not help laughing. Im- 
agine a short, plump, toad- fashioned man (for 
such was the lieut. of engineers) tumbled head 
over heels, and vice versa and making as many 
grimaces, expressive of fear and anger as a 
baboon thrown into the air, and you will admit, 
if he was not exposed to be seriously hurt, 
theref was so much more of the comic than trag- 
ical in the exhibition, as to provoke ourrisibles. 
But neither I nor any other, could suppress a 
feeling of disgust and abhorrence at the want of 
self-command and of dignity in the commander 
in chief. He had cause undoubtedly to resent 
the language of the engineer, who was a little 
excited with liquor ; yet the proper course 
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would have been to put hua under mresl 
for triaL What security has any of us 
under the command of a man who can be 
carried away by brutal fury ? God grant, we 
may not find ourselves at the mercy of a tyrant. 
If this be a specimen of his adminirtratioa 2^ 
mong the free people of ColumlHa, I think we 
shall have rights on paper and wrongs m 
£a<it» 



LETTER XIII. 

Of Margaritia. — Ltumier endeavours to avoid 
every strange saiL^^Crevo on short allow* 
ance. — Hardships. — Religious service oh 
hoard and Miranda^ s conduct respeciit^ it. 

Leander^ atsea^ Moy 14/A, 1806. 
WE begin seriously to fed the want of 
water and provisions) and we are obliged tp 
use the strictest ceconomy in the expenditure 
of both ; so much so, that we commonly goto 
bed parched with thirst, and gnawed by hiMi. 
ger. The island of Margaritta is now in sights 
but the current is setting so strong against \m^ 
and the wind so unfavourable, that we shall not 
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be* able to get up wldi it for some time, most 
probably, not until we are reduced to four oun* 
ces of bread and 9 pint of water, if not less or 
even none. 

Tliere is a ship in sight to leeward, that ap-r 

pears to be chasing us. According to custom^ 

we are crowding sail to get out of her reach. 

There can be no question but that the general 

is imich afraid of the ships of his countrymen 

and their allies. We may indeed expect the 

worst^ioUieeventcrfcapture. Yet 1 would rather 

contend with double oi»r own force, especially 

if 'die v>essel were Spanish, than to be forever 

runmng away. There is no merit in the choice 

)9f this a^lettKidve ; for weshailfamishonthe high 

seaS) if wc eoittinue to sliew our heels to every 

thingweseefloating. WehavelostmoredistMicc 

in trying to save ourselves from vessels seen 

fifteen miles to leeward,^ than we can gain in 

beating a mon^. The other day, (on the 7tii 

1 beiieve) we 'saw a strange sail a long way a- 

stem ; and in an hour afterwards perceived she 

wasa^sliip^ I heard the general consultmg 

about the ij^opriefty of a scamper ; and he 

appealed to one of the officers, who had 

been accustomed to the sea, to know what he 

thought of the matter. ** With due respect to 
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your excellency's opinion*' said he, *• we had 
better loy to, till the vessel comes up, and we 
may find her a friend ; most likely she is a Brit- 
ish cruiser, for there are so many of them in 
these seas and they handle the French and Span- 
iards so roughly, that the latter seldom venture 
out. If she should turn out to be an enemy, 
we must fight or do the best we can." ** Ah !'^ 
said the general. ** And would you have us 
risk every thing — the life of our general — our-. 
selves — the troops — ^and all, by such a rash 
step,'' inquired a very prudent officer, present 
^t the time ; to whom the other replied— 
** That he magni^ed the danger," and added, 
^* would you have us risk tlie starving of our 
general — ourselves — our troops — and finally 
lose our ship by drifting on the Spanish Main^ 
which must be the case, if we make a practice 
of scudding to leeward every time we see a 
fishing boat or launch." Lewis hates running 
and gave a look of approbation to the la|| 
speaker. However, it was determined to g«t 
out of the way ; and the captain must obey 
when, his excellency thinks proper to order a 
race ; accordingly, that night we run twenty- 
miles to leeward, to get out of the track of a 
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Heruiser, or some moflfensive trader. 

May iSthi Our good ship is like a thief, 
'who apprehends every person be sees may 
detect him* Had you been here, you would 
'both have laughed afnd fretted with me, at the 
quandary our chief was in to day. The shijp 
we saw ye^rday pursued ns several hours, 
feed three or four shot and hoisted several sig- 
Hals. All we did, was to hoist the American 
ensign at the mast head atid run Sas fast as pos- 
sible. Let^ds wouTd have shortened sail to let 
fhe stranger come up ; but he was overruled 
"by the generatl and his advisers ; however, he 
T^irt off running till the last moment ; and to 
satisfy the prudence of all parties, towards 8 
oarlock in the evening, he threw overboard a 
decoying light, and dteredthe course of die ship. 
Yhis decoying light is made of a large lant- 
liorn lighted with wax candles, fixed perpen- 
tjrcularly upon a kind of triangle nailed to the 
upper edge df an half puncheon well ballasted ; 
and in that situation committed to the waves. 
Should this stratagem succeed in the present 
instance, the ship that was chasing us will be 
liable to find herself in the midst of the seven 
brotherisj, a cluster of rocks and small islands, 
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now about twelve miles distant. Grant that we 
are not absolutely ruined by this running ; it 
will make our passage a very long one ; but 
we are now used to disappointments and hard- 
ships, and almost prepared for the worst. Ad- 
ded to hunger and thirst, we are distressed 
by day with the heat of a vertical sun, and by 
continual* calms, and the sight of land seen a 
week ago, from which we cannot move a mile ; 
and by night, tormented with flies, cockroaches 
and rats, of which the ship is full. 1 endeaVi- 
our sometimes to divert my sufierings by re- 
counting our plagues to you. I have an exam- 
ple of composure and application in the midst 
of vexations and uncertainties in col. K. who sits 
down calmly to his studies at eight in the morn- 
ing and continues closely engaged lill midnight 
or even later. The general also, at present, ex- 
hibits great patience and tranquillity. His tem- 
parate habits render privations of this kind less 
irksome to him than they are to most peoplc^^ 
It is in courts and palaces, among those who 
are surfeited with the gifts of heaven, that God 
is denied or forgotten. From the lap of plen- 
teousnesa and pleasure the voice of murmur- 
ing arises. The toiling, suflering mariner ac- 
knowledges a supreme being. The pilgrim^ 
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whose feet are sporched with the burning sand 
of the desert, and whose head throbs under the 
fierce beams of a vertical sun, oflFers prayer and 
praise to the benevolent author of his existence ; 
whilst the philosopher in his easy chair, and iit 
the abundance of a luxurious capital, refuses 
his homage to his maker, or doubts the good* 
ness of his superintending providence, 

A desire to sustain our fortitude, or piet)% 
quickened by distress, has led our captain late- 
ly to revive a custom which he has always ob- 
served in former voyages, of having prayers 
read to his ship's company on Sundays. Thi^ 
service is performed by a sedate young officer 
on board. The general does not appear to 
relish this grave work. The moment the ser- 
vice begins, Miranda leaves the deck, and 
when itisended» re-appears. Two or three of6- 
cers have fallowed his example Does he mean 
to have us understand that he has no religious 
feith ? Does he mean by his actions to deride 
a disposition in his followers to worship the su^ 
preme being ? 1 have been told that to some 
people he has ridiculed these things, though he 
has never done it in my hearing. If, as a phi- 
losopher,he deems religion false, as a politician, 
he should allow it to be useful. Perhaps, h^ 
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tfnnks ve are too wicked w*engi^«ed M too 
doubtful a cause to have a ri^ to pray ! <>r he 
•day suppose a religknts sense will not lesid to 
fit us for his purposes. This part of his cm* 
duct strikes me un&vourably. 



LETTER XIV. 

Arrival at Grenada, — Rtfresbed^ ^mi smI Jw 
Bariadovs^ 

Grenada^ May 28/A, 1806. 
ON the 24thy at evening we saw two ves- 
sels^ one a large diip, which wie endeavoured 
to avoid by tacting v but Ae next rniomingi^ 
«ame ship being found in chase of us, it was>K. 
solved to run no more^ It was^t leng* ad- 
TOitted^ that we might as well 4ie by swt«I 
as famine. When the ship had got neai^y wiA- 
in gum ^hot, we being to windward did not hem 
4own, and she fired upon us, but without her 
shot reidhing us. Lewis, being persuaded ^Tie 
was Englidi, hove to and she <5ame up. See- 
ing a -French distinguishiHg-vane at her mast 
head, we began to flutter. But on spedring 
us, she proved to1>e H. B, M.'s sloop of war 
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Itf ily , who had been for sometime searching for 
the Leander, The commander, captain Camp- 
bell, came on board to pay his compliments to 
general Miranda, and, on returning to his ves- 
sel, sent us some most necessary and most wel- 
come supplies. It was det^er mined that we 
should put into tliis island, where we arrived 
the next day. The general and suite disembark •■ 
ed the monient the ship anchored ; and sev- 
eral officers are allowed to step on terra firma 
and partake the comforts of the, shore. You will 
conceive what a treat this must be after such a 
dreadful month as we have passed. From the 
hour we left Bonair, until we were spoken by 
the Lily, we experienced a continued series of 
mortifications, apprehensions and disappoint- 
ments. The weather was always exceedingly 
hot, with light winds or calms, a current com- 
monly setting against us ; and perpetual tack- 
ing to get out of the way of strange sails. In 
addition to this, we were almost in despair for 
the want of provisions and water. In this sit- 
nation it pleased heaven to send the Lily to 
our assistance, at the instant when we had 
broached our only remaining cask of water and 
last barrel of bread. 
The governor of this island, Maitland, has 
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received mtr chief with great politeness and 
hospitality ,and given him encouragement t6 ex-* 
pect important assistance from the Brid^ n a 
second attempt upon the Spanish Main. As 
an earnest he is answerable for our supplies. 
These circumstances a little revive die spiriU; 
of our volunteers ; who had became rather sick 
of their undertaking and disposed to abaa;)doo 
-Miranda. 

Ltanier at see^ May 30/A. Bavii%|^ pro- 
cured supplies, we sailed from Greaiaiia for 
Barbadoes. There we are told the genend ex« 
pacts to revive his expedition imdobtaia funds. 
Several oficers, whose purses through empCi* 
fiess have giievously cdlapsed, have mppl^ for 
pay , and are infermed that diey shaH be Maaem- 
bered at Barbadoes.^^We are under convey d 
the LUy^^an oficer of which, Kcut. Barclay, 
hascome'Oii board to pilot bs isfto Bridgetown. 
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LETTER XV. 

Ai Bridgettmn. — Leander libelled and releas- 
ed. — Arrangements with Admiral Cochrar^^ 
--^JLewis resigns.-^ Canity uni fhilosophy 
of M. 

Bridgetown^ Barbadoes^ June 9thy 1S06^ 

WE arrived here the 6th. The rumour 

among us is such as to make us suppose the 

expedition is to raise its head again. Admiral 

Cochrane, who is on this station with three 

abips of the line and several frigates, intends to 

further it by putting some of his smaller vessels 

under the orders of Miranda. No regular troops 

and but lew volunteers will be joined to it here ; 

but it is said they will be obtained at Trinidad, 

15/A. It is reported that though admiral 

Cochrane is favourable, lord Seaforth, govern* 

ijf of this island, and general Bowyer, com^ 

mander in chief of the West India troops are 

not at all inclined to take up our enterprise. 

Twenty five or thirty volunteers have joined us 

here. In this number may be half a dozen gen- 

tlemen ; the rest I fear,must pass for vagabonds* 

- 18rA. Miranda has lately had^inothtr dif- 
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ference ^vith Lewis. A few days ago^ he pre- 
tended to have fears for the fidelity of the Le- 
ander's officers and crew ; suspecting them of 
a design to leave port.clandestinely. To guard 
against this danger, an officer of the army and 
a lieutenant of the Lily were sent on board to 
take necessary measures of precaution. The sails 
of the Leander were unbent and stowed away — 
her lower yards and top gallant masts struck, and 
thirteen sailors, shipped at New- York, transfer, 
red to the Lily, till we should sail for Trinidad. 
At present this poor ship seems threatened with 
another more serious peril. Her innocence is 
brought into question, and she is libelled in the 
custom house. She stands accused of having 
been a long time engaged in an illegitimate and 
contraband trade — meaning the St, Domingo 
trade ; and since shq became the reputed prop- 
erty of Don Francisco de Miranda, she is 
charged with mal- practices, in carrying arms, 
ammunition, naval stores, and troops to the e% 
emies of the king of England, " under unac- 
knowledged colours,'* thus setting a bad ex. 
" ample to other private vei^sels. On these ac- 
counts the officers of the customs appear to 
think they ought to take her out of our pos- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



session ; but whether she will be seized or not 
is uncertain. 

\9th. By good luck or good management 
the general has rescued his ship from the dan- 
ger which hung over hen He has satisfied 
those concerned that he ought not to be con*^ 
sidered as giving aid to their enemies, though 
he professes to be the friend of the subjects of 
Spain. - This is the second narrow escape of 
the kind, which the Leander has experienced. 
It seems to me that Miranda has not made very 
good arrangements, or he would not appear in 
so ambiguous a character to those on whom he 
relies for co- operation. 

Leander at sea^ June 2\st. Yesterday af- 
ternoon we weighed anchor, and sailed from 
Carlisle bay, in company with the Lily and 
H. B. M^s. brig Express, and a merchant 
schooner called the Trimmer. 

Previous to leaving Barbadoes, a contract 
was entered into, between general Miranda, for 
the free people of South America, and admiral 
Cochrane as agent for his Britannick Majesty ; 
the basis of which stipulates, that admiral C. 
shall assist general M. with a certain num- 
ber of vessels of war immediately, and that he 

shall hereafter forward such reinforcements 
K 
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as he might have in his power to furniaii, ia 
case they should be wanted by Miranda ; and 
that in the event of our succeeding, Great Brit- 
ain shall always be held by general M. and 
the government which he may establisiiy 
on the footing of the most favoured nations ; 
that importations in British bottoms shall re* 
ceive a deduction of ten per cent, upon the du- 
ties paid by all other friendly nations, except 
the United States of North America. 

This provisional agreement is to be sent to 
England for the approbation of his Majesty and 
council, and if they see fit and agree to it, the 
future operations of our expedition are to be 
carried on with the concurrence and counsel of 
the British cabinet. How this will be received 
at the court of St. James, it is impossible for 
me to say ; it appears however, that no de- 
finitive arrangements had been settled between 
them and our commander before, as we had 
once imagined and hoped. In this contract^ 
Miranda omitted to mention the United States, 
notwithstanding the warm affection which he 
professes for our country, until the impolicy d 
excluding her from the mercantile advantages, 
which he might have the power to confer, was 
^tated to him by one of his American officers. 
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l^urther disagreements taking place between 
Miranda and captain Lewis, the latter resigned 
the. command of the Leander a day or two pre- 
ceding our defmrture from Carlisle bay. All 
the mates, the boatswain and gunner and nearly 
forty of the crew left her at the same time, 
though not persuaded to do so, by their cap- 
tain. The ship is tiow trusted to the manage^- 
xnent of a very inexperienced young man-^ 
whose only recommendation to such a place is 
his popularity with the remaining sailors. An 
officer, however, from the Lily is with us, to 
supply the want pf our new commander's^na- 
val knowledge. 

Leander J near Tobago^ June 25d. As the 
cloud that hung over the expedition begins to 
break away, and the fortunes of the chieftain 
become more promising, the expectations of his 
offioers awake, and their soUcitude about the 
possession of his favour appear. He makes a 
paint of saying frequently that the chance of 
promotion in his service depends on merit. 
But he is not entirely singular among men, if 
he allows it a great merit to be disposed to 
please him on any terms, 9nd be willing to 
concur in his fondness of himself. Flattery 
and obsequiousness, with all his philosophy 
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^n procure a passage to his heart. << When 
I tell him he hates flatterers ; he says he does ; 
being then the most flattered/' Some of the 
most shallow and least worthy of our company^ 
have purchased marks of the general's regard, 
by supplying the cordial of adulation, for whidi 
)ie has no measured thirst. ^* He that will ab- 
solutely confine hispatron to hear only the com- 
mendations which he deserves, will soon be- 
forced to give way to others that regale him 
with more compass of musick/' ^On this zc< 
oount I have less cpnfidence in his promises, 
for promises at present are dl he gives, or I 
suppose has to give. But when the time to re- 
member and perform shall come, and rival 
claims to place shall be set up, he may be ex^ 
pected to decide in favour of those, who have 
soothed his Vanity; At the same time \\e is a 
great moralist or moralizer. Vice and meam 
ness in every degree and shape are, according to 
his own declarations, entirely against his ia^e 
and judgment. If you take his word for it, he 
is a lover of virtue even to enthusiasm. He 
is always inveighing against dissimulation aiwl 
injustice, and extolling sincerity and disinter- 
estedness — All the virtues are the themes of 
lib encomiums. To use his own language, he 
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*^^ abominates tyr&nYiy; hates fools; abhors 
^tterers; detests pride ; andlan^nts the dia- 
bolical corruptness of modern days. He loves 
fr^dom; admires candour; esteems wise men; 
respects humility ; and delights in that noble 
and beautiful integrity and good faith which 
distinguished the golden times of antiquity.** 
He speaks with great-freedom and asperitj^ of 
the faults of the different learned professions. 
According to him> ** priests are hypocrites ; 
lawyers, sophisters ; and doctors, pretenders ; 
and virtue has fled this detestable world ; he 
would lay down a refined philosophy, whicU 
should have for its object the reformation of 
abuses ;" and finally, he " would renovate the 
perverted minds of mankind, restore the ancient 
l^eatitude, when every excellence and virtue 
prevailed among men, for the hapf)iness of the 
present race, and the perpetual prosperity of fu- 
ture generations.*' All this is to be realized in 
South America. 

Miranda is no doubt sincere in these notions 
•of perfectibility. Yet one would, think the 
French experiment should make a wise man 
pau^e. This seems to be no other than the 
wild philosophy, which erected the reign of 
blood and terror on the ruins of monarchy, and 
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supplied the thirsty gaiHotine and-mcn^ thirs^ 
3Word with innocent victims. If such scenes 
are to be acted in South America, I shall hs^ 
done with the revolutionizing philosopher. 
The engagements, by which we are bound to 
ilnif make it at present, next to impossible to 
get away ; and the cause has acquired so much 
appearance of respectability and iuch means of 
success by tiie juncture of British f<H*ce, di^ 
I resolve to continue, though I cannot say with- 
out some reluctance. 



LETTER XVI. 

jit Trinidad. -^Officers and men engaged there* 
— General order. — Capt. Johnson. — Foolish 
handbill. — Departure. 

Port of Spain, Trinidad, Jtsfy lith, 1806. 
ON the 24th of last month we arrived a* 
this island. The affairs of the expedition arc 
in such train that it will undoubtedly proceed. 
It is to be assisted by English supplies and na- 
val force, though by no regular troops. The 
IQritish authority here have perhaps not suffi- 
cient confidence in the plan to give it thisaid^ 
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mid if they were (Ui^sed, could not do it with- 
out ciisobliging extremely the French and 
Spanish party here, which is numerous and in*- 
fluential. The inhabitants, being chiefly of 
these nations, it is not easy to get men to en- 
list. Notwithstanding this, seventy or eighty 
volunteers hav6 been recruited ; and during 
the week to come, which is to-be spent here^ 
this number may probably be doubled. Be- 
tween twenty and thirty personshave been added 
to the service as officers. A few of them arc re- 
spectable men ; but tlie greater part are low of 
worthless characters ; such as I think Miran- 
da's dear countrymen will not be likely to 
deem an acquisition. The principal tod most 
respectable persons are William Gage Hall, 
with the rank of colonel of engineers; count de 
Rouvray, colonel; Chevalier Loppenot, captain 
of horse j James Adrien, interpreter and officer 
of engineers ; and two Spaniards ranking as 
colonels ; TrelaWney dc Belhay, chief de e- 
quadron, Phillip Nihil, 1st lieutenant, Alexan- 
der Bruce, do. Samuel W. Walcott, do* 
Charles Carrington, do. Isaac Robinson, do. 
Le Frecier Loppenot, aid de camp to the 
chief, Daniel Crone 1st lieut. De Sine, do.—* 
Robert Roscow, do. Horace Hathaway aad 
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lieutenant of artificers— and Robert Mc CA 
laghy do. in the rifle corps. 

July nth. The general order of this day cotf. 
tained the following gracious words ; • 

** Whilst the commander in chief sees with 
regret the inconveniences the officers and sof- 
diers suffer by being so much longer coi^ied 
on board ship, than could possibly have been 
expected, he begs leave to remind tiiem that 
one of the first qualities of a soldier is to bear 
with patience the unavoidable deprivations to 
which a military life is subject ; and at the same 
time, assures them that he will always bear in 
mind what they have suffered, and as far as in 
his power, study to relieve them." * 

Though* this condolent address was put in 
the orderly books, I suppose not ten of Miran- 
da's followers heard of it. As the first express- 
ion of his regard, since our misfortune, it de- 
serves to be noticed; Were it however known 
to all, it would not do much to reinstate him 
in the affections of his volunteers, especially 
those who left New^York with him. They 
think him a hard and unfeeling master, I dO 
not remember that he has ever made a person- 
al address to them, even when in the most t^- 
ing circumstances. He has appeared ins^lri^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC - 

M 



lOS 

tbleto^eir sufFerkg9, and careless of their 

wants. If he could not give them good fare^ 

they would naturally expect good words ; o^ 

soiae attempt to soothe and encourage their 

disappointed and dejected minds. They know 

and feel that he has been Mse ; though all of 

us^ who reflect, are sensible that his sanguine 

temper has deceived him. We are just on the 

point of sailing for the land of promise ; yet 

many of us, J am persuaded, would be glad to 

' wash our hands of this business. But we are 

among strangers without resources. We have 

engaged ourselves to Miranda for two cam» 

paigns. Jet what will happen ; — we are not per^ 

mitted to resign ; though really we are absolve 

cd by his neglect to fulfil his part of the con# 

tract. 

The young man, who I sometime ago told 
you commanded the Leander, has been remov- 
ed; and is succeeded by a captain Johnson, 
who came to this island from Barbadoes on 
purpose to obtain the place he now holds. This 
man was exceedingly ambitious of his present 
situation. He expressed a willingness to haz- 
ard some of his cash to aid the ent^prise^ if it 
would procure him a command. By some 
means these glad tidings came to the ggneral. 
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whose (uikls nxt qmte low» and lolmsoti did mit 
long wait for the appointment, to which he ^^ 
pired. ^ . 

^fy 2lst. With a view to induce people to 
join us, the general, or some one about Mm ha» 
issued the fdlowing curicMis and foolish l^md 
bill, which has been circulated through the 
town and stuck up in all publtck [daces. It 
purports to be an address from Miranda to the 
Spanish people here. 
^* Friends and cotmtrymcn^ 

^^ The glorious opportunity now presents it- 
self, of relieving from oppression and arbitrary 
government, a pec^lewho arewor&y of a bet* 
terr&te ; who ought to enjoy tiie bdessing of 
the finest country in the universe, which boun« 
tiful providence has given them ; but who are 
shackled by a despottsm too cruel for human 
nature longer to endure. Groaning under their 
{Hresent afflictions, they hail with extended afms 
the noble cause of freedom and independence, 
and .call upon you to share with ^m in the 
god- like action of relieving your distressol fel* 
low creatures. Hasten then to join the stand- 
ard of me^ who has the happiness to call lmn« 
self your countryman, and is^etermined^ to 
rescue his country, and to sAied^ the last 4dr<q^ 
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taf his l^K)d m proi^oting its happiness : Ah 
Object, of which he has never lost sight for n 
moikient of his life.'* 

** There will be made a liberal distribution of 
land at the expiration of a twelvemonth, ac- 
cording to rank^ and privates, from the instant 
of enrolment, will be entitled to provision and 
elothing, with a quarter dollar per day as pay, 
not subject to any deductions. 

" Andy oujbrave volunteers of the island, who. 
have nobly come forward to partake with us 
our honours, and to share with us our prosper- 
ity, hasten to follow those officers, under whose 
care you have been already trained, and vhoi 
are impatient to lead you on to victoiy and 

The gulf that Columbus first discovered and 
hionoured with his presence, Will now witness 
the illustrious actions of your gallant efforts.'* 

Thb thing excites nothing but ridicule, and 
the officers are disgusted with it. The general 
disowns the sublime production. There can 
be no doubt, I think, it was issued with his 
knowledge and sanction. . He recollects, per- 
haps, that he has already promised the men in 
the service thirty dollars per month, which is 
four times more than is now offi^red to new re- 
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cruitSt except die ^^<di8tribudon of land'' lAar 
«\twelve montfas.'' He reflects also that it b 
no proof oi his caution, to pcHiit out the place 
x>f his intended kmding in an island, where 
there is a constant communici^cm with ifae 
Spanish Main. 

July 2Sth^ At length we have ^reighed aui- 
chdr and bent our course for the land we are 
to deliver. We are in the gulf of Paria about 
fifteen miles fi*om the port of Spain, becalmed* 
With the first &ir wind we shall run through 
the Bocas. The maledictions of /nany an^ the 
blessings of few attend us from Trinidad, where 
*we were far from being popular ; though indi- 
viduals of us experienced great hospitality aad 
lindness from some of the inhabitants. The 
troops in general, are in fuU hopes, of suc- 
cess. Miranda, says again, excepting the dan* 
gers of the sea, it is infalliable. From the 
smallness of the force with which he proposes 
to enter the country, it is evident he must have 
great dependence on the readiness and the a* 
bility of the inhabitants to join his standard* 
The number of our force4ncluding the officers 
and sailors who will land from the ships, does 
riot exceed four hundred. The squadron-cc^ 
sists of the Leander, 16 guns, Lily, tWK^ 
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fitor. Express^ twelve, Attefrfive, foiirteeM, 
l^-ovost, ten; Bull-dog, Dispatch, Mastiff, gun- 
boats of two and three guns ; Trinwner and 
Commodore Barry, unarmed merchantmen. 

The general with his suite, &c, sails in the 
Lily. He has taken another secretary, called 
j^vate secretary, by name FitzwiUiam, who 
is said to be a man of talents and information. 

There are but few who know to what port 
we are destined, or I suppose will know till we 
are nesar it. I shall probably write no more tiU 
^lere is some crisis in our affairs. 



LETTER XVII. 

Landing on the main. — Result. 

Leander at sea^ August 1st. 1806. 
WE are again disappointed and confound- 
ed. The dream called an expedition has van- 
ished; all our anxiety, trouble and ^enterpribe 
have come to nothing ; our big expectations 
an4 lofty hopes have fallen to the ground. We 
have visited the Spanish Main, had possession 
of La Vela de Coro, the city of Coro, and other 
places ; all erf which we have just evacuated; 
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The %itiuards would have nolku^ to si^ ti 
us. They had iiotb<»]^;bts of ao€ei^iiig ow 
INToffi^ of liberty ; aod WQ eould not oblige 
them to take it. Miranda^ eo loaf; the idol of 
his foc^h fpUowerSs ia not known by them. 
They wondered who he was; and what broii^ 
him in such guise into their pountry. Tb^ 
viewed him as a marauder whom they were^ to 
By from^ or destroy, instead of a deliverer to be 
made welcome. There was no sign of any 
partisans of hb in force or likely to be so ; and 
not a shadow of probability that any one of the 
leading officers of government civil or milita^ 
had thought or would think of adopting his 
plans or joining his standards Having left the 
country, we are going— I know not whither— 
but wherever the prince of visionary schemers 
chooses to say. You will imagine my disgust 
and mortification ; perhaps repentance. For 
I assure you, it is not without compunction 
that I reflect how we have terrified and harra»- 
ed the unoffending people of this region, as the 
event has proved, without sufficient pretence, 
and to no good purpose. I should pity our fa- 
natical leader more than all, but he has an ad- 
not exe constitution for bearing mortifications. 
sists of ^ders do by no means put him out of 
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cduiitenaiu:e. I dare say he will soon talk of 
begianing again without any confusion of face. 
Indeed he has reason to believe he may go any 
length in annQsing our expcctations^considering 
how fond of being deceived we have appeared* 
It is said we su-e going to the island of Aruba. 
Under the next date, you sfikll have the history" 
of our recent performafti^s and mi^ps. 



LETTER XVIII. 

At Aruba. — Events after leaving Trinidad.^-r 
Army disembark. — Gain Le Vela de Coro. — 
March to Coro. ^^ Disaster at that place. — 
Returny and evacuation of the Main. 

Arubaj August iSthj 1806. 
WE anchored at this place yesterday ; and 
I now proceed to the relation of what has hap- 
pened from the time of leaving IVinidad. 

On the 23d and 24th of July, all the officers 
and men belonging to the Columbian Army 
embarked on board the vessels mentioned be- 
fore. The Sunday following passing by the 
island of Margaritta — the people forsook the 
church, and manning the batteries of the place 
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discharged several shots at our squacbron vntit- 
out injury. We anchored and went ashore at 
the island of Coche where we remained one 
night. Atday light on tbc 2d o^f August through 
2^ mistake of the pilot we anchored whhin nine 
miles of La Vela de Coro on the west side of 
die bayt instead of anchoring within reach of 
the batteries as was intended. 

Pursuant to the following general order* the 



* The right hand cypher in the following estimate of 
numUei*s waa added to deceive the enemas in ease thef 
should ever see the order. Our force is what remains 
when the cypher is cut off. viz. Two hundred and ninety one. 
On board of r he Lily^ jfugusit \sU 1806. 
^ G. O.'* ^' As it is intended that the army shall dis- 
embark in the course of this night) th&foUowing order is to 
be attended to 

1st division under the command of col. Compte de Rour- 
iray, Hulans, 35© 

Guides with captain Sanchez and Cayetana, 150 

Detatchment of the rcty^l Navy under Lieutenant Bed- 
dingfield^ 810 

Tkiudad volunteers under colonel Downiei Z2Q 

Spaniards and Indians in the gun-boats, 300 

2d division under the command of lieut. col. Kirklandt 
1st regiment of North American volunteers, 660 

Engineers under captain Allison, 100 

Artillery under captain Lawdoui" 37^ 
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'first division iindeir the command of col. count 
de 'Rouvray, disembarked firom the squadron 
in the boats, with a view to effect an immedi- 
ate landing ; but a gale <3>f wind set in" nearly 
a3 soon as all the necessary preparations were 
m&de ; and obligeci the row boats and barges 
td be taken ih tow by the gun boats, in which 
situation they remained the .whole ; day, unable ' 



^ Captain Campbell of htii majesty's ship Lily will give 
the necessary orders for the distribution of the boats ; aivd 
the commanding officer of each detachment will take care 
that a proper proportion of officers is sent in each boat. 

This order of debarkation, was accompanied by the fol- 
lowing instructions : 
'" G. O." " Parole, Columbia. Countersign, Victory. 

« Order of Attack. 
^ As soon as the first division, under the command of 
col. Compte de Rouvray, has disembarked a suffcient num- 
ber of troops, he will attack the battery of the punta, in 
conjunction with the detachment from the navy. Having 
carried that, he will leave it in possession of a detachment 
of the navy ; and then proceed with the rest of the troops 
and take possession of the custom house and eneifty's ar» 
tillcry near it, where he will leave thiTremainder of the na- 
tal detachment ; and then proceed on the road leading to 
the town of Coro, where he will halt lintil informed of thtf 
landing of the 2d division. 
** After receiving this'information, he will prbcieed ari4 
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to gain the point of attack on acconi^ of Ae 
roughness of the sea and the violence of the 
wind. The principal part of the second divi« 
aion^ under Kirkland were at this time on board 
the Leander, as the boats of die squadron were 
not sufficient to disembark both divisions at 
once. This occasioned a transfer of his troc^ 
to his majesty^s ship Bacchante (captain Dai> 



lake poMcisioa of the town of Coixh on the suppositipn t^t 
he will be supported Vy the 3d division. 

^Thc naval detachment, charged with the i:aFe of the 
battery and town of Vela de Cpro, will take care to send 
piquets on the roads leading into town, with orders not to 
allow any person to go out without a pass from the com* 
manding officer i and any person coming in, to be strictly 
examined and acknowledged as a friend* 

** A piquet of Indians under the command of capl. Leon, 
is to be posted on the road leading ^ Paraquana. Every 
species of plundering, is in the most positive terms pro* 
hibited ; and the general expects that every person com- 
posing thb army, will conduct himself to all such of the 
inhabitants as appear friendly, in such a manner, as will 
conciliate their affections ; and only treat as enemies all 
such as ap ear in arms, and make resistance. . 

*^ The proclamation and pamphlets attached to them to 
be placed and distributed in every conspicuous place ; by 
the commanding officers of the different detachments, a- 
greeaUe to the ninth article of the same. All reports to-be 
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eres) where they remaimki until day %ht tiie 
next morning. The Bacchante got under* 
weigh and beat up nearly abnreast the strongest 
fi>rt of La Vela de Coro during the nigbti the 
brigs Attentive and Express and the gun boat» 
also stationed themselves within point blank 
^skot 6{ the same place. 

CM the morning of the Sd^ the first cUvi- 
sion landed and were soon followed by the se- 
ccmd) which would have arrived at the same 
time, had not the want of boats rendered it im-^ 
possible. Whilst the troops were advaucingr 



forwarded to the Inead quarters of the army at La Vela d£ 
Coro. As it will in tli.e course of a day or two, be easy 
to get any thing that may be wanted from on board tlie 
fleet, no^ baggage of any kind is to be carried on shore at 
the time of embarkation. Each man may carry on shore 
with him two or tliree biscuits. 

<^ Lt. col. Roorbach is to join the detachment under the 
command of it. coL Kirkland, and to duty with it until fur^ 
therordera. 

(Signed) WM. ARMSTRpNG, 

. Q.M. General. 

%• This order of attack, is to be executed, as nigh a« 
possible, conformable to the preceding mode laid down f 
should circumstances oblige any officer to deviate from Jt, 
he is to do % with the ptmo^ circwaaspecUo&.and cautioiu** 
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in the boats, they were covered by a warm fire 
from the armed vessels of our squadron a-* 
gainst the forts, which the latter prompdy re- 
turned, but without eflfecting any considerable' 
injury. As they approached the land, the 
Spaniards began a smart, though ' Ut directed 
fire of musketry from the bushes, which lin^ 
the whole extent of the beach. As the troops 
leaped from the boats, the Spaniards re.- 
treated farther into the bushes, where they 
were closely pursued by a party of our men, 
with whom, for a few moments, they maiatam- 
ed a scattering fire. While this party engag- 
ed these fugitives, who soon dispersed, another 
party pressed on to the nearest fort, which stands 
upon the margin of the bay. This was entered 
by the hulans and marines, sword in hand, 
the Spaniards leaping the walls on the opposite 
side and flying in all directions. The guns of 
of this fortification, on its coming into our pos- 
session, were immediately pointed against the 
town, custom house and magazine, distant 
about a quarter of a mile, where the main body 
of the Spanish force was stationed with nine 
or ten pieces of artillery (4 and 6 pounders.) 
They were, however, soon compelled to re- 
treat, and in such precipitation and confusion, 
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^t they spiked but few of thqir cannon, aod 
even left two of them loaded* So far we bad 
none killed and only three wounded, one of 
which only is considered in danger. ^ 

Thus, cm the third day of August, ,the ris- 
ing sun witnessed a display olFthe Columbiati 
colours on the staffv which the Spanish royal 
standard had^so long occupied. The inhabi- 
tants of all descriptions had fled principally the 
day before, taking with them the greater part 
of their moveables. Our delay of the attack^ 
in consequence of anchoring in the ^ wronj 
jdace, gave them time. Flags of truce, with 
messages of peace, and assurances of protec* 
tion both to person and property were imme* 
diately dispatched about the town and its in- 
virons, soliciting the fugitive inhabitants to re- 
turn to their homes ; but either through the 
order of government, or affright, some old wo- 
men only and a few men could be induced to 
accept the invitation. 

General Miranda reached the shore at half 
pa^ eleven^ A. M. His arrival was retarded 
by the circumstance of the Lily having an- 
chored nine miles to leeward of the iown, 
which prevented both her and the Leander 
from sharing in the attack. Between nine and 
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tm at night> our f<M*oe headed by life gencM 
began to march for the town of Core, wUeb 
lies about twelve miles to the westward^jof La 
Vela ; and arrived there an hour b^tfore ^xf' 
dawn on the fourth* The march was conduct- 
ed with so much order and sUenee, that iim 
footsteps of the troops were scarcelf heardv^ 
The morning was unusuaitjr serene and pieas^' 
ant. A most solemn* or mther dreadful sdll* 
ness pervaded the whole place* The ei^ aa 
we sooii found, was entirely evacuated except 
by a few women, superannuated devoteesy' 
and perhaps a smallbody of ainned m^i, left 
to guard the jail ; for it> remains' ioi s(Mie 
doubt, whether there was tiii^s force.- If they 
were there, they escaped, tor we took no pri- 
soners under arms. ' Having passed ifarougit' 
several streets we arrived at the pubtick%quaM»' 
On one side of this square^ in front of ^ 
troops as they marched in^ are the jaU asnd^ 
council house ; opposite to these is a hirgc^ 
church* The other sides arc occupkd by 
publick buildings of different descripticmsi: 
When the head of the column entered the* pab-^' 
lie square, general Miranda, preceding ^m^ 
right of the first division, attended by l$omfi'# 
his principid officers advanced to the grand 
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;$,y^mujc leading to the jail aiu} conncil l^Hi^ii* 
In the mean time the j^econd division had 
clM^fly gained the opposite side, and were 
fi>nenu>g in front of the church. At this mo- 
ment a uimuhuous and disorderly fire^com- 
IBcnced from the first division. Most of the o£» 
ficers assert that some guns were first discharge- 
^/from the windows «f the jail, but in this they 
are not unanimous. It is admitted by all that 
tiie hulans, marines, ard Trir.idad infantry 
(under Downie) who were in advance of 
t^e other troops and by this time, at halt, ne^ 
the prison, fired, not only towards the prison ; 
but also on the infantry and artillery who werf 
posted behind them, before and near the churclk 
The Utter presumed they could receive such 
a salutation from none but Spaniards, and took 
the firing for a commencement of the enemy's 
attack, imagining that the jail was a barra^ki 
for which, in the dark it , might be mistakeui 
and ihat the enemy was assaulting them from 
within and behind this building. Without 
wai^g for orders, upon perceiving the firo 
form that quarter, the infjuitry returned it with 
Vigor. The clamour of fifty voices was in- 
stantly raised^ commanding the men to cease 
firing. This clamour, with the cries of the 
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weunded, the flight of the Indians, who hsA 
joined us at La Vela de Coro ; the breakmg 
of ranks, &c. made a scene of confus^ and 
tumult not to be described After a few mitt* 
tites the firing was sSenced ; but not untS 
col. Kirkland, (whose utmost exertions to 
prevent this confusion, from extending to Ws 
division had proved inei^tual) the general's 
private secretary and five men were wonndcd 
and one man was killed. No one seems abk 
to give a satisfactory account* of this miserable 
affair* It appears in the garb of a sham^^ 
and sorrdwfel blunder of some body ; but the 
responsibility cannot he charged upon any 
particular individual. The general and die ^ 
officers under whose eye the firing began^ ^ve 
no account of die matter, as far as I can learoi 
cither, because they cannot, or will not ex- 
plain it. Indeed they observe a silence updO 
the sut^ect that seems almost studied. One 
solution is, that there was a small guard ^ 
Spaniards, who discharged their muskets upoa 
us from the jail windows ; and that the hulans 
and marines, upon the report of these ptece% 
through agitation and surprise, fired in- diflSefn' 
ent directions. But the jailer steadfastly dem»' 
ed^ tliat be had any guard. If there wHi 
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one it escaped, for, as it has been already 
c^served no Spanish . soldiers fell into our 
bands.^ The other explanation is more pro* 
bable« Many of the men in the advanced 
guard assert that they were ordered to fise by 
Miranda. They say that the general, exulting 
in his ea^ possession of the city, wbhed to 
regale his ears with the military sound of a 
Jeu dej§ie : and consequently ordered the men 
nearest bim to commence the musick. Our 
trocmj^, being composed of men of various na- 
ti0 ind languages, the command was not 
) Uy understood by aU. Hence some, 
^ (Bg the firing was intended to be serious, 
i tot, sportive, discharged in a horizontal 
^ion, aiming at those, who might be their 
lies, whilst those who comprehended the 
r, pointed their guns in the air. ^ 
/hen Miranda appeared before the prisontf 
1^ , it was opened to him. He entered use* 
armed, and received tlie keys from diekeepfid, 
who, at the same time informed him, that jThe 
his 

, . , • -^ 

♦ The opinion that the firing began with one of our ■ 
inen shooting down another, said to be at the prison door, 
is certainly incorrect. The first report was of many pieces, 
not a single one. 

. M ■ r I ' 
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habitants to abandon the town. Upon im^ 
while standing ni the jiA entiy, he f»t>Glaifiwd 
to the jailor, hb attemtants and the prisoooi 
that they were free, ^ latter shofoted vivis 
Miranda ! at the same fliotnenl it is said tk 
general directed the troops nen* hkm to let cl 
the yjrti dif 70/^ tlmt proved so unaeasonid>l6^ 
so fkial. 

Agreeably to this procUmiation of Uber^5 idl 
the debtors were immediately liberated firom 
their confinement. The criminals, who bad 
considered themselves included in the annua- 
elation of freedom, wbhed to know- why th^ 
fetters were not taken off, and their doors un- 
bolted. Miranda rej^ied, that he oame not to 
break but to maintain their laws umler a more 
^^equitable and rational government : this answer 
P^o doubt unexpected, was more just than sat* 
^*^^>ctory to the felons. 

^*^ol. Kirkland received two musket baOs 

^^^onghtheleftthigh,justbelowthefemond »te. 

^^ff atthe instant he was forming his division m 

*^ont of the jail. The misfortune of this galh^ 

officer was lamented by the army in general ; aiM| 

especially by the troc^s under his immediai^ 

command, who regard him with the highest coito> 

ftdence and affection, and would foUowhim ixite 
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aiQrperU^ Much was expected from his ac- 
tfiiity asd militaiy t^lcats in the kte critica) 
(K^storeof our ^^rs. The wound, which he 
bore with fortitude and cheerfulness, is dan^ 
gercras^ though we hope not mortal. Mr. Fitz- 
wiUisim was wounded in the arm near ^ 
8hoiilder,and though in great pain will probably 
tecoi^r. The man killed was a black, born 
m New- York, who had been cook of the ship* 
7his unfortunate feUow, was with difficulty pcr^ 
'Waded to engage in the knd service ; he pre? 
looted his fate, by saying as he left the ship ^^ I 
^now I shall get killed if I go.'' 

We remained five days in the city of Coro/ 

Jttk this interval, the same means that had been 

used at La Vela, to bring in the inhabitant!! 

were again employed ; but with as little suc*^ 

cess. The people had been compelled to 

abm^n their homes by the positive orders of 

the commandant, who threatened to make se« 

vere es^mples of those who remained behind^ 

if they ever fell into his hands again. The 

priests too instructed the inhabitants of this 

province, that it had been invaded by a band 

of lawless hereticks and infidels, who came not 

cmly to rob them of their property, but also to 

deprive their souls of salvation, by spreading 
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damnable tenets and principles among^ tbe &' 
Torites ^of the Holy Virgin. WWist remaii^ 
here, we frequently beat to arms upon an a^ 
larm of an approaching enemy, and marched 
out with our artillery among the prickly pean 
and bushes which surrounded the place f but 
returned as safe as we iirent out« 

On the night of the 9th we took up oibt 
saarch, it being reported that we were going 
to attack Bona Vista ; and in the morning 
found ourselves again in La Vela de Coro. In 
the preceding operations, the forts were fii^ 
attacked by less than ninety men; and we 
were only two hundred and sixty four strong, 
all included, when we entered the ckgr 
of Coro* From the best information wt 
could get, the number of Spanish force ^t V^ 
la de Coro at the time of our attack was from 
five to six hundred, and about fifteen piecei 
of ordinance w^re on the several batteries* 
The vigour of our assault in some measure 
confounded the enemy. Our fatigue prevent 
ed any pursuit ; and consequently we obtained 
UO prisoners. 

The following is a translation of the procW 
mation alluded to in the general order of d&t 
barkation* • t 
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PROCLAMATION. 

Don i'rancisco de M&anda, commander in 
daief of the army of C^umbia, to Ifae inhabit 
tants of Ctslumb^n America :--^Brave couck 
tryn^n and ftiends-^-^^bed^nt to your wishes^ 
and to the repeated requests mid cfdte of the 
country, to whose ftervicc we hai^ cheerfully 
consecrated the greater part of our lives ; wc 
have disembarked in this province (tf Csui^accas* 
The opportunity and time appeiff to us lu^y 
favourable for the completion of our designs j^ 
2nd all persons composing this army 23rt your 
friends or countrymen ; allresolved to sacrifice 
their lives^ if necessary, for your liberty andl 
independence ; under the auspices and protec«, 
tion of the British navy. With these auxilia* 
ries, we can safely say, that the day will come, 
when our America, recovering her soveireign 
independence, her sons will be able freely to 
shew to the universe their exalted spirit. The 
oppressive, unfeeling government, which has 
obscured our finer qualities, and tdackened 
with calumnies our deference and character^ 
managed also to maintain her abominable sys# 
tern of administration ibr ihree successive ceQ« 
turies ; but was never able to eradicate from 
our hearts those xaonl and civil virtues^ whi^eh 
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a hdy religion and a regular eode of laws ih^ 
corporated with, our customs, and led to an 
honest and aatttralVroursc of action. Let lis^ 
he worthy then of those admirable cpialities^ 
that the mean and odious agents of the court o£ 
Madrid being expelled,, we may be abk quiets' 
ly to establish the cirU order necessaiy to the 
comjdetion of so hoiiouvafale an> undertaking. 
The recovery of our rights as citizens, and of 
our national glory as Columbian Ameru:an8^ 
will be amciong the least benefits we shall de«r 
rive from thatso justand necessary determina^ 
tion. The innocent Indians and all other men: 
will consider us all as brother citizens, and 
that precedency belongs only to merit and v2r-^ 
tue ; in which belief they will, primarily dbtain,. 
most certainly militia*y and civil recompenses^: 
the reward of merit alone. If the Dutdi andf 
Portuguese were able in former times, to throw 
off the yoke of Spanish oppression ; if thfe 
Swiss, and North Americans, our neighbours,^ 
^ have equally succeeded to establish their Uber4 
ty and independence, with the genend applause 
of the worlid, and to the benefit of ^eir inhabi>^ 
tants^ when each of them, separately, scarcely 
4^ntaihed t\iv*o or three millions of people;, 
why then shalTwc; who are at least sixteen m^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12T 

lions, not be able as easily to e^xtricate our^ 
sdves ? Possessing besides over and above 
these considerations, the most fertile, inex-: 
haustible and rich continent in the known 
worldl The feet is, it dependssolely upon our 
own will ; and that will, progressing to our in- 
dependence, union must assure to us perma-^ 
nent and perpetual happiness. The Divine 
Providence ordains it, to alleviate the miseries 
of our unhappy countrymen and for the pro- 
tection and benefit of the whole human species^ 
Those' people who are timorous, or less in-, 
structedr and who wish to inform themselves 
of the ground work, of the justice and equity 
which these proceedings require ; joined to the 
historical truths that prove the inconceivable 
io^atitude, unheard of cruelties, and atrocious 
persecutions of the Sp^ish government to- 
wards the innocent and unhappy inhabitants of 
tile new world, almost from the moment of its 
discovery, will read the subjoined address of 
Don Juan Viscardo, of the order of Jesus^ di- 
rected to his countrymen, smd they will find ia 
it irrefragable proofs and solid arguments in fa* 
vour of our cau^e, dictated by a holy man, at a. 
time when he was about taking his leave of, 
tiris \f^orld, to syppear before the Creator of the 
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universe. To carry this plan into its due eficd^ 
with secuTrity and sticcess, the citizens wifli)c 
obliged, without distinction of elates or sta- 
tion (ecclesiastics only excepted, in the parte 
where they may be. appointed) to confonfl 
themselves strictly to the fiollowing articles : 
viz. 

I. Every person, military, judicial, civU or 
ecclesiastic, who exercises any authority granti 
cd by the court of Madrid, shall suspend, pro 
facto, their functions, a^id those, who continue 
after the present publication, as well as ihost 
who obey such persons shall be severely pun-, 
i^hed. 

II. The ecclesiastical courts and the courts 
of justice, in all cities, towns and places, shsSk 
exercise, ad interim, all the functions of go* 
veriMnent, civil, administrative and judicipl^ 
with personal responsibility, and regulated l^ 
the laws of the country ; and the curates c^ 
parishes and missionaries, shall reniain in their 
respective churches and parishes without al- 
tering the exercise of their sacred functio^s^ 

III. An the ecclesiastical courts soA tlm 
courts of justice, shall send one or two deptt^ 
ties to the head quarters of the. army, in order 
that they may unite themselves into a general 
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SUsembly on our arrival in the capital; and to 
form there a provincial government^ which may 
lead-in due time to another government general 
and permanent, with the consent of the whole 
nation, 

IV. Every citizen from the age of sixteen 
to fifty five shall repair without fail to the army^ 
bringing with him such arms as he may be 
able to procure ; and if they have none, they 
•hall receive them from the military depou of 
the army. 

V. The citizen who may have the baseness 
to make common cause with the agents of the 
Spanish government ; or who may be found 
witiv arms, encamped in any garrison, or place 
of strength for the said government, shall be 
treated as a traitor to his country. If any 
persons actually in the service of Spain, shall 
be so pusillanimous as ta believe tihat they are 
in honour bound to serve against the independ- 
ence of their countrymen, they shall be forever 
banished from the country. 

VI. On the contrary, all those who are ex- 
ercising any military, civil or whatever other 
employments, who join with promptitude the 
standard of the country, shall receive honours 
and employments proportioned to the zeal and 
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love <rf* tiieif country^ whidi HMf ^iA faafc 
oumifeAtd in such aii important coi^imetafe4 
Soldiers and aailwsi shall be equally rewarded^ 
according to their capacity tod zeaL 

VIL The treasurers of the publick moiief 
shall immediately deposit the same with ibc 
administrators,civil and eccleaiastkk^wfao shsA 
aomim^e persons capable Of mdnaging thfi 
same, and for the supply of the Columbkin ar<^ 
my, with whatever may be necesswy to its 
maintenance and operations ; not only in mo« 
ney, but also provisions, clothkig, vegetables, 
carriages, horses and mules* 

VIIL In order to prevent any kind of in* 
suit or aggression on thtf peut of the soldiers or 
advanced posts g£ the army ; the magistrates 
and parish priests of the cities, towns and vik 
lages (under their personal responsibility) shall 
cause the colours or ensign of the national ia^ 
(kpend^nce to be fixed on the highest and 
most conspicuous parts of the churdibs ; ai4 
the citizens shall also wear in their hats, this 
cockade which denotes them to be friends to 
our just cause ; for without these they Wo^ld 
not be respected and protected as hrother^*^ . • 

IX. This proclamation shall be fixed by 4ito 
priest and tns^istrates on the doOTS of the ^>- 
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wh chiurches andall publick buildings, in of* 
der .that it may be speedily notified to all the 
inhabitaiits. They shall also read, in the 
ohurc^l^ and all the civil courts, once a day at 
kas^, .^ pamphlet foimerly mentioned, writ- 
tte^ by- L Viscardo, which aecompanies this 
edict. - 

X. Whoever shall hinder, retard or neglect 
the observance of t^ nine preceding articles, 
shall be considered a publick offender, and 
punished immediately with exemplary severi- 
tx* The publick good is the supreme law. 
Done at Head garters at 

Coro^Sd of August ylS06. 
(Signed) 

FRAN: DE MIRANDA. ^ 
Thomas Mot in i. Secretary. 

The pamphlet alluded to, wa& in Spanish^ 
written twelve years ago, answering to the 
character given to it in the proclamation/ It 
was designed to enlighten the people and to in-. 
spire them with a hatred of kings and love of 
Uberty. It attempts to show how happy other 
countries were in self-government and how 
easily the South Americans might possess 
themselves of tliis same blessing. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Other events previous to the evacuation of the 
Main. — Col. Hall^sembarrassn^m. — Threak 
of M* concerning his vjoUnded men. — Capti 
Johmori*s misfortune. 

Aruba^ August llthy 1806. 

. IMMEDIATELY on our return to 1m 
Vela de Coro, I learned what had happei^ 
there during our absence. No advices were 
sent to the commanding officer of La Vcla^ to 
acquaint him and the squadron of our having 
taken possession of the city, or apprise him of 
our isituation. They were four days in a state 
of anxious suspense, without hearing a sylla- 
We of our fete. At the same time they were 
in constant apprehension of an attack from the 
Spaniards who were assembled in large bodies 
within a short distance of the town. Whethor 
this neglect in Miranda, so vei^atious to the 
detachment left in the rear be military or not^* 
let military men decide. 

Col. Hall, who commanded at La Vehi^ 
grew impatient to hear from the army whidh 
had gone to Coro and to put an end to his 
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doubts, was at last, obliged to send a messen«i» 
ger to his excellency. It was with the greatest 
difficulty, and not without ample pecuniary 
promises, that a native could be found who 
would undertake the office. For some strange 
reason Miranda detained this messenger so 
long after he was prepared to return with an 
answer to col. Hall, that the latter, with the 
remnant of our troops guarding La Vela, con- 
cluded that we were all taken prisoners, or had 
been put to the swcwrd by the Spaniards.- Un- 
der this impression, coL Hall thought it ex- 
pedient, for the time being, to plant several 
pieces of cannon round the house in which he 
resided ; and took the precaution of having 
boats in waiting on shore every night, to carry 
himself and the guard consisting of twenty 
five men, off to the squadron, in case they should 
be under the necessity of flying. 

Col. Hall, who had it in charge from Miran- 
da^ to entice his countrymen back to their 
homes, finding his personal efforts ineffectual^ 
addressed the following letter to the priest of 
that district, in hopes, by gaining the pastor to 
gpin his flock. 

*' Reverend Father^ 

** I take the liberty to enclose vou one olF 

N 

Digrtized b^GoOgle 



ISA 

fCfittidMiranda^sprqcIaiiiations and pm^Uebli 
and to inform you» that I intended myself tbe 
honor of waiting on you tomorrow, to requi^t 
that you will be so good as to come into towa 
on Sunday next to celebrate ma^ You loaf 
rely on the assurance of not being disturbed 
in any manmrr in the exercise of your holy 
fiinctioiis. In the interval, I beg God to grant 
you long life and health. I kiss your hands." 
This letter was written in Spanish, by lieut* 
Adrien, the colonel's secretary. The day at 
tcr it was delivered, this olBcer accompanied 
by U. Spearing and dr. Davie, both of the Brit* 
ish navy, waited on the curate. He replied in 
answer to the letter, that he could not officiate 
out of the district to which he belonged ; but 
his conduct and manners, proved that this was 
only an excuse. He was surrounded by a 
multitude of people, who testified no incon- 
siderable alarm at the presence of our ambas- 
sadors ; and hovered under the wings of his 
reverence, as their only safeguard from hereti- 
cal contamination. The truth was, that the 
priest wished to have no communication with 
any of Miranda's followers ; he knew, if jhe 
came into town» that he should be followed by 
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his flock ; and h^ therefOTe declined the invita* 
tion, with a plausible excuse, lest the people 
should attach themselves to Miranda when 
they had more thoroughly discovered his in* 
tentions with respect to' their country. It is 
very evident from this, and other circumstan- 
ces, that the inhabitants oi this country will* 
never listen to the proposals of our command- 
er in chief, unless they arc led on and counte- 
nanced by their priests ; and without the con- 
currence of the priests his cause could not suc- 
ceed. These ecclesiastics have too much wis- 
dom to give up a certainty for an uncertainty ; 
to espouse an adventurer and revolutionist 
against the reigning government, which pro- 
tects their endowments and immunities, and 
builds up their influence ; and they have pro- 
bably as a body too much loyalty of feeling 
and principle to be seduced by ordinary pros* 
pects into a renunciation of their allegiance. 

Aruba^ August 20th i806.^ — Before we pro» 
ceed to speak of our situation * nd prospects, I 
• will ^finish the narrative of events previous to 
our final evacuation of the Main, which took 
place on the night of the 13th of this month. 
Before we occupied La Vela de Coro it was 
understood that coK Hall was to be command-* 
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ant of th&t place, when it should come into omt 
possession ; but it was not officially knowa 
until the {(^lowing general order^ informed m 
of the colonel's promotion. 

On our march from the city of Coro, our chief 
exhibited conduct that left a strong impression 
of his inhumanity upon our minds. Desperate 
ends require desperate means. Shall the makQ* 



"JLa Fekiy \Oth JugUBty 180^. 
" G. O. Parole ■ , Countersign — — — ■ 



Col. William Gage Hall, was on taking possession of this 
pterre, appointed commandant, but owing to the movement 
of the troops, could not before this, be put in orders. He 
IS now to be respected as such, and all rules and regula* 
tions made by him, for the interiour economy of the garri- 
^n are to be striclly obeyed and respected." 

The conclusion of this order will appear to you sufficient' 
ly pompous when you recollect that it was addressed to no 
more than about thirty officers, and less than three hun* 
dred men ; who composed a mixture of every age, shapei 
condition, size and language. 

*' A gun will fire, as usual at day light, when the reve^ 
ille is to beat, bugle to sound, and colours to be h<Msted< 
Troop to beat at eight o'clock, when the regiments and 
corps are to parade ; arms to be examined and guards to 
mount. An evening gun will fire at sunset, when the 
troops are to parade ; piquets and the fiel4 officer of the 
liay to commence duty,** 
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tJT a revolution and the deliverer of a country,' 
restrict himself to the rules, or yield to the visit- 
ings of humanity ? Be assured such an enter* 
prise supposes in him who conducts it, a sin- 
gleness of view that cah sacrifice the right to 
the expedient, and the parts to the whole. The 
wounded of our troops were carried in litters 
upon the shoulders of the men, and much they 
suffered in mind and body in this dreary and 
fearful march. Owin^ to the weight of the lit- 
ters and the offensiveness of the wounds of 
some of the persons in them, the soldiers and 
sailors who were willing to do their utmost to 
help convey off their distressed companions, 
but who were weakened by fatigue and hun* 
ger^ could not support their burden for any 
length of time, and were obliged frequently to 
stop and change. Whenever this took place, 
Miranda flew into a violent rage ; pretending 
it was an unnecessary delay. At length, he de- 
clared that if the wounded retarded the march 
of the column, they should be put aside and 
left on the road ! This he said in hearing of the 
* wounded, who expected the barbarous threat 
would be executed, and they should be; left to 
perish without assistance, or to be cut in pie- 
ces by the Spaniards, One of the men at- 
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teched to a litter, conveying an officer, decto-^ 
ing that he was so much spent he could go no 
farther unless he was relieved ; the general said 
to the soldier — go on sir, I know what you can 
do— thenjturning to the officer, directing the or- 
der of march, ** suffer no complamt — shoot that 
man through the body — give me a pistol here 
let me do it" — ^This officer. It. col. Roorbach in a 
very spirited and becoming manner remonstrat- 
ed with Miranda upon this conduct ; endeav* 
oured to check the torrent of curses he was 
venting against the men ; and begged him to 
have some consideration for the wounded and 
those who carried them. The moment the 
general threatened to leave the wounded on the 
road, an officer went to the rear of the column 
and informed the captain of Artillery and sev- 
eral of his companions what might take place. 
About twelve in number, determined, if such 
an^ attempt was made, to protest against it ; if 
that did not produce the desired effect, they 
resolved to resist the order at the point of their 
swords, being assured of the assistance of the 
men under their command, to whom they had 
already stated the barbarity of such a proceed- 
ing ; and who were not less indignant on 
the Qccasioa than ^elr cooamander^ T^ 
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threat of Miranda is perhaps to be attribut- 
ed to his ungoverned fear of being attacked 
by the Spaniards, and falling alive into their 
hands. This fear he may be supposed to have 
had, and yet not be a coward. I do not deny 
that he would meet the perils of ordinary bat- 
tle with real courage. I am persuaded he 
would rather fall into the hands of his country- 
men dead than alive. Armed horsemen were 
seen hovering upon the flanks and rear of our col- 
ximn ; but they never came within reach of 
musketry. Midway between La Vela and the 
city, we forded a river, the banks of which were 
exceedingly steep ; here all thought it probable 
we should be attacked, and it was near this 
place, that the general made the threat of aban- 
doning his wounded to the mercy of fate. But 
admitting he was not seriously determined to 
do so, the event proved that he had no occasion 
to resort to an expedient of so abominable a 
complexion to hasten the march, as the Span* 
iards allowed us to pass the river unmolested. 
They no doubt over-rated our strength, whilst 
Miranda in this instance preferred acting on the 
defensive, as well from an apprehension of their 
superior force, as to prove the sincerity of his- 
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professions of tender regard towards the peopk 
of South America. 

In the course of the morning before our 
march to the city of Coro, about twenty five 
or thirty Indians were captured. Thy were as 
is customary in this country, armed with bows 
and arrows. They preferred joining our stand- 
ard to being kept as prisoners. As we enter- 
ed the city they formed part of the advanced 
guard ; but the moment the firing took place, 
they fled precipitately ; leaving their bows and 
arrows on the ground. It has been reported, 
that when they saw our men firing on each oth- 
er, they supposed it was through animosity ; 
and obiter ved, that if Miranda's men fired at 
each other, they thought their turn would soon 
come ; and therefore, they had better seek safe- 
ty in flight. Whatever might have been the 
motive which drove them off*, they thok good 
care never to make their appearance afterwards. 

Two days previous to our evacuation, capt. 
Johnson, who commanded the Leander, with 
a party of fifteen men, was taken by the Span- 
iards, which makes nearly eighty men and of- 
ficers, who have at different times, fallen into 
the hands of the enemy. The circumstances 
of this unhappy event are the following : 
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The Spaniards had for several days previous 
to that on which Johnson was taken, harrassed 
the watering parties, that were sent from the 
squadron to a river about three or four miles 
distant from the anchorage, and nearly the 
same distance from the batteries and town then 
occupied by the troops. This \vas the only 
place where a sufficient supply of water could 
be procured ; and the enemy's cavalry were 
always on the look out, to drive the sailors oft, 
which sometimes happened with the loss of 
their water casks. Captain Johnson being in* 
formed of this circumstance, and wanting wa- 
ter for his crew, obtained permission from the 
general to arm as many as could be spared 
from the Leander and set out at day light for 
the river, intending to procure water at all 
risks and to rout the Spaniards, who at that 
post were thought to be but few in number : 
but the night before he put his plan in execu- 
tion, a reinforcement, composed of horsemen, 
infantry and Indians, in number perhaps two 
hundred and fifty, had been stationed under cov- 
er of the numerous sand hills, which formed the 
margin of the stream. The moment Johnson 
landed from his boat and had drawn up his 
men, a part of the enemy rushed upon hiiit 
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from their concealment, with a heavy fet' <^ 
arrows and musketry, and soon overpowered 
him and his party. Several were killed on the 
spot, and the survivors after an obstinate re- 
sistance and receiving many wounds were 
made prisoners, excepting one, who reached 
tlie ship by swimming, and one drowned in a 
similar attempt This was at the dawn of 
day : the firing being perceived from the Lily, 
a party of thirty men under command of lieut 
Barclay, were sent to support Johnson ; but 
they >^ ere too late, tobe of any other service, than 
that of killing and wounding about twenty 
Spaniards. Lieut. Barclay returned to town 
with his party, and gave information of the tate 
of Johnson and his comrades, requesting at 
the same time that a detachment of our soldiers 
might be immediately sent in conjunction with 
his own men to rescue the captives ; however, 
owing to some cause, never explained, proba- 
bly because it would not bear an explanation, 
none of our troops, though they were instantly 
under arms, received orders to march to their 
succour until near eight o'clock, at least two 
hours after the report had reached head quar* 
ters — and it is more than probable, that Jolm- 
^n, if taken alive, was with the remxiant of lu9 
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men^ then on Kis way to the city of Coto, or als- , 
If ady there, at which place the Spaniards would - 
i|Kiprison him until they received orders frona 
Caraccas. The reports concerning the real con- 
dition of this ill-fated man, have been various 
and contradictory. Some assert that he was in- 
stantly killed ; others that he was only slightly 
i?v ounded. Again we are told that he was desper- 
ately mangled in the-contcst, and was' carried in 
that situation to prison, where he languished sev- 
eral daj^s in misery and expired. Others again 
tell us that lie is still living, and is reserved for 
trial.* It is diffiicult to know which to believe ; 
but if the last be true, it gives some reason to 
hope that he will not be executed,or even senten- 
ced to death, as he is a British subject, and 
[ therefore had a right during the war and agree- 
able to the law of nations to engage in any ex- 
pedition against the enemies oi that country. 

Men versed in the science and practice of 
war, will inquire with wonder and astonish- 
ment for the reason, why this spirited officer 
was suffered (or rather not forbidden) to go on 
a watering party, with an inferior force to that 



• The same uncertainty respecting Johnson, still ex- 

ifttfu 
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which had been ah*eady repulsed, without a 
support by land detached from the uifantry and 
artillery then in the town. One or two gia«i 
boats might also have been moored in a situs^ 
tion to act with efficiency in covering their land- 
ing. This precautionary measure, strongly ea. 
forced by prudence as well as humanity would 
have saved Johnson and his party ; and enabled 
them to have procured the water so much want- 
ed. In addition to these important advan- 
tages, would have followed the dispe^^sion c^ 
the whole, if not the capture of a large portion 
of the assailants. 

Our astonishment increases when we are in- 
formed that the troops who volunteered with 
promptitude and cheerfulness to retrieve this dis- 
aster, which ought to have been prevented, were 
not ordered to march till the expiration of two 
hours or more, after the intelligence of Joluu 
SQn's fete had been announced by lieutenant 
Barclay. Shall we attribute this omission and 
delay to that want of decision and prospective 
comprehension, so discernible in all the trans- 
actions of Miranda, or to that nonchalance 23^^ 
regards the feelings, wants and suleringskof 
others, which constitutes one of the most proii|» 
ihent features ui his character ? 
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Captain Johnson manifested much zeal ii» 
Miranda's cause ; it even extended to the loan 
of a considerable sum of money. He held the 
general's note at ninety days, as security fot 
three thousand dollars ; beside other advancetl 
and disbursements for the ship which were 
drawn from his purse at Trinidad. 

This paper is in the hands of Johnson's ex- 
•cntor^ captain Hancock. Much good may it 
do him, or his heirs, if it is ever recovered ; 
for there is no man more unwilling to pay his 
debts than Miranda, especially those which 
were contracted in consequence of this enter- 
prise. He seems to imagine that it was doing 
a favour to individuals to allow them to make 
him large donations of cash and services, tlie 
one never to be paid, and the other never to be 
rewarded, unless he succeeded in establishing 
% free republick in South America. 

It is a satisfaction to reflect that the property 
of the inhabitants of La Vela de Coro and the 
city «ras respected amidst all our wants ; ex- 
cept instances of rapacity in individuals,of a de«» 
scription always to be found in an assemblage 
of men under arms, and the necessaries takeil 
for our subsistence. 

'the property found in the king's storcis, 
O 
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"being considered asT)elongriftg tothefrtCT^ 
pie of South America, was'takcnin char^ ftr 
their benefit, by order faf the comnmhddif % 
chief. The whole value of this tlrd -not fe- 
cced fifteen hundred 'dollars, which is to 'be 
divided among the troops,* What pror<ri^ote 
we found in the deserted houses, storfes M 
gardens of the Spaniards, our hunger obHged 
lis to ^pply to our own use ;— had they*chasfeh 
to stay, it would have been our general^s poli- 
cy to pay in proportion to his 'ability, forivMt 
We wanted, I presume, their persons aiW 
property would have been inviolate, at ?fe4^ 
so far as they had discovered a wiHingness'*fc 
be free, and to take our visit rn good pari 
Though we were thus scrupulous in this tt- 
'spect, we probably shall not have the repute 
tion of our forbearance. It ia said, no doubt 
with truth, that in several instances those in- 
habitants, who first came into the town after our 
evacuation, plundered the houses and stores tif 
those who had not yet returned, and galfe oilt 
that we were the robbers. Our care in this re* 



♦ It consisted chiefly of coarse linens, and furnished <Mie> 
3hirt and p<»ir of pantaloons to each^onKiommisslomedc^Kr 
Cjsr ftnd private; soldier.. '• 
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^^t afibrdsalmpst the only consoling reftec- 
tioA, to be gleaned from a revic\^ of our works 
oo the. Spanish Main^ As I before observed^ 
nearly all the inhabitants, rich and poor, male 
and £emale, t^e sick and the old, as well as 
the. heal^Jiy and young had disappeared, having 
fieii to otljier. places and to the woods. What 
a.horrid panick must have seized these inoffen- 
sive, peioplp, to have driven them to measures 
so extrem^e ; and what a scene of distress must 
tl)ie\r lUgtit. have exhibited. It was not, hpwev- 
tjT, in all cases, theii; own terror that prompted 
thero to quit their homes; but many, who 
\vould rather have encountered infidels than 
l^ecome th^ companions of wild beasts, w^e 
cpierced to dqpart by the Spanish government, 
The governor drove the multitude out before 
Ijim like cattle, and would listen to no entreat* 
ie&from those whodesired to stay. Many doubt, 
less thought, they might as well perish by 
s^vord as faniine ; and that they stood at least 
^ good a chance from the clemency of the in- 
Y^ers as was offered by a retreat into the for,, 
^sts. My heart is wrung to think of the do^ 
lAestick misery that must have been occasioned 
hy: this detestable business. Some of it I saw^ 
V^ h^ard of more } and havq no doubt there 
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existed hundreds of instances ofextreme . sa$* 
feringt which we could not know. One monk 
ing whilst we were at Coro, a young office 
informed me, he had accidentally seen a sick 
and helpless old man^ who was near dying frott 
want, having had nothing to eat for the last 
two days. I proposed to take him some of oar 
provbions before we dined. We accordingly 
proceeded to his apartment with such sust^-. 
nance and refreshments as we had. At this un- 
expected relief^ his gratitude and joy were more 
than he could express. He uttered short thanks 
in Spanish, for he could speak no English,; 
but his face said a thousand grateful thingsi^ 
tliflt no language could convey. By a gentle- 
man who accompanied us, who understood 
Spanish, we learned that the old man's family 
and servant had left him, taking with them all 
the provisions in the house, the moment that 
the firing of our cannon at La Vela yms heard* 
He had been long confined by sickness, and 
was only strong enough to sit in bed ; but not 
to reach his crucifix and prayer book, which 
were on the window board some paces from hk 
bed side. In this situation he must have ejc- 
pired had we hot come to his relief. Before 
^r departure from Coro, he and other suSnv 
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iOg. ifihf^bitsyite^ whom we knew^ ^^^ sup- 
plied as f^, a^ iq o^f pp^^r wUt^ a stock o£ pro- 

yppfu ta^^iRg w^f ^pwfaH"? from tlie ftfeia, 

it Mf. -4tt^ to gr^fitv^pyli^f. I mei)ti^n th? aflfeeV, 

iiiig kwidn^5S of a ^pj»^n priest at Core, t/p our 

sick suwJ Wiounnkd* Kte diar^ovenMj a ii>P3t 

apiisrble s^icitude, bptk fw th^ comfort ol^^ 

tbetr bodies, wA thft fiitjuj:^ welfare q/| theijp 

souls. Towards cp|> KirWand, for whose life 

we entertained serious apprch^^ion^, be exer. 

cised the betskevcjence of a christian and thj^i 

tenderoeas of % fe^her* He provided for hin^ 

not only a comfottaW^ but elegai^ apartment, 

with several attendants and every necessary 

whieb his situation required. He i^ hekj in th$ 

Tuosit grateful rememhrance by th^t ofilcer^ 

When we considered that this gopd catholiclj 

nmst have regarded us as enemies to his reli^ 

gion, hb king and country and probably to 

mankind) his benevolence touched our feelings 

widi peculiar force mi contributed to sharpen 

the regret we could upt but fe^l at the terror 

and distress we occasioned. 

Though we evacuated the place, it was not 
ftom any apprehension of danger to our persons* *• 
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Whilst there we had several alarms ; but nosi/t 
I believe, more torific than the following : 

On the day of our re-embarkation firom La 
Vela, intelligence was announced at head quar* 
ters that a corps of Spanish cavalry was advanc- 
ing against us. A detachment of in&ntry 
with a piece of artillery was put under march 
with a view to prevent their entrance into the 
town. The commander in chief soon followed ; 
near the environs of the village he found the 
lieutenant halted, with a cluster of bushes in 
front. It was then raining in torrents. Mi- 
randa supposed this time and place proi)er for 
surprising the enemy, then believed to be ad- 
vancing,by a well d'u-ected fire from the ambush* 
The general puffing and fuming as he approach- 
ed, said " why don't you fire lieut ? why don't 
you fire Sir ?" *• I see nothing to fire at gener- 
al : * ' replied the lieut. * * Fire at those bushes then 
sir," rejoined the general ; " Fire sir and let 
them know we have got guns." The officel^ 
blazed away accordhig to order. What bav- 
ock was made among the bushes we know not, 
as no return of the killed and wounded !»$ 
ever been made. The truth is, the Spaniards 
never approached nearer than within three c^ 
four miles of the town and batteries ; non tw 
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Acre any appearance of their force at elevea, 
o'clock the day after, when wtf weighed an* 
chor^ bound to Aruba, 



LETTER XX. 

Jlf . tahs possession oj Aruba by proclamation.'^^ 
Sickness of the men. — Courts Martial. 

Aruba J August 22d, 1806. 
MIRANDA has taken formal possession 
6f this island ; and announces it to the consti- 
tuted authorities of the place in the following 
proclamation, which is written in Spanish aiid 
posted up at all the publick places. 
PROCLAMATION. 
" Inhabitants of Aruba, circumstances iovci 
us to take possession of your island ; but rest 
assured that your religion and commerce shall 
remain unmolested ; and the execution of your 
laws shall continue in the' hands of your pres* 
oit magistrates : conscious that from a virtu* 
ous people like you, nothing is to be appre- 
hended. Our object is to emancipate a peo- 
ple, who have long suffered under the rod of 
tyranny ; and who have invited us to give them 
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a more equitable goyernmeolL IW goverra^ 
of Caraccasi has oflEbred a rewacd* Of tMFt3^ 
thousand dollarb,for the head o£&ci6aeca^whQ0il> 
life has been from its earliest -period devoted 
to the good of his countrymen ; and wko will 
shed the last drop of biablopd^ iaendcavouring 
to efiect in South America, what Washington 
has done iu the Umted States ; wl^, PipR 
Pelopidas did in Greece ; a»d tiif Prinze of 
Orange in Holland ! Ask the wretch by what 
laws humao ok divine, \i^ 19. authorized to de- 
Sttroy me ? except tliftt hq wishes to fen^w in 
these days, the crucUitra of the du^ <rf A}|i%i|i. 
the NetherlaiKb, under PIbIB^ II, ^nd^j^c^lpi^ 
tiiaB2>a3itted his naiuf with in£»my to posAteri^j^ 
as well as the go^ernm^nt that support^ 
him.'' 

(Signed) MIRANJDA. 

(S^ned) 

Tkoicas Molimi, Se$i. &?j5?<^^if> 

Let no one impute a want of modesty t^ tk^ 
philosophical, cosmopolitan, paitriotic perfcg-«(v-. 
ance* The assertion that the Sou^ Aja^icaoft 
have invited us to give Ih^m a.more eqi^ita]^ 
government, is ucrt supported by acvy evidtncei^' 
which has come to ourinowkdge. 

Qur general professes to expea tQ <* ki^ 
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«>ioving>^ and aecomplish his great desigtt. He 
looks for a considerable reinforcement to be 
sent to this island by the British. Then he 
means to try another descent on the Main. 
Whether either of these events will take place 
vmder the auspices of our chief, is now a mat- 
ter of serious doubt in the minds of the intel- 
Hgent part of his followers ; and in my opinion., 
in his own mind too, though he does not think 
proper to own it at this moment. The Brit 
ish officers employed in the expedition, I am 
persuaded think it hopeless, at least, under the 
conduct of our leader, and are heartily tired o£ 
such a bagatelle service. In pursuance how- 
ever of his original plan, the general, on the 
9th, sent an officer with dispatches to the 
governor of Jamaica, and to admiral Dacres, 
the purport of which was to inform them of 
our partial success on the Main ; and to so- 
licit a sufficient number of troops to enable him 
to regain the country and to keep possession 
of it, till he can collect a force among the inhab^ 
itants, to march to the interiouR to stronger 
holds and more important places, than La Vela, 
or Coft). — Whether the messenger is the best, 
which might have been selected, is not for me to ^ 
determine. But there is no reason to think t^ 
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Utbe erraod was. df^p cv^ so^ wfll, k^wouli^: 
i^ae in success. Thfere a^e fe^Britisb trooffi^. 
19 the West Indies ; a94 ^^ whs(t has ^l^ea, 
place, nopQ to spwe foi> gen«r4 MirasMia^it iK 
pretty certain. 

•The Bacchante sloop of war h^s anived-iicte 
since we anchored.; buthas no orders to join us«^ 

The conomander of tljiis sl^ip: i;S eixtitl^ tfi the 
i^rmest thap]^;s of ow second d^yj^iQUA £osr h]#i 
attention and kipdness to thf.m during the a& 
t^noon and night t};my were on board of big., 
vessel. The officers^ in panfticular^ are under 
great obligations to him for his civility ai»4 
poUtene&s to them on that oceas^^, IjLi^ shij^ 
wa^ in the liighest order imj^ns^lc^ an4 ev 
treip^ly comniodiQU^; he is an excellnetseam^ 
and^ni^aagef^ h€j^ ii;^ a masterly manner, wif^ a 
qrew un4^r the asQSt compl^tcd^spipline. Yqo. 
wiil bf surpra^d:in h^riRg that capt^ Da?. 
cf^i h^r C9?5in3k^id€r, is but eighteei^ y^e^s of 
agj^^ He is a son of t^e a^miic^ pf ^b^ »5M*?x 
aod h npt; oiidy the prid^. of his &|her^ lm% 
v^'A\, if 1^ Uws, on^ d»y be a sfeinfeg op^tn. 
iwot irvthe 3ritbb ngvy. 

Our tyoaps have l^ei^k kept togethen i|t a 
Qftmpibrmwed on tfe^ sandy bea^h cf tfefe bar- 
wttialaiMfe wbftrfttli^ v«> e*erjQi$ed:ift»»<iig 
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^a's ^ttle ^uaUled t>y h^d^r h^rt, to ex^erciite 
authority 6Vfer.hUihari beings, as you can 4mag- 
hiiC:; but^whom obsequiousness and/defereivce 
^have made very acceptable to the commander 
»in chief. 

It is ttbt enough, that the jpoor slaves; called 
Volanteers, ^re neither clothed, fed -nor paid, 
^iihd exhausted with the fatigues of our lafte cam- 
^pai^; theyttust also be subjected to the 
^tict regulutions, and rigid discipline required 
•in an army \ti %he field ; and all this adtninis- 
'tefed by a man whom they heartily dislike, 
lartd who has as Iktle consideration f6f the feel- 
ings of h's feHows, as any iftan whom 0<^ cv^r 
-suffered to be dresked in authority. ^But ** {sa- 
lience and fortitude are the virtues of sol. 
diers ;'' and in sp gMd a cause, and in the ser* 
Tice of the renowned Miranda, who ^all nbt 
be happy to bear privations ? 

The goats of the island are laid under con- 
tribution for our use. The rank flesh off tlJi*^ 
animals, loathsome beyond description, with 
half a ration of bread, and a little sour wine, 
constitutes all our sustenance. 

Distressing sickness has spfead among tlfc 
troops — For the two nights and the day im-. 
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itiediately before our evacuation of La Vda ^ 
Coro, there was a cpntimial and excessive 
rain ; to which our men were exposed. Af- 
ter getting on board, they were obliged in 
general to keep on their wet clothes, for wiml 
of changes of garments. Thb circumstance, 
joined to their previous &tigues and to the 
want of comforts on their arrival here, brought 
on an inflammatory ^ fever, which has ra- 
ged with great vioknee, and proved &tal to 
several, though not to so many as might be ex* 
pected. About forty men and eight or ten 
officers have been confined in miserable hovels, 
called hospitals, under every circumstance 
of distress and poverty* Our diet is bad 
/enough to make the well sick, and to the 
sick it is insupportable. Besides, our poor 
invalids have liule or no attendance. Many 
of them are without shirts to their backs, cff 
any other sufficient clothing, smd without beds, 
stretched on the floor. Miranda views all 
tins suffering of his follow^ with a peculiar 
sangfroid. It is worthy of a philosopher no 
doubt to bear the calamities of others with re- 
l^ignation. It becomes the firmness of a gre^t 
captain not to be .too much affected wkdk 
^ose hardships of his soldiers, T^hich, }m 
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JES iifiable to remedy or alleviate ; but in this' 
case the condolence of the chief would do the 
wretches some good ; and if he chose, he 
might one would think, see them provide 
with more comforts. Instead of visiting the 
hospitals, or interesting himself in their man- 
agement, he sits the whole day at his quarters^ 
the best house in town for good living and con- 
venience, picking his teeth in silence ; or talk, 
ing to some of his staff, who, with a few ex- 
ceptions, are as negligent and unconcerned as- 
himself. Among the exceptions is the gctier. 
aPs aid de camp, Mr. Smith, who does all in 
his power to alleviate the c(Hidition of the in- 
valids. 

Sept. 20/ A. For want of something else to do, 
or to gratify the piques of the chief, rather than 
froiA any serious occasion or just pretence, sev- 
eral courts martial have been instituted in form ;. 
several officers arrested, and one tried and sen- 
tenced to the cruel punishment of being dis- 
missed from this lipnourable and inviting ^. 
vice. It may afford y©u some amusement as^ 
well as enlighten you on the nature of our sor 
cial compact to see a history of these mock 
tribunals in their chronological order. The 

first was created at Port of Spain^ in July, with 
P 
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tlie same formality, as if we had beca za ac- 
knowledged army ; as you will perceive by 
the following general order. 

** Leander^ 19/A July, 1806. 
** G. O." A general court martial, cob- 
sisting of one field officer and four captains to 
assemble on Monday morning, at 10 o'clock, 
on board of thb ship, for the trial of such pri- 
soners as shall be brought before them. 
Major SANDS, President. 
CapL LouDOV,* 



Members. 



Capt L£DLIE, 

Capt.ALLXsov, 
Capt. Ravkin, 

Lieut. Ho SACK is appointed to act as Judge 
Advocate^ to whom lieut* col. Uoo&bach will 
send the names of the prisoners and ^ll^;ed 
crimes, and cause witnesses to attend." 

The business of this court martial was to try 
a Columbian lieut. and surgecm, who had of> 
fended cai^. Campbell. They came on board of 
the Leander one night, soqiewhat exhilirated, 
in consfsquencc of haviog fallen into hospitable 
company. Here they made a noise so loud, 
that the capt. of the Lily, who lay near, apprc* 
heqded there was a general riot, the gun c^ a 
sentinel on board going off just at that instant, 
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as appealed afterwards by accident. He ac- 
eordirigly dispatched a boat for the Mirando* 
nians concerned, with orders to bring them 
dead or alive into his ship. The lieut. resisU 
ed at first; but being overpowered, W£U8 
brought with the surgeon on board the Lily. 
He seemed to think this exercise d authority 
ill the Eiiglishmsln an indignity, presuming 
thit he was not accountable to hini for his cou# 
duct on board tho Leander ; and that it was 
nothing to capt. Campbell, whether the Mi* 
randonians were drunk or sober, vociferous or 
mute« He and his comrade were, however, 
kept in, close arrest for trial. The court made 
several iiieffcctual attempts to proceed to bu- 
sxriess. The Members were so indisposed to 
their office, that they could not be all got to- 
gether. One of them lately from Scotland, 
learning that he was to be summoned to figure 
at the martial board, betook himself into the 
country to be out of the way ; alleging that 
he was not 'well enough acquainted wiQi Mie 
American articles of war to sit in judgment oa 
the conduct of Columbian culprits. When a 
board was formed, they could not lengthen 
their faces to the solemnity of the occasion 
amidst the arch looks andindiiisct ridicule of the 
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#fficer8 who were spectators ; and on ^fereat 
pretexts delayed entering upon their functions, 
which they felt were onty a caricature of an- 
Ihority, Finding the business was aU a {surety 
Miranda dissolved the court martial ; but t6 
preserve the semblance of power» alleged a» 
m reason that he had condescended in ccmsc^ 
^uence of the intercession of capt. Campbell 
Md some other officers to pardon the offends 
crs ; hoping this goodness would have the be^ 
effect upon their conduct. I have seen the de« 
^ fence that the lieutenant intended to make, if 
he was arraigned, in which, besides objecting, 
to the constitution of the court, alleging that, 
one member had given his opinion ; that ano^ 
ther was his personal enemy, &c. he pleads 
against the right of jurisdiction : the pur]yrt 
of this plea was, " I have sworn to serve the 
free people of South Amepica, or tte govern- 
ment, which they may establish ; in my milita- 
ry conduct, having the benefit of the articles of 
waf of the United States. Are you gentlemen 
the people of South America, or is your author* 
ity derived from the government which they 
have estaUished? Gen. Miranda, all hit. vol- 
unteers, as well as his ship, are here by courte^ 
sy ; they and myself are amenable to die civil : 
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skU&konty of this island and no other. How can ' 

yoii try mc by the American articles of war, 

-with the British ensign flying over your heads ?" 

for at that time the Leander on board of which 

the coiTfrt assembled was isnder British colours. 

X>tf ring iht space of some months there was^ 

hardfy a week, when this questionable ship 

wore the same ensign. Sometimes the Colum- 

l>kkn flag was hoisted ; sometimes the Ameri* 

can; at others the British; and frequently 

none whatever. He concluded with saying,. 

*• you have no right to arraign my conduct;' 

and if you do me any injm'y, I shall apply to 

the laws of this colony for redress. •' Whe» 

ther this plea would have been admitted is un« 

certain ; but it agrees with the opinion whicfr 

the ^^ers generally had of their rights and 

o^gations. Under this impression, it is per- 

haps remarkable that they behaved so well. 

An honest man is very properly said to be 

more honest on account of the law; and 

the licentious may be expected to exemplil^ 

tihe necessity of law on many occasions. From 

the nature of the thing however, the will of the 

commander in chief seems to be an authority 

from which there is no appeaU About tihe 

s^Lme time he chose to exert it in tummg o\A 
P 2 
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<^ the army a young man without asking tte 
OfMiiion or any court martial. 

Though we have stipulated fw the bendit 
of the articles of war of the United States, it 
would seem from thb instance that hetroosi- 
ders we hold our places not during good beha- 
viour, but during h'ls pleasure. This person 
was a Mr. B. of Barbadoes, of good educatioA 
and respectable family. His real ofience un< 
doubtcdly was, tliat he allowed himself to laug^ 
at some of the absurdities relating to the expe^ 
dition that were daily practised ut^ter the eye 
of our chief. Miranda, not satisfied with dxd^ 
missing him from the army, aimed to disgrace 
him in the view of his comrades, by makbg 
the act a part of general orders ; charging lufli 
widi conducting improperly in various ||fays 
and in disobedience of orders ; and observing 
** that he begs to be understood by all going 
upon the expedition, that while he will pay 
every attention and respect to the meritorious 
and desferving officer and soldier, be will not 
allow s^ny person that acts improperly ta go 
ttnpunished.'* B. being left destitute |p a 
strange place, thought proper to procaid with 
the expedition unknown to Miranda. He wish- 
^ to surprise Mm by his valouf and usefub«Jss 
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4t"thc landings and to convince the general 
that he bad done him injustice. Accordingly. 
B. WBis extremely serviceable at the attack on 
lia Vela de Coro, at which time and afterwards^ 
he proved himself to be possessed of a degree 
of military skill and invincible courage; but 
though Miranda was assured of this ; and ac- 
l^^wledged him to be a ** man of merit and 
p^s^verance," his enmity was not to be ap* 
peased ; and he would not reinstate him ; nor^ 
allow him to be considered any thing but an 
imcommisciioned volunteer, in which capacity 
he retrained Until thp abandonment of the en- 
tcq>ri$e« and th^n retui:ned to his native island. 
The second of these courts was instituted 
"With a view of trying some young men, charg. 
edjvith trivial ofences, vyhich in any regular. 
ar^my wpq^d have passed with a moderate re- 
primand. But in these cases* the persons ar- 
.mgned were those not belonging to the coterie 
profoundly attached to Miranda, and who gave 
' their tongues son^e greater latitude concerning 
his a&irs, than he approved. He thought it^ 
necessary to chock the evil, which he appre- 
lien^id might spread, and thus deter others 
from the prpfalieness. of judging and condemn- 
ing hisjQotioii^ and movements. The diffiicul- 
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ty of organizing the covrt prevented tteir fro- 
ceedingf and thus dej^ived us dT thebex^fitoC 
witnessing what Miranda was wont to term. 
** salutary examptes of conreet dkc^^Une.'' 
The young men were liberate fixwn ajTcfl^after 
tenor twelve d^y sand ordered to return to duty.. 
The third court was called ia consequence id 
.a dissolution of the former ; and s^r nnid^ 
exertion entered upon business. The adj&« 
tant of the North Americw Infiuitry was ar- 
raigned ; but it was thought best to let him go«^ 
The principal offence laid to Us chsfge was dcs- 
puting and countermanding the orders cf Im 
superiour officer in not delivering a oamlxKMie' 
to die hulans. The adjutant did certainly sub- 
ject himself to a su^icion of tont^rmacy by 
this refusal, but his coni^ict admitted cC^ 
much apology that proceedings against hitH 
were dropped. He received an order frem^ 
the quarter master general to take this most ne- 
cessary article from the Leander, for the pai>* 
pose of cooking the goat-flesh rations* of ^dli^ 
North American Infantry, Who were unAer the-* 
particular care of this adjutant. Accord- 
ingly the camboose had been daily appfiial ^ 
the preparation pf the meals for ^he ifi&ntry^aiid ' 
lent occasionally to soBie ^her c^rps. At<»€^ 
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ia»Iucky time> when this machbc was filled 
"^ith the dinner for his men, which was about 
lisdf dnrough thi process of boiling ; and wheii , 
it was engagoi after he had done with it t6 ht 
lent ta the Indian volunteers, whom the general ' 
oalls ** my fteojples*' and who were encamped 
TUMor hitn; there came a subaltern with an or,. 
der from a tiiajor instantly to deliver up the 
eamboosCy maugre the necessities of the luiur 
gry infantry and those who expected their 
next tunu The adjutant's blood was a little 
too much roused by this apparent contempt of 
the wants* of himself and his men ; and he made 
a resolute though an ineffectual stand against 
the demand, conceiving very naturally that nei* * 
ther he nor his people could with any reason be 
expected at so short warning to renounce the 
custom of eating their dinner, such as it was^ 
The Chev. de B, was tharged with a usur- 
pattoa of authority and with cruelty and un*^ 
gentlemanlike conduct. But the most serious 
accusation was that of ^* Contempt and disre- 
spect to tiie commander in chief, in writing 
and sending to him a contemptuous and dis* 
respectfail letter, containing false assertions and 
reflections on the characters of his ^ superiour 
officers and those officers composbg the geiV 
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eral court martial^ ordered to iassemble on tic 
9th.*' The court did him the justice to acqu& 
him of the charge of cruelty and ungentleman- 
like behaviour ; but found him guilty of the 
last charge ; and sentenced him to betltettiiss- 
ed from the service. Without doubt the let- 
ter was loily, indignant and sarcmstiek, aad 
aU this it might be, and contain no fidsehood. la 
law it 48 a well known maxim, in some instiu)* 
ces, the greater the truth the^eater the libel ; 
and surely it became the court to ptonotince 
censiares upon themselves and bur chief to he 
fals)e« Notwithstanding this sentence^ I bdie^t' ' ' 
it is the opinion of aU who know de B« moA 
probably of his judges that he i^ stiXL entidel 
to the charactfer of a gentlemasi, a good officer 
and a man of honour, as hr as came to^ofr 
knowledge. 

In two instances at Aruba^the di&nnbes be« 
tween officers, rehired the *^ amende honcNii^ 
ble^' and the parties went ought to fight dudbi; 
but through tiie ^dence 6f the secwf^ in 
one case a reconciliation took plat^^on ^ 
^x>und i and from the same cau^e probafa^ 
in another, two exchanges of shot left thi^ cosi* 
batants with a sound skin ; smd the cfaallen|p 
said lie was satis^d. % 
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The semces of the judge jwlvocate in thje 
eourt martial gained him the honour of promp- 
tion» and he was raised from the rahk of Ueut to 
a captaincy of artillery. This kind of paper re- 
ward h ^ on various occasions been vouchsafed, 
as the uneasiness of an individual with his 
grade, the necessity of answeting his call for 
pay, or the policy of our chief to appear to 
have something to give, and to countenance 
merit, seemed to require.. 

Durifig his arre st, chevalier de B. was treat- 
ed with as much severity aa if he hs^d been a 
conspirator or felon. He was obliged, by or- 
der of the general, to confine himself on board 
of a $mall transport schooner, where he almost 
wanted necessaries; and when he came, cm 
shore to trial, was. escorted by two or three 
SQ^iers with fixed bayonet^. It is very proba^ 
bje thjathe will nothing himself of chagrin for 
not deserving the gopd will of the adventurer 
and his court martial; though he, like some 
others of us, may not be able to think with 
much patience of the ill stars, that brought him 
into the power of such a man. As to the sen- 
tence of dismissal, he is very possibly so un* 
wise as to imagine tant pisy tarn mieux.^ 



* So much the worse, so mudi the belter. 
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I bettcve many besides him wcmld be very wi- 
ling to cam a similar sentence, if they wot 
certain the doing it would not expose them to 
something more. But the spirit of Miranda is 
chafed, and the consciousness of being dislik- 
ed and distrusted, makes him suspicious and 
revengeful. He has some degree of that spe- 
cies of cowardice which resents the pang it 
feels ; and the animosities among some of the 
officers are rancorous. It would not be sur. 
prising, if a man were to avow his disgust wkb 
the service, or his want of respect for its lead- 
er, that the latter should pack a court, who be-^ 
ing governed by his will, instead of contefitii| 
themselves with taking away the offendBX% 
commission, should make him feel concern &r 
his liberty or even life. The apprehension irf 
becoming victims to malice is enough to loAt 
the officers guarded in their conversation, ff« 
cept among those who are confidential. 



F 
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LETTER XXI. 

Animiid'oersions of officers on ihe Exfedidon*^ 
Curacoa scheme, 

Aruba, Sept. 2\st, 1806. 

YOU will naturally ask, what is the purpoipt 
of the conversations which these persons hold ? 
They express their sense of disappointment in 
all their expectations concerning Miranda and 
his schemes. ** He lured us," say they ** irem 
i our country and homes by promises and A- 
claxations entirely unfounded. Why did he 
not tell us of the chances against his success, 
which he must have known to exist, instead of 
Baying,that his adventure was iafalUble, setting 
aside the dangers of the seas. Through his 
delusive representations, seventy of our coun- 
trymen are dragging out their miserable exist- 
ence in the Spanish mines ; and ten are report- 
ed to have come to an ignominious end on the 
scaffold. The groans and tears of their wi- 
dows, children, brothers, sisters and friends 
Accuse him before high heaven as the immedi- 
ate author of their afflictions. '* 

On the subject of the loss of our schooners, 

Q 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



^ 



4 



170 

the followmg is extracted from the journal ^ 
one of our principal officers, whose station m^ 
cessarily gave him frequent access to the gen- 
eral ; t^iough it differs in some respects from 
the account given in my letter of May 6th, I 
think it proper to be communicated in this 
place. His remarks are couched in these 
terms : — ** When the Leander bore away from 
tlie land to avoid falling between the two Span- 
ish vessels, which appeared to be the object of 
their commanders, the brig being upon the 
larboard, and the schooner on the starbosffd 
quarter, the Bee came within hail of 4c 
Leander ; capt« Huddle informed capt. Leids 
jrom his speaking trumpet, that he was out of 
ammunition. Lewis replied that 1^ could not 
then send the boat with a supply, but h& ras^ 
keep near the Leander and be ready to iomrl 
This undoubtedly prevented the capt. of ^ 
Bee from pressing sail as he otherwise would 
have done. The Leander, however, receded 
from the guarda costas, while the latter gjuncd 
upon our schooners. At length th^^hicchtis 
bore away wing and wing before me vrind. 
The Spanish brig instantly pursued. Previous 
to this Miranda had gone below, and had soit 
tor capt. Lewis ; what passed between #iOT 
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^c shall never learn except from their own der- 
clarations ; for in this case as in all others of 
importance, Miranda did not permit a third per- 
son to be present. When Lewis came upon 
deck, it was supposed we should, if possible, 
engage the Spanish schooner, still in pursuit of 
lib, and bearing- on our starbord quarter, the 
Bee having fallen on our larboard. No orden 
to this effect were however given. Lewis told 
ine .1;hat the general wished to see me below, 
"When^ I entered his state room I found the 
general with a chart in his hand and pointing 
to the islands of Trinidad and Margaritta, he 
said ** we must go first to tht island of Aves or 
Bonair for Avater, and I think we had then best 
^ape our course for Trinidad, where I have 
resources and shall receive assistance from the 
English; here is Margaritta which we can 
take if we think proper with the force we now 
have ; the pilot tells me we can beat up in ten 
or fifteen days* — What is your opinion ?" I 
said in reply, '* I concurred with him both in 
the feasibility and expediency of this measure ;*' 
but added, '^ let us endeavour to save our 
schooners, general. The Bacchus has borne 
away before the wind and is pursued by the 
Spanish brig ; I believe it is the opinion of 
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those who are skilled in naval tacticks, that we 
can now put about, engage and carry the Spaib 
ish schooner unless she outsails us ; by this 
attempt we shall probably divert the brig from 
chasing the Bacchus, as she will be under ap- 
prehensions for her consort, and the Bee will be 
again protected by our ship and ready to assist 
ill boarding. At all events sir, and upon every 
calculation we shall save our conuades. It is 
the desire of us all upon deck, general, to per- 
ish with our companions rather than become cyt 
witnesses to their capture.'* ** Well then''— 
was Miranda's reply to this representation! 
the meaning of whfch I thus interpreted—— 
if you will make the attempt, I shall not or will 
not, or most likely cannot prevent you ; but J 
have given my private orders to capt. I^ewif 
For Lewis declared the next day and alwayi 
afterwards, ** that Miranda had ordered him to 
bear away and escape," This the general ne- 
ver denied : but said in a conversation with me 
the following moniing, that *' Lewis undoubt- 
edly would endeavour to throw all the bla|p upon 
him," thus intimating a consciousness that he 
was responsible. Every circumstance attend- 
ing this affair tallies with the foregoing remarks, 
whatever Miranda may choose to say to tl|^ 
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cx>ntrary. Before he went below, he asked the 
officer who acted as aid to Lewis, ** what shall 
we do to save our schooners,'* ^^ Jight siry^^ 
^vas the answer, I shall not' say what motive 
induced him to order the flight of the Leander. 
A desire to save his own person is the most 
probable solution ; yet while on deck he ap- 
peared cool and collected. When he first came 
up in the morning, he looked rather big and full 
of fight. After viewing the Spanish vessels 
with his pocket glass, he observed to me ** well 
sir, can't we burn and destroy these rascals." 
** We must try, general ; if we do not burn 
them, they will certainly bum us." Whatever 
he would or would not have done, it is now to 
no purpose to enquire. Our associates are 
* ih captivity ; if their lives are spared, their mis- 
erics and sufferings will be worse than death ; 
and we are left to reflect with grief and indig- 
nation that we \tere not permitted, though eve- 
ry heart burned with impatience for the conflict, 
to make an effort for their salvation." 

The conduct of their chief in other particulars 
his officers arraign on various grounds. ** At 
Barbadoes and Trinidad," say they, ** he was 
near defeating the disposition in British gov- 
ernors and commanders to assist him, and did 
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do it in a considerable degree, by the cxtxava- 
gance of his expectations and claims. It is 
certain,** they observe, ** that before he sailed 
for the Main, he might have obtained funds for 
for his purposes by only promising to capital- 
ists commercial privileges, which it was in his 
power to promise and might have been to 
perform. Though his poverty paralized all his 
operations, he did not avail himself of this re- 
source, alleging that his ** people'* would sup. 
ply him with all he wanted. By force he took 
possession of one of their strong holds and a 
chief city ; yet when he had obtained these 
advantages, he professed to have scruples a- 
bout using this same force to secure what be 
had gained. What business had he at all in 
that country in arms, if he did not mean to exert 
power when persuasion failed ? He contented 
himself with sending out proclamations and 
pamphlets, instead of demanding the king's 
treasure, or levying contributions or resorting 
to any of those expedients which belong to 
usages of warfare. He might have mafitained 
himself in La Vela for a length of time ; and 
had he continued there, he would undoubtedly 
have been reinforced from diflferent quarters. 
If he had friends ^nd adherents in that countiy 
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s^ he always declared, his stay would have 
brought them to rally round him. His con- 
tinuance would have accorded with the inten- 
tions and expectations of the British admiral^ 
who had assisted him so fan Admiral Coch- 
rane undoubtedly intended to give him all the 
chance that a sufficient naval force could sup- 
ply. In proof of this, several armed vessels j 
Including one seventy-fouK, were sent to sup* 
port the squadron first put undor his orders, 
and supposed to be at Coro, with directions to 
, land a number of men, as they might be found 
necessary and useful ; but finding we had de* 
parted in an unaccountable manner, they have 
naturally concluded that he is unequal to hi$ 
enterprise and is not worth supporting. It is 
not surprising that their orders should not ex-* 
tend to conducting him from one part to ano- 
ih&v of the Caribbean sea or to assist in a se- 
cond attempt on the Main, when he had made 
such a faux pas in the first. Undoubtedly 
they are ready to seize the pretext which they 
now have for dissolving a comiexion attended 
with expense to the government and mortifica- 
tion to its patrons ; satisfied that they do more 
than justice to his claims in conveying him to 
a place of safety. Had he displayed the enef- 
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gy which became his pretensions and means, 
there is reason to believe he would have be- 
come so power&il as to afford protection t5 
those who slft>uld choose to join his standard, 
or at least make terms for his captive follow- 
ers, whose relief was a primary motive with 
many of us for going a second time on the ex- 
pedition. What has he done to rescue these 
unfortunate men ? Having determined to eva- 
cuate the Main, he might have made the libera- 
tion of the prisoners a condition of his depar- 
ture. The government there would not have 
Vhought the surrender of the prisoners too great 
a price for even the temporary riddance of so 
troublesome a visitor. If this be supposed im- 
practicable, why has he never made an effort with 
the English commanders to have them put on 
the footing of prisoners of war? In short that 
this man is able to do evil is certain, but to do 
good, where is his skill or force ? Ue^ was an 
object of abhorrence to his countrymen before; 
he is now regarded with contempt.'' How far 
these complaints and charges are true, let fact^i 
decide. To these causes of uneasiness is to 
be added the dissatisfaction of the American 
officers at being superceded in their grade by 
those who embarked in the cause more recent- 
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ly* From the information we have received, 

wc think a war between the United States and 

Spain almost certain. In this case, Miranda 

might get resources from our country. But 

the Leander concern have been such sufferers, 

and the American officers and soldiers are so 

much disgusted, the general would probably 

be disappointed in his expectation of further 

support from individuals of the United States. 

I see no probability that the English will do 

any thing more. You will now enquire, what 

do we propose ? As I have observed, we are in 

the power of this man : and have good reasong 

to apprehend serious collisions, if we take any 

steps to get rid of his authority. If we were of 

one sentiment and party, it would certainly bo 

easy to prescribe our terms and to require him 

to command as we please ; to take the com^ 

mand ourselves, or to abandon him altogether. 

Our proper course would undoubtedly be to 

release ourselves from his service, or to comi^ 

pel him to give us the direction of the Lean*- 

der and all the men, over whom the British 

* have no absolute authority. But an attempt 

of this kind might not succeed, without bloodr 

shed, as he has a few sycophants and gascon* 

^d?8 atUl about his person, who might op^ 
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pose iW We prefer more sufering, rather 
than increase the contempt and ridicule of our 
enemies and the world, by cutting one another's 
throats* Miranda is perhaps indebted to our 
pride more than our affection for the continu- 
ance of his authority, if not far the safety^ of his 
head. 

As a proof of the discontent that prevails a 
mong the troops/ the Indians and Spanish peo. 
pie of colour have already threatened to desert 
into the ^voods if they are not soon better 
treated; they complain of seeing no omen of 
happier times ; of the tyranny of the pompous 
bashaw who commands them in the camp, and 
of the want of food and apparel. We are ve- 
ly short of provisions and ill accommodated in 
every respect ; it is therefore not surprising 
that the Indians, though used to exercise 
patience under sufferings, should despond and 
hold this language. 

The only officer of rank and influence, whe 
feels for their situation, and in whose sineeri- 
ty and friendship they have confidence, is still 
confined with his wounds, at his quarters some 
distance from town. They are therefore dc- 
privcd of his personal interposition. This $ii^- 
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content extends to the Spanish officers* also. 
Their displeasure is often expressed in the 
strongest terms against our chief. To one of 
these gentlemen, an American officer observed, 
that ** he believed the expedition would never 
succeed under Miranda ; his indecision, cap. 
rice, petulance, meanness and duplicity ren- 
der him unfit for conducting any enterprise of 
magnitude,** — ** Oui^^ said he ** nous le ferrons 
sans eet chien Miranda. Jl n^est pas capable 
€tefaire un grand chose. Jl a nous trompe.'^^ 

Their tempers have been soured by their re- 
cent disappointment on the Main ;. and not 
theirs alone ; there are few indeed, who do not 
sincerely lament ever having had any thing to 
do with our humbug expedition, as it is now 
very properly called. You can have no idea 
to what a distressing situation we are reduced. 
Our stores can only hold out, even with the 
strictest, economy but a short period; the 
island affijrds but little water and few supplier 



* Four of these gentlemen joined us at Trinidad, 
^d were commissioned afterwards at Coehe. A publi- 
cation of their names was deemed improper ; some or all 
of them having friends in the Spanish provinces, who 
inight be made to suffer on their account. 
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of any kind ; we suffer the want in a greal 
measure of almost every necessary ; and what 
renders it still worse, the moment must soon 
arrive, when this miserable bland, drained by 
its hungry intruders of its present scanty stock, 
can supply no relief, even if Miranda had tte 
means and inclination to make us comfortable. 
Of the (brmer, be pretends to . be destitute ; 
and I much doubt whether he possesses die 
latlen He is at present certainly no example 
of the softeninginfluence of adversity; I believe 
rather, a black chagrin has destroyed his sym- 
pathies with his followers. So that we exist, 
execute his orders, and form a guard to pro- 
tect him from the vengeance of the incensied 
Spaniards, no matter what we undergo ; we 
answer all that this r^ninun^^Mirafida requires. 
His majesty's brig Ferret arrived here on 
the 13th, from Jamaica, and landed the gene- 
ral's messenger. The result of the mbsion, 
though not publickfy known, is as we expect- 
ed, unfavourable. Admiral Dacres and the 
governor of Jamaica replied to the application 
of Miranda, that they knew nothing more of 
his expedition than what they learned from ru- 
mour and the publick prints, that they had re-^ 
ceiyed no orders from administration to afford 
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it any aid| and had nothing more to give hini 
Ixit wishes of such success as his design 
merited* 

The English ship Elephant of 74 guns is now 
at anchor here ; it has been said that she is to 
join us ; but this is all a puff; such as we are 
used to feed upon. The frigate Galatea and 
brig Express, both of which have been laying 
here some time, sailed on the 19th, and we shall 
probably not see them again. The British of« 
ficers are very averse to being attached to his 
excellency Don Francisco. They do not ap- 
pear to think they shall earn laurels or riches in 
his cause. The Elephant sailed yesterday for 
Ssugpsacsij and the schooner Fickle, lately arriv* 
ed here has sailed for England. By her the 
general has sent dispatches ; and a number of 
intercepted letters, written by officers of the 
Spanish government describing the apprehen- 
sions of the government of Caraccas respecting 
Miranda. They were takjyi by the English 
sloop of war Osprey, whilst we were in pos- 
session of Coro, from the Spanish mail boat on 
her passage from La Guira to Cumana and 
Margaritta. 

It is reported that we are soon to quit this 

island. Wherever we go, we shall hardly 
R 
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change for the worse. The inhabitants of tius 
wretched place, to whom we iiave been a hea- 
vy burden will no doubt celebrate the day of 
our departure. 

Sept. 26th. I have seen our general for the 
first time these three weeks. Like the Grai^ 
Lama he is seldom visible, but to those select 
few who are so advanced in purity and wisdom 
as to be worthy to approach his august pre- 
sence. There was once a time when he was 
very accessible but that time has passed away ; 
and it is not wonderful since he would see ma- 
ny an anxious and perturbed countenance, and 
hear perhaps too many cdhiplaints, if he allow- 
ed himself to be easily visited by his offiq^rs. 
But though he may resemble the Grand Lama 
in being invisible to vulgar eyes, he does not 
resemble him in that divine tranquillity and re- 
pose of soul, which distinguishes the Thibetian 
object of worship. Of late, as you may think 
natural, he has commonly appeared very much 
occupied with unquiet thoughts. To day his 
aspect is unusually severe, heavy and despond- 
ing, as though he was " revolving the various 
fates of men below." The other officers around 
him, seem to have received a stimulus, not of 
the agreeable kind. Armstrong's brows ^ 
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kmt together as if he apprehended dismissal, 
or had heard extremely bad news — or it may be 
owing to the unruly workings of the bile, which 
bis system generates in dangerous abundance. 
Count de Rouvray takes shorter steps than he 
is wont and in a right line, backwards and for- 
wards, neither looking to the right nor left, 
paying no attention to any who pass by him ; 
he appears entirely abstracted. Unless I am 
deceived he is digging out of his brains some 
** efiectual expedients'* to be formed by his 
excellency into " practicable plans.'' The 
.foi^e in which our councils and measures are 
produced, is a complete manufactory of these 
articles. Count de Rouvray furnishes crude 
ore called ** expedients,*' extracted from the 
•deep cogitations of his mind. This is put into 
the general's smelting furnace, which is always 
kept hot and in readiness to bring on a fmiotu 
The quarter master general blows the bellows 
of adulation, whilst the cilonel of engineers, 
by opposition, sometimes furnishes coals in 
abundance to keep up the flame ; and again by 
the cold water of objections, damps and almost 
extinguishes the fire. There are subordinate 
characters, whose business it is to do little 
. jpbs about the forge, as ^^ every individual lA 
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our army is rated according to his merits and 
talents. '* 1 have observed that those who have 
neither are best off, if they did but know it ; 
never being called upon in affairs of conse- 
quence, they are not in danger of his excellen- 
cy's terrible frowns, nor liable to be intoxicat- 
ed by his approbation. They have noting to 
do, but to bite their nails and lament their in- 
significance in obscurity. Col. Roorbach, who 
has more spirits, youth and vivacity than any 
man of his years in Christendom, appears m 
tolerable good humour ; but still it is evident 
— that all is not well within. There seems to be? 
a general inquietude from his excellency te hi» 
most devoted valet. Those who have no state 
affiiirs to disturb their minds, have something 
else, equally important to them ; such as re- 
flecting how they shdl pay their bills in this 
place. I have seen but two landlords to day, 
who both look thoughtfrd and dull, undoubted- 
ly from calculating profit and loss. You will 
now ask, what can occasion this extraordi- 
liary perturbation of your cabinet i I know not, 
unless it be the failure of a thing calledtheCuracw 
scheme. Miranda has been trying to intrigue 
that island into his possession. An ambassadt^ 
^v the name of P. who was sent there^ has lately 

y 
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zcturned after an unsuccessfbl negociation. The 
governor of Curacoa ** knowsno such man as gen. 
Miranda*^ ^ What an ignorant man this ga« 
-pernor must be I Surely our commander in 
chief is knmj^n from one end of the earth to the 
^rtherl The governor above alluded to, has 
tiie cruelty to declare that he cannot spare the 
island J^r/y that gen. Miranda must call again. 
What impudence to refuse so modest a request 
as our chief condescended to m^e — only to be 
admitted into the quiet possession of the island 
of Curacoa, and to take all the Spanish proper^ 
ty as a reward for going there ! About six 
weeks ago his excellency commenced operat- 
ing upon a scheme, which he has had long in 
contemplation of possessing himself of Cura- 
coa. To bring this desirable object about, as 
he had not a sufficient force of his own, and as 
the Englbh ships then at his disposal, were 
either not able or not willing to attempt an at* 
tack on that island, he resolved to try what di- 
- plomatick skill would do ? For this purpose he 
employed a resident of Aruba» giving him. in- 
structions to wait on the governor of Curacoa 
and to ^inform him that he should be paid a 
certain sum of. money, if the island surrender- 
ed on the appearance before ii of a small English 
R2 r- I 
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squadron, wfakh shooU be fiurlb comaig s^iBom 
as he agreed to the terms stipulated in the ia- 
structicms of Miranda's ainbassadcM:, of ^diich 
the fdlowmg is the tenm* : viz» that ia the 
event of a surrender, all Ae Spamdi propertf^ 
diould on' the gmemor^s recewi^ his dou- 
ceur be put into the hands of Dcm Fraaactsca; 
and the Dutchprqpertjr tobe put in possoi^on 
of the Bridsh, who should conduct hkn to 
hb new domin^fias. P. after being absent five 
weeks, andcrealing much anxiety by hb de* 
lay, returned with an answer that the governor 
of Curacoa ki^w no such man as Don Fran* 
Cisco de Miranda, eommandor in chief of the 
Columbian army ; and could therefore ^M» 
into no hegociation on the subject of sdlmg Us 
master^s property and his own govonment. It 
is also reported, and generally credited that P* 
was prevailed upon to sell Mirai^ ; and t)^ 
he went to La Guira where he n^ule known 
the Don's intentions with regard to. Gurrcoa 
and his future designs respecting the l^is^sh 
M^in. To counteract the effects of this r& 
port however, the ambassador asserts dmt he 
was arrested the moment of hb arriyalki die 
island and remained in dure«^ until just' b^ 
fore Ids departure* W^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^> ^ 
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¥4«Aer the charge of betraying his excellcn- 
icy be also true, certain it is that P. divulged 
his instructions <mi the very day he received 
them. He had two letters in his hands rela- 
tive to this business ; one written in French, 
signed, de Miranda^ and the other in English, , 
signed by his Columbiafi majesty's private se- 
cretary. The first confined his powers and 
instructions. The second was addressed to a 
merchant of Curacoa, who wa%honourod with 
an invitation to assist P. if necessary in his ne- 
gociations, when he could bring matters to 
bear. Both of these letters he exposed befwe 
he took passage for the execution of his misi^ 
MOO. P. brought intelligence, on his return, 
that a number of Spaniards had crossed over 
from Curacoa to Aruba, with a design on the 
neck of our chief. One or two of the ** virtu- 
ous people' ' of this place were put in irons, 
and closely imprisoned on suspicion of being 
ptvay to this black intent. A boat did actually 
come from 4ie Main, wiUi several armed men 
ea board ; but a knowledge of it reaching head 
quarters in good season they were pursued, af* 
ter a few \xsA landed^ and fled without being 
overtaken. 
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LETTER XXIt • 

Ifev) captain appointed to the Leanier — BUl^ 
conduct and cruelty to the sailors — Coniit'um 
of the sick on board — Miranda^s treatment of 
mtpt. MeadCf commander oj the brig Comnno- 
iore Barry — SolUoquy. 

Aruba^Sept. 25M, I806« 
THOUGH our situation is nfec^ssaii^ 
16ad, it b rendered worse than it need be by 
the ill management of Miranda and others to 
whom he delegates his power. In numy com 
cerns that relate to our enterprise, they appear 
to do every thing but that which should be 
1done. Indeed) so accustomed are we to their 
perverse and impoUtick proceedings, that. we 
are disappointed when they do any thing that 
is not preposterous, or is in a tolerable degree 
considerate. The commander of the Leande^* 
Waldegrave, as I told you, having becomt 
sick and removed to the liospital, it was neca(# 
sary his place should be supplied* As though 
we had not enough of unavoidable ills, witlw 
out some voluntary additions, who :^iould be 
selected for this place but a man as unfit » 
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oim be conceived, neither soldier, sailor nor 
gentleman. Puffed up with his little brief au- 
thority, he employs it in a manner, precisely 
the most offensive and tyrannical. The offi- 
cers on board have been repeatedly the objects 
of his insolence ; and the men of his wanton 
cruelty. The former are so much tamed by 
their adversities, that they do not think of re- 
pelling his encroachments ; and the poor sail- 
ors, .what can they do, but bend in silence un^ 
der the lash of the low bred tyrant ? A few days' 
ago 1^ had a man tied to the gang way, order- 
ing the boatswain's mate to give him forty 
la^es ; a lifooty with the rights of an individ- 
ual and the rules of military and naval disci- 
pline for which as you recollect de B. wa* 
brought to answer before a court martial. An 
officer who happened to be on board frdm the 
island, whilst this brute was gratifying his ears 
with the cries of the sailor under punishment 
drew his sword, and ordered the boatswain's 
mate to desist. This timely interference sa- 
ved four or five more from the lash, who had 
been sentenced that morning to the gang way, 
by this vile upstart. A number of the sick 
troops were sotne^days s^o put on board the 
Leander, now laying about two miles from 
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town. To tbese distressed creatures, diis matk 
shewed an inhumanity, which we should won- 
der to find in a cannibaK Judge you of thdr 
condition to be at the mercy of a wretch who 
could answer the calls for relief, from those who 
were lingering under disease and want, fre- 
quently with curses; and even refuse them 
wholesome water to allay their thirst when 
burning with fever. Instead of sending on 
shore once a day for a sufficient quanti^ ol 
fresh water for the whole ship's company in* 
eluding the sick, he procured only a partisd 
supply, and this he husbanded and confined to 
the use of himself, his dog and a portion of the 
sailors with whom he was making a party^ 
whilst he caused the sick to be served with 
water that had been for some time on boar^ 
which was stale and sometimes putrified ; giv- 
ing this brutal reason *^ that the well should be 
his care, in order to keep them so, as it was 
uncertain whether the sick would live or die ; 
and if the latter happened, attention would be 
lost upon them.*' This conduct was well 
known at head quarters, yet the wretch, who 
we hair-'lty of it was continued in a situation, 
out some vcnad both an opportunity to inflict 
selected for thser^, and an inclinatioii to u^ it 
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that would dis^ce a savage. Complaints ah 
ter complaints, and representation after repre- 
sentation, resipccting the behaviour of this fel- 
low have been sent to Miranda without procur- 
ing redress and indeed without obtaining no<^ 
tice* Being placed in command at the in- 
stance of the quarter master general, and ap- 
proved of by the general, he has tyo occasion to 
be scrupulous about bis duty, his treatment of 
others, nor his manners. — What motive is 
there to pay court to our superiours, if they 
will not bear us out in our villanies, and we 
must behave as well as if we rested on our 
character. Become a favourite, if you wish 
the liberty of being a domineering poltroon 
with impunity. 

You will remember, mention has been made 
of our being attended to the Spanish Main by 
two merchant vessels ; the brig Commodore 
Barry and the schooner Trimmer. Captain 
Edward Meade commanded the first, and capt* 
Hancock the last. It is proper in this place 
to relate the conduct of Miranda towards the 
commander of the brig. I shall take some 
other opportunity to speak of capt Hancock's 
affair. Capt Meade arrived from Philadelphia^ 
at Port of Spain with a cju-go of flour some- 
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time beibre we saikd. The market beiag^ve* 
Tj law, he was tonpted to listen to proposab 
ibr trying hb chance on die Main^ under dr 
auspices of Muranda ; with wtom he made^^ 
following contract, signed by hb quarter ina& 
ter general. 

Trinidad, July 23d, 1806. , 
Don Francisco de Miranda, commander itt 
chkf of the Columbian Army: — I have this 
day agreed with and given permission to cap* 
tain Edward Meade^ of the city of Philadel- 
phia, commanding the brig Commodore Baii- 
ry, to sail with, and under the protection of 
the naval force, engaged in my expedition, to 
South America ; on the following terms : vkb 
captain Meade shall ssdl with the expedition 
and shall not leave the squadron without msf 
permission till a landing is effected in some 
part of South America. He shall then be peiw 
Utitted to sell his cargo to the people of the 
country, at the highest prices he can obtain, 
free of duty. It is imderstood that the com- 
mander in chief or the government of the cqum 
try shall have a preference of purchase, upon 
their allowing the same prices, as can be ob- 
tained from individuals. It is also agreed t^t 
captain Meade shall have liberty to proceed ta 
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EUEibtber market (not an enemy's port) provided, 
the first attempt to effect a landing is not ac- 
complished within six days^ after the arrival 
of the squadron at the place of destination. It 
is understood that captain Meade shall have 
good dispatch in the disposal of his cargo ; and 
upon his embarkation for North America, he 
aihall take an officer on board of his brig, bear* 
ing dispatches for the commander in chief, free 
of all expense and charges/* 

Although the landing was effected, there was 
no government and tio people to be customers 
of cAptsan Meade ; and he, finding thai our ex- 
pedition did not succeed, and that it was use- 
less for him to remain there, requested the gen- 
eral to allow him to proce(2d, according to a* 
fireeiaaent, to another port. Miranda, after ma- 
ugr importunities once answered, that he might 
go where he pleased. But when bn ourevac- 



* The general e:(teiided this term to ten days, before 
the comract was signed by his quarter master general ; and 
though A^iranda dictated the contract himself, he refused 
to place bis own signature to it. Whetlier it was a mo- 
tive of his prudence, or the effect of accident, is not easily 
determined ; but Miranda never used his own name^ when 
^t of another persbn would cmswer his purpose. 

s 
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uating La Vela de Coro» Meade shaped Ji^ 
course for Curracoa ; one of the men <^ yffo: 
brigs fired several shot at him and compelkd 
the Commodore Barry to join the squadfi^ 
again. This compulsory measure was known t)o 
have resulted from the instructions of our chief, 
which were given previous to our departqitc 
from La Vela de Coro ; otherwise the Ameiv 
can brig would not have b^n molested- Stpe 
was forced to accompany us to Aruba ; ai»l 
here has been embargoed during the whole tig^ 
we have had possession of this island. When 
Meade expostulated against these proceedings, 
the general said ^* the law of nations justified ^ 
detention." The law of necessity perhaps he 
might have said with more exactness. At the 
time Meade was embargoed, there was an ap- 
prehension that the English ships might aban- 
don us en account of a disagreement betwe^ 
Miranda and theBritish officers. In this case we 
should have stood in peculiar need of the Cooi- 
modore Barry *s cargo of flour and provisions^ 
as our supplies were Aeariy out. Indeed, frop 
the time we fell in with the Lily, after our 4?* 
feat at Porto Cabello, to the present time, ^ 
English vessels attached to the ent^rpris/^, h«jye 
furnished almost all our supplies ; with th^^^.- 
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iei^tioii of a quantity of wine and flour, sup-r^ 

jttlfed' by individuals of Trinidad ; who were 

so* wise as to think a commission in the eman* 

ci^atot's army, a ticket in fortune's lottery 

V^orth the risk of their property. 

' 'Our parting from Aruba is considered as an 

abandonment of the expedition. One of our 

iv^ts. acquainted with scripture, has given me 

iSlEr following soliloquy, which may well be 

^id to breathe the sorrow and indignation of 

the defeated enthusiast, or ci-devant deliverer of 

South America. 

"'-** Verily, verily I say unto you, inasmuch 
Ufe jc have not hearkened unto my sayings and 
Iteve been heedless of my revolutionary doc- 
tf Ines, and have disregarded my proclamations, 
T^illgo but from among a corrupt nation and 
at-perverse people. — The time is nigh at hand 
When ye shall fall by the kings of your own 
choice and the idols whom ye have set up un- 
to yourselves ; nor will I rescue you from the 
bondage of your forefathers ; ye shall continue 
linder the yoke of the French and the Span- 
lards, unless the English deliver you ; and / 
will strive to harden the hearts of the English 
Ugainst you, that they may not listen to you in 
the day of your great odamity and tribulation: 
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I will mock when your affliction cometh. Your 
enemies shall feed on the harvest of your fieldsj 
they shall riot in your dwellings and enjoy the 
labours of your hands. All this shall coroe^- 
on you, because ye have not known mcj and be^ 
cause ye have not followed my precepts. Had 
ye not turned your backs upon me, I would 
have been your deliverance ; ye should have 
possessed an inheritance of democracy, which 
should have lasted till time was grey with years ; 
ye should have been my people^ and I wouM 
have lived among you, and been your heaJt to 
instruct and govern you in all things accent- 
ing to my own exalted principles of govc^- 
ment, and your arm to defend you against tfi- 
ry foe I but ye have not known me, even soj I 
have renounced your'* 
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^.i LETTER XXIII. 

>/] . 

K^ieparture from Aruba. — Miranda and suite 

\> embark in the Seine frigate. — Lieut. Dwycr^ 

,. an English officer ^ takes command of the 

Leander.'^" Events during the passage, •-'^ 

Arrival at Grenada* 

L^eander at sea^ Sept. 28/A, 1806* 
ON the morning of the 27th, we left Aru» 
ba under convoy of his majesty's ship La 
Seine, commanded by capt. Atkins. We are 
bound to Trinidad, Grenada or Barbadoes, 
but which is not told. The Lily, Attentive 
and our gun boats got under weigh the day 
before, meaning to beat up along the Main to 
Trinidad, while we stand to the northward, for 
one of the islands mentioned. Our officers 
and troops are distributed among the vessels 
lately employed in Miranda's enterprise. This 
disposition of his forces confirms the supposi- 
tion that he has given up his design. Tlie gen- 
eral, Molini,hispublick secretary, Mr. Smith, his 
aid-de-camp, and some other officers take their 
passage in the Seine. Miranda very wisely selects 
a stronger and swifter vessel than tlie Leander, 
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He has never sailed in her since we left Trinidal 
in July ; for she is obliged frequently to ht 
taken in tow, and in case she should be abani 
doned to her chance, she might before long 84 
found with the Don, in Guadaloupe <^ lA 
Guira. Capt. Atkins hearing diat the msi 
appointed to command the Leander was not 
fitted for the post, sent lieut, Dwyer of tbt 
British navy, to supercede him ; and our capfc 
has dropped into the capacity of mate. Tbt 
lieut. soon grew impatiient of him in this stti 
tion ; for he had not been with us an hour be^ 
fore he discovered that the mate formerly capt 
professed to be a seaman without any knowl^ 
edge of seamanship — You know that true ^it 
ors are not very patient of those who they 
imagine intrude upon their calling. I>wy« 
soon availed himself of a circumstance by 
which he got rid of his mate. Having • given 
orders according to custom in armed vessels^ 
that the crew should be called to quarters i^ 
a particular hour; the mate, at 4 o*clock, tfi« 
appointed time, ordered the drum to beat for 
this purpose. Either from ignorance or contu- 
macy, he had not first observed the punctHitf 
of reporting the hour, and hearing the pleasure 
of the commander of the ship who' was- then 
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hi :lhe cabin* Dwyer on hearitig the signal*, 
aeiced the mate why, he had ordered the drum 
to bekt without notifying the hour to him? 
ifc replied he was calling the men to quarters ; 
but after several interlocutions the commander 
tecxk fire at the insolence of his mein or Ian- 
guagc, and made it a very serious business ; 
callied for his dirk and threatened to hew him 
down if he uttered another word. Col. A. en- 
tCTfed into a warm disc£ission with Dwyer upon 
tWs exercise of power. The latter Jiowever, 
ordered the English ensign hoisted union 
downwards, ias a signal for mutiny. An officer 
\<^as sent from the Seine and the refractory 
mate conveyed on board. You may be sure- 
we were not displeased to find impudence and 
ignorance deservedly punished. 
^October 13M. When will this intolerable 
voyage come to an end ? How long before we 
jhall have paid the forfeiture of our civism ? 
Dur ship is so much crowded, there is scarcely 
room* on deck to manage tiie vessel. Our pro- 
visions consist of some bad flour, which is 
chidly used for making a clammy preparation, 
from its shape called a pudding, which taste- 
less as it is, is swallowed with' avidity, as it 
serves to fill the ** acliing void^' of hungry 
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stomachs; add to this a small supply of i^sse 
beef and damaged bread. Through the in^ 
providence of our ci-dcvant captain, previoiiy 
to sailing, the water is short and what i^ 
have bad ; and the rum worse. In provisktfs 
and rum, the crew are allowanced six to fiafl^ 
that is, the quantity usually given to four is 
divided among six. Water is served out i^ 
less proportion. It is a common thing towar4i 
night to hear fifty persons complaining l»ttef» 
ly of thirst, and wishing io vain^ that tl%c; 
could get a full draught of water, at the pri<^ 
of any thing in their possession. This sb^ 
has never, since the early times of the expedi? 
tion, abounded in conveniences, and by waste^ 
wear and tear, the few it had are extremety re» 
duced in number. 

The sick and wounded that were removed 
on board from the hospitals at Aruba, a fe;it 
days before our departure, are the greatest suf; 
ferers by our want of necessaries and our ba4 
accommodation. We are p^ticularly inter- 
ested for two young men, in the height of vio^s 
lent fever ; for whom we have noicprdials, .nqf 
scarcely medicines* One of them . about . i\iQe* 
teen years of age and y^ry amiable, is a, ^fe,, 
Burnett, who joined the enterprise at New 
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^ork ; and ha$ always kept free from th6 low 
excesses and dissipations that hare marked th« 
^ondai^ of too many of our company ; when 
the opportunities of indulgence were afforded* 
r-Weliad little hope of his recovery, but appear* 
asvces are now more fevourable, 
' A voyage at the best, is a severe trial of tem- 
pers. The monotony of the greatest piart of the 
dfays, the want of incident and occupation, and 
tlie necessity of being always together, djspose 
passengers, who have no stated duty on board, to 
be tired of themselves and each other and to a*- 
-l^olind in spleen. In our circumstances^ the 
ddittwon causes of uneasiness sffe aggravated 
by ^culiar irritations. Hunger and thirst are 
nio promoters of patience and good nature, even 
in philosophers and gentlemen; still less in 
isueh an ignorant and undisciplined mob as^we 
have to manage. Col. Armstrong who comi 
mands the land department, has enough to dd 
l6 keep his people quiet. The great subject 
of tontention and trouble is the eating ^nd 
drinking ; he has issued several orders, making 
Arrangements in this inlpOrtant business — 6w- 
hlfg to thesmallnesB of our cabin, and the great 
mtiAiber of officers on^ board,, the latter ar^ di- 
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vided into three messes, who take possessioa 
#f the table m succession. 

By this distribution, the gompany is better 
assorted than it would be, if the cabin were 
large enough to admit the whole to sit at tEe 
same time. But notwithstanding all the efforts 
of the quarter master general and his assistants, 
there is much discontent and confusion. Hard- 
ly a day passes that does not witness disputes 
and scoldings, which often terminate in arrests 
and confinements. The hungry dogs, whi 
cannot help complaining, wear out the patienci 
of their officer, of which he has indeed but a 
small stock ; and he gives them passionate 
reprimands, or sends them off deck under a 
ahower, of what in any other case would be 
called abuse, with orders not to show tbeni- 
selves there again. Much precaution has been 
used against uncleanliness and disease. The 
Indians, who are naturally inert and if they were 
not molested would be stretched on the deck 
for hours, basking in the sun, are soused over 
head and ears in a tub of water every day by 
way of stimulus and lavement under the eye 
and direction of our infantry adjutant. I do 
not know that any of the crawling tribe havie 
i^yed so far from home as to be found on tfa^ 
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^nner plate of the quarter master general ; 
like the temerarious little beast, whose imper- 
tinent visit awaked the wrath of George the 3d. 
sp irreverently sung and celebrated by that 
^icked^ satirist Peter Pindar. But an appre- 
hension of a similar or worse disaster,! presume 
has led this officer to proclaim war upon all the 
locks and curls of our non commissioned offi- 
cers and privates. The order of the 3d inst. 
directed that their ** hair'' should be *' cut u- 
niformly short all round : i. e. so short that a 
comb will lay between the head and scissars," 
which has accordingly been done ; and- every 
man's head resembles a scrubbing brush. It 
•went much aigainst the feelings of many of them 
to be shaved in this manner, as they valued 
their flowing hair ; but they could get no.'^* 
emption from the indispensable regulation *^^- 
deed the quarter master general thought it-? ^^* 
^^ii^not to behead his redoubtables. Cap<l^ 
e^ ns has just afforded us a supply oi prtfd- 
jif^ ^i our exigencies obliging us to become |% 

^j.^ • ners. Col. Smith has sent some refresh- 
iijj its for the sick ; so that we have fewer wry 

i^ ts. The frigate Seine has had us in tow aU 
a. «t cyery hour auice wc left Aruba ; and as 
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she is a fast sailing ship, wc have the hope ot 
anchoring some where before long. 

Grenada^ October 2lst. After a pass^e of 
twenty five days, we have reached this idand'^ 
where we only stay to take in water and prot^ 
visions, if the low credit of our general and lu« 
expedition do not prevent, and then sail fof 
Trinidad. 

October 22d. We have been more fortuna^ 

in getting supplies than we expected ; thoegh 

we could only procure enough to last us to 

Port of Spain, Trmidad. The Seine sailed 

early this morning for Barbadoes with geenerad 

Miranda and most of his suite on board. Bcu 

fore they left the harbour our ship fired a sa^ 

lote in compliment to capt. Atkins for his kind 

^1 careful attention to us. Our ^a^te wm 

, ' honoured by the Seine* 
selv 

ieut. Dwyer quitted the LfCander the moc 

It she cast anchor, declaring he was ^ev^ 

/* tired of a ship in his life ;'* and np woa* 

^ jTy fi>v his command was a porp^tu^ v^^:ati(m» 

During the passage he had several quarreis 

with the quarter- master general, ^fh% he con- 

•ceived, interfered with his duty. In thq^ csh 

ses Dwyer treated this lordly persoii^g^s wit}i 

very little ceremony, and obliged him to sue- 
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fSBimb not only to his reasonable claims, but I ^ 
t%ink sometimes to his whims and caprices, 
'VVhen Dwyer was not employed in settling his 
own disputes with the col. he was defending 
some of the officers or men from his rudeness 
and violence. Mr. Armstrong's tyranny was e- 
nough in many instances to raise the indigna- 
tion of the most indifferent by-stander. He 
obliged three officers, on very slight provoca- 
tion, to remain upwards of two weeks of our 
last passage, on the ship's forcastle, denying 
tiiem the liberty of walking on the quarter deck 
or^cntering the cabin. Probably a number 
more would have been put under the like sort of 
iotesdict had not the British lieut. used his as- 
f>endancy to prevent such an unauthorized and 
Irregular use of power. As soon as this .offi- 
cer gave up Ris place, the mate mentioned be- 
V forp took the command under the patronage o^> 
his old friend A, and we are now at sea under 
convoy of his majesty's brig Grenada, afford- 
ing the officers and crew of that vessel a pei^ 
jpetxi^ source of diversion by the .ridiculous 
manner in which this lubberly captain mana* . 
^es the ship. 

Col. Kirkland, who has nearly recovered of 

his wounds, and captain Hancock are now at 
T 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



306 

SU Georges (Grenada) waiting for a passage 
in a neutral vessel to Barbadoes. The form, 
er as agent for Miranda, and by his express 
direction chartered the schooner Trimmer ii 
the latter to accompany us in our expeditido. 
Hancock called upon the general the day be- 
fore yesterday to inquire whether he should 
he discharged and paid agreeable to the stipula- 
, tions of the charter party. His excelleiiq 
professed to know nothing about the business; 
and with a rudeness of which he is very ca^* 
ble, refused, both to the agent and owner' Ei- 
ther to discharge the vessel jot pay the Wit 
This induced the parties concerned to follow 
him to Barbadoes, with a view to bring him to 
a settlen[ient, lest (in his mind) some Hn- 
portant .ol>ject should call him suddenly to 
En^and, leaving them in the lurch. ' * 

It should appear that Miranda is cortvitfceJ 
of the death of his schemes ; and that he "^ 
be no longer assisted by admital Co^tttftifc. 
Captain Atkins is I presume instructed to tAt 
bis charge to a place of safety and there fciifrt 
him to himself. 
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m LETTER XXIV. 

Arrival at Trinidad. — Trimmer concern.^-- Re^ 
jc^ptian of Miranda and his follon})ers at 
. Fo^t of Spain. — Straits of the peopU. 

Port of Spain, Trinidad, Oct. 29, 1806. 
, 1UA.US J)EO ! my good friend, my feet are 
p;^ more on land; wc arrived here yester- 
f3^. eyening. On the passage we were in a 
Cf^stant state of apprehension lest some acci- 
dent should befal the ship, from the ignorance 
pf the man who had her in charge. His per- ' 
^acious patron now finds, and acknowledges 
\^^ favourite is no sailor. We were several 
tunes in im,minent danger of losing our masts } 
and nigh falling to leeward of our port. After 
f, heavy squall, in which there was much mb- 
^ana^ment and confusion, the quarter 
B(i^ster general in a fit of passion and distress 
^fpr he was alarmed lest the ship should upset) 
.^eclared that he would ** shoot the first 
or officer, be he whom he might, that did 
perform his duty with promptness and dis- 
patch !'* and that in future he " would carry 
a brace of charged pistols for that express pur- . 
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pose.*' But notwithstanding all this^ aad iiii 
own admission of the inability of his isnrowni^ 
he still continues him in office ; for t&A^i/ reai£ 
son heaven and Aim^r^ only know; for I do 
not believe our blundering capt. is as yet let 
into the secret. 

I, with several others have left the sh^ i and 
sincerely hope, never to put my foot on her 
decks again ; at least, I am resolved not to 
reside on board while she is in port, as n^amf 
other officers are required to da They sar 
fools enough to submit to such an c^rder^ 
though the quarter master general, in the pre* 
sent state of our affiiirs, has no more real au« 
thority over them, than I have over the clouds^ 

Neither the Lily nor any of the vesse)p 
ivhich accompanied us to the Main have aniy. 
ed ; nor have they been heard of. 

Nov. 8/A. One of his Britannick majesty'* 
mail boats arrived last evening from Barba- 
does, on board of which, as passengers, wg^ 
col. Kirkland and capt. Hancock, who mentioli 
that •* Miranda maybe expected to-morrow, ts 
he left Carlisle bay in the English sloop of war 
Melville, the day before the mail boat." ThcSr 
object in going to Barbadoes, as I mentioneil in 
my last, was to effect a settlement of Hanco^l^ 

m 
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"X^ejr arrived at Bridgetown on the morning of 
Saturday, the 2d of November. The Seine, 
Oil board of which was the general, had anchor- 
*A in the harbour the previous evening^ Mi- 
randa's secretary had engaged lodgings <jai shore 
^ the publick house which his excellency had 
oecupied when at Barbadoes, in June last ; but 
hearing that Hancock had arrived, he altered 
|iis plan and sought -shelter and protection in tlie 
s^miral's ship, tihe Northumberland. The at- 
torney general of the colony was consulted by 
the owner and the captain. He gave his opin-^ 
ion that the amount expressed in the charter 
party was recoverable against Miranda and tlie 
agent also, unless the latter could prove that he 
aoted in the transaction by a delegated authori- 
ty, which Miranda had denied ; intending by this 
artifice and evasion to elude payment. Every, 
reasonable measure was attempted to bring 
about an adjustment. The agent requested 
'Miranda's private secretary to interpose ; he 
declined, saying " that the genersd was alreidy 
ao much soured upon this and other affairs 
that he feared to address him on the subject." 
The joint owner with Hancock, Mr. R. T— — 

lapj^ed to admiral CochVane, for liberty to send 
T 2 
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a sherifi's officer on board to seize the bod)^^ 
Don Francisco. This being repugnant to^ 
principles of hospitality, could not be grarit^ 
by the admiral, while Miranda was st guest ^ 
board his ship. It appeared, however, '^t 
the laws of the colony would not permit Ibe J 
service of a writ on the body of any pefs^n 
not on shore. The sheriff was not vested^ ^ 
in the city of London, with the sih^r ooTj-^ 
the magick or real power of which &e is enabfid 
to seize the body of any person on ship board, 
or on the water. The agent wrote several 
letters to gen. M. urging the necessity of mak- 
ing terms with these creditors, that disgrace 
and mischief would follow neglect and inatten- 
tion, that they had a right to civil treatment at 
least ; but to be told, when their vessel had 
been four months in actual service, and obe- 
dient to every command of the general that ^he 
knew nothing of the capt. schooiier or agent" 
was closing the door of amicable adjustment, 
and an extention of time for payment to which 
they had offered to assent. The owners final- 
ly proposed to tru^t for payment to Miranda's 
future success, in his views on the Spanish 
colonies, provided he would formally acknowl- 
edge the validity and amount of their demand; 
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''tjk4lramla, calculating on throwing all the res- 

,ifK>nsibility on his agent, or expecting, as he 

Itfi^ldf to be secure from all legal process at 

,Xrinidad, whither he meant to repair, would 

j^old no communication with any person upon 

;^e subject ; but remained on board the a^ 

miral's ship till the evening previous to his 

^ >4^parture, when he was removed to the Mel- 

^.^ffille sloop of war, in which he is hourly exr? 

ii pected at tfiis port.^ 



• The following affidavit and remarks relate to the stateV 
snent hi the text 

I, John Hancock, of the island of Barbadoes, do sol- 

' omnly swear upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, 

' tliat on, or about the 17th of June last, I contracted with 
George W. Kirkland, an officer in the expedition com- 
manded by general Fran : de Miranda, and acting as agent 
in this business, for the said general, for the employment 
of a schooner, called the Trimmer, according to the terms 
and stipulations contained in the said contract. I further 
declare, that Thomas Sandford, said to be from the Uni- 
ted States of North America, did apply to me for employ- 
ment of the said schooner, at fifty dollars per day— that he 

. did put arms, 8cc. on board the schooner Trimmer, ior 
general Miranda, pursuant to a contract which he (general 
Miranda) made with the said Sandford and Joseph Bush, 
by his agent, George W. Kirkland, as I was then told, and 

L 'luive since learned to be a fact. Some time in the montfat. 
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When Miranda arrived at Port of Spiklhe 
peraons above mentioned proceeded to oiA^ 
justice by legal process. Hancock pet^ioiei 
governor Hislop, who submitted his case 1^7 
tiie judge of the colony, by whose conseai I 



of July l«st, t TrinidAd, or as I now rccoMect and belkn 
•bout tl» 30tbt I called upon general Miranda to folfilibe 
latter part of the saki contract (added under i^ h.b.) obH^* 
ing hhn to give security for the emploTment "bf this ad 
ner before her departure from Trinidad. The said gew^ 
ral refused to give this security, saying, ^ that he did nci 
wgrct to that part of the contract** 1 was also i&foraied 
by his secretaries, Messrs. F)tawilliain and Molini, thattbd 
general (Miranda) acknowleged, or had no objections ta 
any other part of the body of the agreement ; but that faa 
would make no payment^ nor give any security, before tifr 
arrival on the Spanish Maun. I therefore dispensed wiik 
his giving the security ; and was then receiving, and fai^re' 
been ever since receiving and obeying his (general Miran« 
da*8) orders, until the Slst of October through colonel 
Armstrong, his quarter master general, and other officersf 
receiving on board troops and arms, debarking the sam^ 
Sec. Upon the arrival of general Miranda at Grenada, oa 
the 31st of October, having left Aruba on the 26th -of Sep* 
tember, I waited, on him, on board the frigate La Sdoe. 
I asked him ^' what I should do with my schooner Trim* 
mcr, and whether any arrangement for a settlement couki 
be made.*' General Miranda replied, «^ I know nothhig 
about your schooner Trimmer, Mr. Hancock* Yon inm| 
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*i^ftoce$s was ordered. A trial was had on the 
f^aOtb ot January, 1807. It appeared on thb 
*ttial,by the affidavit of Mr. Thomas Sanford, 
fitbat Miranda did in the most explicit mannei^ 
b authorize Kirkland to contract for the scboon^ 



f^ Where you please, apd do what you please wkh yoat 
KChooner. Have you any thing to shew and pixite that I 
citiployed your schooner Trimmer ?** I answered, ** that 
Iliad not his (general Miranda's) obligation but that I had 
tlw hand writing of his agent, which was as good.*' Who 
is that agent ? said general Miranda, ^< col. Kirkland,^ 
Ireplied« Then said general Miranda, « let col. Kirk- 
land ccmie forward and shew what authority he had t« 
fltake such a contract. I know nothing about your schoo« 
ncr Trimmer, and have nothing to do with her.** Some 
•other conversation, to the same import passed between ui|^ 
when I retired. JOHN HANCOCK. 

Sworn to before me thit 27th day of ^loroemberj 1806. 
CHAS. S. MIDOLETON. 

After the captain had met the repulse mentioned in the 
affidavit, the agent who sailed in the Leander, thought it 
necessary to pay his excellency a visit on board the Seine* 
His account of this interview is thus related* ^ Upon sta- 
ting the object of my visit, Miranda observed, < that he bad 
talked enough about that business at Trij^idad^and he wish^ 
cd to say no more about it' I replied, << we shkll be obli- 
ged to talk ihore about it sir and come to a settlement % 
and as I am not wanted on board of the Leander, I wish lor 
permiaaien to go to Barbadoes, for the purpose of makioip 
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exonemted from any further responsibiUiyv 
Sanford testificdt that Miranda had applied to, 
him to charter the schooner, that he requested 
ttd urged him to assist Kirkland, vrbo was hit 



such arraiigciiients, as will exonerate me fram a rcsponsip: 
biKty, undbr which, by mistake, it seems I am vnfortunate- 
I7 holden. Do fou wish sir, that I should be persecuted, 
embarrassed and distressed in consequence of an obliga* 
tios ancurred expressly for your benefit ? Let me appeal tti 
the howNirable sentiments of your heart, whether it would 
be just that I. should suffer for engagements contracted foe 
your expedition and by your order ? < No' said Mirandi^ 
< but if you will go to Barbadoes and attend to contracts and 
commercial affairs, you cannot attend to your military du- 
ty/ After some further conversation, in which the gent* 
ral CTinced if possible, m little regard to the rules of ur- 
banity and good breedmg? as for the principles of common 
honesty,! obtamed leave to go,in such vessel as I could find^ 
and also permission to be accompanied by one or ix>th of 
the oflficers who had been witnesses to the contract) 
with a view to have their testimony^ in proof of my 
agency. On returning 1 notified lieutenant B, of the 
general's permission. lie went on shore prepared to ac^ 
oompaay me ; the next morning he received an order ta 
return on board the Leander. Upon explanation with Arm^ 
strong, then acting as chef (PEtat mqfory I was told that 
soon after the permission above was giveo, he was instructs 
edby Miranda not to suffer lieutenant B. nor any other .pftt^ 
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agent, in completing the contract, and that 
they were authorized to give sixty dollars per 
day, whereas it was engaged at fifty dol- 
lars. In the course of the trial Mr, Fitz- 
^Uliam testified, that, before Hancock sailed, 
he, as secretary of Miranda, assured him that 
his pay would depend on the success of the 
expedition. As Hancock proceeded with the 
charter party in his possession and" a counter- 
part in the hands of the general, which stipu- 
lated that he should have fifty dollars per day 
without any condition annexed, oranyintima- 
fion of such a connexion with the event of the 
enterprize, he alleged that his demand ought 
to be sustained. But the court paying more 
respect to the parole evidence of Fitzwilliam 



son to kave the Lcander but myself. By this scandalous 
iohibttion, he undoubtedly expected to deprive me of the 
evidence which would be necessary to prove that I had act- 
ed under his authority in this business. For the same rea^ 
mm I conclude that he told me I « could not have a passaga 
in the Seine,' thinking to delay or defeat mj arrival at 
Borbadoes. But from what I have learned and experienced 
irfthis man, aside from the effrontery and baseness- with 
which he has violated truth in denying my authorised agen- 
cy in this affair, I am prepared to expect any degree of in- ' 
justice, where he has a motive and can promise himself 
impunity/* 
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. than to the letter of t^ cootract^and refuj^gf^ 
hear other testimcmy which Hancock's qouq- 
ad wished to introduce, decided that the (H^r 
aons concerned must wait for the issue pf %* 
ther attempts on the %anish Main, fen- j>^r 
ment* 

Trinidad^ November^ 26/A, 1806., 
We* have been here upwards of three w^i£^ 
and I believe are generally satisfied that noth- 
ing more will be done. The moment ^ 
Leander arrived, the officers and men who Jom- 
ed Miranda here left the ship and returned to 
Aeir respective homes. Several officers ai^ 
three or four sailors who were exceedin^y ill 
-of fever, lest they should infect the ship, wot 
brought privately on shore. They^ were laid 
without beds or covering on the floor of a 
room^ ill secured against the w'eather,ih an ob- 
scure part of the town, and were destitute of ev- 
ery convenience and comfort except what the 
inhabitants gave in charity or some of their of- 
ficers procured at their own responsibility. It 
was distressing indeed to be sick at this time, 
when on account of the disrepute of the expedi- 
tion, few people thought the lives or comfort of 
Mirandonians worthy of much regard ; apd 
Miranda had neither money nor credit. A 
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Joseph Robtfisoii, who joined the service ' 
af . Barbadoes, fell a viotim to the fever in 
"t^Ni^aya after his arnval;» and also one of the" 
sailors named Hayes. There was considerai 
l>le difiEbttlty in gettingthese men buried, for 
•vmxit of money to buy coffitisv Hayes was- 
thrcrwxi into the earth without one. After much ^ 
^lay and trouble, Robinson was interred in a 
C0ffin and in the usual manner, by means of a 
s\)bscription raised among the officers ; who 
itideed many of them could hardly keep them- 
S^elVes from being objects of the same posthu- 
inous kindness, which they had occasion to 
testow. 

Our reception and treatment in this island 
^tfe natursdly very difi^ent from what we exper- 
icficed^ when we were here before. At that 
time^ notwithstanding the influence of a nume- 
rdtis French and Spanish party, opposed to bur ' 
sbheme, of course, the governor espoused it ; 
knowing that it had received encouragement' 
from higher authorities than himself. The 
government bouse was given tO Miranda for 
his residence; and took tlie name of head 
cjuarters.. The governor and officers, civil 
and military paid him the respect which cor- 
responded to the rank' he claimed. He re- 
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cetved many visits, and his design many good 
wishes and bemadicdons from merchants ai^ 
others, thoi^h after some time, as we dds^^l 
long, there were signs of distrost ; and the pc^ 
ularity of our project was not sufficient to pcnf 
cure any. considerable quantity of ^ipplies or 
number of men without. money. The meam 
which were presented to Miranda, hy the offer 
of merchants aUready mentionedi he tboogfat 
proper to reject* t 

The tables are now changed. We we 
treated with infinite contempt as a . bvdj ; 
though many individuals, who in other circunw 
stances, would be entitled to respect, have 
friends who spare them» It was with difficid* 
ty,when we first arrived, after our abandonmenit 
of the Spanish Main, that the officers could get 
lodgings on shore. We are suspected of pluiiii> 
der ; though the tattered appearance of many 
and the miserable looks of othei^ ought in all 
reason to do away such a suspicion. We us^ 
ed to be distinguished by the sounding names 
of Columbians, Mirandonians — now we arc 
called adventurers, merry andrews, &c. We ait 
laughed at and scoflFed by the very populace in 
the streets. 

At about ten o^clock on the morning'^ of 
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9tfi the Melville sloop of war appeared 
ia the ofimg. A report soon reached town 
that Miranda was on board. A committee, ap« 
pfmited by the merchants^assembled for that pur- 
pose, waited on governor Hislop, requesting him 
to prohibit Minmda's landing. His eiiceUency, 
iii»^ing listened to their representations^ desired 
from tkema written memorial, ugon which he 
premised to ask the <^inion of his council. 
. Soon after the committee had retired, and pre- 
Tioos to the sitting of the council, Miranda's 
chief d'Etat major, presented himself to the go- 
vernor in favour of his nwister. General Hislop 
. observed that he was very awkwardly situated ; 
. that the merchants in a body had called for his 
interference. " The commerce'' said he *' of 
: the island is nearly destroyed — the articles of 
life, for which we are dependent on the Main, 
froia the almost total suspension of intercourse, 
* have increased in many instances from fifty to 
one hundred per cent. Even the Spani^' 
launches have fled from the port this morning, 
with their money instead of goods, as they are 
liable to be punished with death by theii" own 
government, if they are known to have been 
here during Miranda's residence on the island ; " 
lue said ^* he had requested the merchants to 
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make a memorial, wbkh ht ahouM ponene^ 
the council, and ahould be guided kxy thdcdoci- 
aion.''— -Some further private comiensatian 
paaaed between them, when oox^gBOfsnkiss^ 
citw retired. Miranda, hawevec, stokji 
march upon the governor, memorkliaks ;aad 
council. — While the latter were aasembliag, 
this hero of revolutions had landod ndth }m 
suite, and to the aurpsise and probably vexa- 
tion of those who were endeavoring to effect 
his exclusion, presented himself to the gover- 
nor in the council chamber. It is said that 
Miranda had received some intimation of ty$ 
business, which hastened his landing. It is al- 
so reported that the captain of the MelviUe had 
received intelligence of it> and dierefore 4f- 
termined in conformity to bU orders, to put 
him on shore, whatever might be his (ate af- 
terwards. These runuM's are not improb^k, 
as he was rowed to the shore, before the slm 
had con>e within six miles of tiie wharf. 

The governor and council held their seana* 
The result of their deliberations was in «ub- 
stance ; that to interdict the temporary resi- 
dence of Miranda on the island, would be re- 
pugnant to those principles of hospitali^s which 
should possess the brea^ of every Engtidunasu 
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38tit' they assured the memorialists, that no ar- 
libameiit, nav^l or military, should be fitted out 

% that port, under the directions of Miranda, 
ektJept in pursuance of positive orders from the 
^otrrt of St. Janifts. 

*^^ The memorial mentioned above giyes a de- 
ntil of the injuries altegcd to be sustained by 
liie mercantile interests of this island since, ta 
j@te its own words, ** the admission of Miran- 
l|a, the wandering adventurer and his associ. 
ates.'^* It proclaims in pressing language the 
general scarcity of money, the total want of cus- 
tom, the perishing of goods, the embargo of 
%)anish launches, and the increased and still in^ 
«jrcasing price of provisions ; which I am told, 
have risen 100 per cent en some articles and in 
^ greater proportion on others, since the arrival 
of our general. If allthis be true, they have great 

' reason to complain ; and I have no doubt it is ; 
for the merchants, the French and Spanish in 
particuUr, are constantly sending aw^y their 



•The words and his asaociatea were afterwards erased by 
the committee who drafted the memorial, out of respect to 
the feelings of »omc of Mii-anda's officers, whom it would 
have been unjust to b^ame for evils pf which he was the 
cause* 
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money, or hoarding it up. The lauRehes> 
which formerly supplied mules and cattle from 
the Main, have ceased to visit the island ; and 
tfierc appears to be an entire stagnation of ba- 
siness. All this is charged to'*Miranda, and to 
the island having been so long the scat (rf J 
bis operations. The Spanish launches, of whk^ 
I have just spoken,* are licensed boats, tlkit 
trade between the Main and this bland. Not^ 
withstanding the war, both parties have so 
much interest in continuing their commercial 
intercourse, that it is permitted on" certain 
terms. The Spaniards are in need of various 
articles of English merchandize, and the plan-* 
tations of Trinidad cannot exist without regu- 
lar supplies of mules to work their mills and 
fresh provisions for the inhabitants. These 
launches in July last were embargoed about 
three weeks at the request of Miranda, that 
they might not carry information of our pre- 
parations for landing in their country. TWft 
measure occasioned so much inconvenience 
and was so unpopular, that the governor was 
obliged to take it oflF several days before our 
departure. Its continuance was equally unne. 
cessary and oppressive* It was first imposed 
to conceal the knowledge of Miranda's arrivSl 
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jsokd preparations. Bat from the contiguity of 
thi« island to the Spanbh Main, and the facility 
i?»rith which boats might row out of the harbour 
in the night, added to the inveteracy of many 
of the inhabitants against the expedition, the 
^.Qvernor of Caraccas received intelligence of 
our being here on the Ist of July, when we had 
only anchored in the gulf on the 24thof June^ 
When this embargo was raised Miranda had 
the address to take to himself the merit of pro- 
caring, or encouraging the repeal. The mas- 
ters and owners of these launches were assem- 
bled at the government house ; Miranda en-c 
deavoured to inspire them with a belief that he 
interceded with the governor to release their 
boats, and that his views were so honourable, 
that he was willing his countrymen should 
know what he was doing. 

By the request of the governor, our uniforms- 
were immediately thrown aside, and those wha 
could procure them have substituted citizen's 
apparel in their stead. Every military badge 
iff kept out of view ; and those, who could not 
obtain new garments, remained in their shirt 
sleeves until the capes and cuffs we^re alter- 
ed, cut off, or concealed by some colour lest 
offensive to Spanish loyalty, tha» tlie revolu- 
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tiouary yellow and blue* Our general feun^ 
an asylum from danger and fetig^e, not in&dl 
in the government house, as in more auspicibtS^ 
times, but under theroof of a lieutenant BrbH 
ly of the British navy. Here he contintied 
some days, and then retired to a plantation fk^ 
longing to admiral Cochrane twelve or foufte^ 
miles from town, where he is now reposing ^ 
ease after the perplexities and cares of his a? 
bortive attempt at revolution. '^ 

The difficulty of burying our comrades is e- 
nough to shew you the scanty means ortheiiv^ 
aricious disposition of Miranda. When asked 
for money for the relief of the sick or to bury iSig 
dead, he said he had none, and was indebted to his 
friends here for his subsistence. A reply <rfthr 
same tenor has almost invariably been imtde from^ 
the first to all our applications Cor pay, accom- 
panied sometimes with encouragement that it 
should be forth coming soon ; or that he ex* 
pected to he in funds at this or that place. It 
was said that he had a considemUe private 
fund ; but none of his people CQuld expect ta 
receive their wages out of this treasure, which^ 
if he had, he probably kept as a resource in qase 
of extreme exigency. But they might expect 
that he would spare a little to individual ptnii:. 
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jr|r^«fiddt8treMaiK»ig the tmeps, er al lea^ 
.4o fais part in a subacr^tion for tfae relkf af 
JiK>se who/bad A»)een crlppkd &r brolLea dof/n 
SiiAua«ervftcie, 

Whether he luid pecaniaiy i^esouroes w Atft, 
Jit has ma£be iitlle dt&renoe to us, since mc 
hm^ been kft to live as we could — except 
itfi^eety dollars, patid at Barbadoes to t]:u>se ivho 
:nrould acce^ it, and ten at Trinidad. Beyond 
.lliis^ we have always been obliged to suj^ort 
jourselves) saving, wl^n on board dnip, we re« 
.ceivedjQiirpropoction of the stores provided for 
(driie sailors And troops ; and at Aruba we were 
tiot rratricted in tiie use of wild goat flesh, 
litie f<rilowmg WKrmtive comes in place as af« 
Aindiog a specimen of (Our situation and of 
.the managemeot of our louler. 

in May and June last, at Grenada and Barba- 
does, we were told that money would be had 
at Trinidad« When the troops were about 
•embarking for the Main, after having remained 
several weeks at Trinidad, there was pressing 
occasion for this money, for the purpose of 
paying their debts. It was impossible for of- 
fioers and others to be there without contract- 
ing a boarding and lodging bill, and it was d^ 
icult to appear decent and gentlemanly^ with-. 
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Mt etnploying tailoiBrshoemafcers, txirbo^'Mfi 
washers, all of whom would of coarse ^pre^ 
sent themselves to us on the eve of nie- 
parture. Nothing could be more unaccepti^ 
than these visits and cards ofcreditors, to those 
who were destitute of tlie means of paymeift 
It had been confidently expected thi^ saiii^ 
thing would have been afforded by Miranda 
at least enough to defray necessary expenses at 
tii'is place. One ground for this expectationi, 
besides the general encouragement which had 
been given, was the positive assurance '<^ the 
deputy quarter master gei^ral Roorbach, who 
declared in the name of the general, that every 
member of the expedition slK)uld receive l& 
arrearages* He also declared to the most im- 
portant creditor, that his bill should be paid. 
The amount of what was done in coiil{^lkm(^ 
with those promises and pledges was an cSkx 
of Miranda to pay one third of a boarding ac- 
count of about twelve hundred dollars^ — which 
an American resident had against a number of 
commissioned officers. 

This gentleman had shewn himself a gre^ 
friend to Miranda's enterprise, and to his fol- 
lowers in their necessitiesi. The jcrcditor of 
^urse refused to accept so small apart of b& 
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^^(piftnd, so long as no provbioo or even aa« 

bpj^Mimie&t was made for tlie balance. . 

„-,:The oificers,^extremely chagrined at being 

^gm Bleated, met ^d agteed to send in fprm 

^^jr€r?pectful ktter to Miranda, stating their 

^fjj^b^assments ; and their former hopes of 

}aS^s^ ^nbted to answer their demands; and 

re^pesting his exo^ency to assist them to 

4iwharge their debts, as it was impossible they 

QQuld leave . the island honorably whilst their 

lifeei0ufit$i remained unpaid. This letter was 

handed jto the general by an officer in behalf 

qf .$he siubscxibers. His excellency gave ja 

\erbai answer in the following words ; **That 

y^ the officers could not quit the island without 

pifiying their debts» they must remain there ;— 

X^aii they had no right to contract such oblige- 

tions abd expect him to discharge them ; and 

that he could easily dispense with those 

who could not accompany him on account 

of their debts," Several officers signing the 

letter, not very well satisfied with his answer, 

took the liberty of waiting on his excellency 

atiead quarters ; but they received no better 

treatment on personal application than had 

be^ obtained by letter. Upon the failure of 

9^1 attempts. tQ get pay, ope of these officers^ a 
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wi|[MiH imposed to nskgit los- cownifMmfd 
w he imuldi m«ch father 8ta^ u tiie jslMidi tefl^ 
gpwmj m debt. 

In thus repelKsg the requests ofMs <^feaS)i 
M* seesEis to hwe forgotten that diey wcm i^ 
uhurly on shore to execute duties in obodkttMi. 
tohborders; andhereai«mberedtofoif>et^tfafll' 
he had promised their expenses sbouUl'be f^iUk. 
The next day after the applioattoA^ fate dfered> 
to ppy onetbirdof thetrdebtSiftsl»» been^tatedi 
observing <^ that by the Spanish laws irtdch^ 
govern this isdand no soldier is obl^fsd to pay 
more than that proportion, and that is enough. "^ 
But though his excdlency had the day b^^ 
said he could dispense with those who were tod^ 
scrupulous tooccon^ny him,he did notchoQSt 
tet permit any examples, of this scrupukosi^ 
lest it, might prove contagicms. To settle thsi!E^, 
doubts-and at the same time to secure their s^^ 

vices,he,hitupontbefollowingexpedienttocomH; 
pel all the officers who came w ith him to Port of: 
Spain to leave it at the general embarkaticMi. 
He procured the ibliowing letter to be sent 
from the governor to the officer who had re- 
quested permission to resign. ^ 
Go^ernmfint Nqus^^ July 23i/, 1806. 
** Sir,~*I am directed by ^i$ exce^ency the 
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^g^yitf^fmifito mferm youy that as jidu eame here 

i9#i^ genersd Musanda^ engaged with him oa. 

tlie service he meditates ; and as you, or any 

otifcuer individual have no permis^on to reside 

iK^pir; \it'mlMp$siiweiH(40r that you immedi-^ 

alMly embark^n boards vessel which brought 

yl^u here. The officers of police have direc- 

tkmsto enforce thi« order rigidfy. 

" I am sir^ 

you most obeSent, 

humble servant, 
(Signed) THO. WALKER, 

Jet. Sec^ry.^^ 
You observe that Ae pnnoiplc of thiis prohi- 
bition extended to all who came here with Mi- 
randa ; and if any other had proposed to re- 
sign, he would probably have been greeted 
with the same letter. As a proof of this, the 
provost marshall of the colony, was ordered by 
the governor to wait on the commandant of the 
N. A. infantry, and request him to see all his 
men and officers on board ship previous to our 
sailing. By this cunning expedient our chief 
saved himself from the necessity of helping his 
officers to pay their debts ; and at the same time 
put it out of their power to leave his service. 

It is not probable that manv would have been 
W 
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disposed to do so at that time, when It We a 
promising appearance. Governor ffisJop 
would not have troubled himself to issue sudif 
an order but at the instigation of Miranda ; nor 
'then if the real design had been explained. Itfe 
certain the governor was made to believe, ttet tJic 
oflScers had been guilty of some misbehaviour. 
I am led to this opinion by the knowledge, 
that the laws of this island require every per^ 
son to pay his debts, or give security for the 
same on leaving the place ; also from the con- 
sideration that on our return, though many are 
in a state of starvation, and American vessels 
are willing to take them away, no one is per- 
mitted to depart without conforming to this 
legal usage. 

LETTER XXV. 

Disposition of the British commanders. — Hts^ 
sion to England. — Process against Leander.—^ 
Dispersion of officers and men. — Fate of the 
prisoners. — Intercepled letters. — Intelligence 
from de Rouvray. — Characters. 

Port of Spain, Trinidad, Nov. 30, 1806. 
IT is now well ascertained that the Brit- 
ish commanders in the West Ipdies will give 
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»o more aid to Miranda without advices and 
i^rders fr«m government at home. What ad- 
i9|iiral Cochrane has done hitherto is said to 
lji^>ce Ipeen passed over if not approved. His 
fricTids here were alarmed lest it should expose' 
I^im to censure. But ,the purity of his inten- 
ti(;^;is bping unquestionable, it was probably 
e9i:isidered that his* general authority to molest 
and destroy the enemy of his Britannick ma- 
jesty, might justify the partial encouragement, 
which he gave to our design. Also, the sense 
of the British government was expressed at 
the time they had received news that we had 
obtained a footing on the Spanish Main and 
were expected to do great things. Since the 
chieftain has appeared a castle buildef-, with- 
out system or efficiency, without foresight or 
promptitude, the admiral is beyond a doubt 
heartily sick of being associated with his plans. 
He would be glad to forget the past and never 
hear the name of the revolutionist again. Very 
far will he be from any further engagements 
in this business. He thinks himself fortunate 
in not being saddled with the expense of it and 
ii^e to fear for his command. He perhaps is 
* sensible that he had occasion for his well earn- 
!id credit with his government and his respect- 
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able mme to screen hha from nnptnwwt^aw 
mad versions or proceedhigs of adiwipiftfyaltioiu 
One circumstance, amidst others, gave ^^ 
just dissatisfaction and miglit have cai;»ed)^ 
trouble. When we left Trimdad, it was^ay- 
posed we should not, an choosing J&e placrftr 
landing, pass the limits of lus crui^og growi^ 
But Miranda for certain reascms shaped Im 
course for Coto, which 'cairied him into, 4he 
limits of admiral Dacres' station. It VfS^ 
through the good understanding 01% tiiat«a;- 
isted between these admirals, that this trcsj0j» 
of the squadron under the direction of oor 
leader did not occasion difficulty and ccmj^ 
Miranda, calculating on the supposed j^l^ 
ciples of the present administration, or ceicghbUP^ 
aged by specifick information, has diapalQhfd 
an ambassadw to the ccMirtof St James. J4^ 
are asking themselves whether it is adarisfil^ 
to cling to the wreck of the expeditiim till^ljl^ 
result is known. It is hoped the minis^t^ w^ 
have as much success in recommkendmghin;^^ 
at this court, by good ^nse and digni^ m ^ 
rious negotiation as he has had by iiattery mi^ 
compliance at our head quarters. ** Brutiis Jp 
an honourable man**--He is neMier more j9^ 
less than he told a lady he visas atG<»rO| 'WJ^jp^ 
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tjoii^if he was not formerly from St. Soitiih- 
gcv— **I am madam^Ga^ton count de Rbuvr ay !*' 
February 2^th. I am near the end of my 
'cvehtfttl story. Soon after the lieander arriV- 
^ here die saHxn-s went in a body to the house 
of the governor and i'epfesented to him that 
ifeey were hungry an^ naked and wished his 
interference to enable them to obtain thfelr wa- 
^es» The ship had no stores and they no em* 
*ployment. They would be satisfied, they de- 
cliured, if they could receive such a portion of 
^tfieir dues as would be sufficient to help thiem 
back to their own cotiritry • Up6ii being inform- ' 
ed that they Yrtresailprs and not soldiers he as- 
sured them he would attend to their irituatlon and 
sec it redressed. They waited for some time 
and endeavoured to settfe their accounts with 
Miranda, and the ship*s agent. At length they 
applied agam to the governor, who directed 
metti to put tfieir grievances into the foritt 
of a petition. A statement was made of theif 
^nation and signed by thirty three^ the whole 
number thatremaihed of two hundred and sks:- 
<y shipped fV6m America. The others had disap- 
^Jrt*ed by capture, desertion, impressment, im- 
j^risonment anid death. This petition expressed 
KiKrtthey had tfeen shipped aboard the Leander at 
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New. York, as seamen for a voyage to kceptk^ 
iDtcl or other ports in St. Domingo, and baclt,' 
vrcrc taken with her from port to port and made^ 
to perform various services by sea and land, fod 
which they considered she was answerable. Bf 
consent of the governor their petition was refers 
red to the judge of admiralty, legal plficess was 
had and a libel issued according to law. By 
.the management of Miranda, the course of jus-* 
tice was arrested and no provision made for tfa0 
suffering men* He pretended to consi(]br the 
measures for a process as highly iraprc^r; 
As however it was insisted that the men liad 
a remedy in the ship, be stayed the proce^ 
by declaring to the governor upon his honors 
that he expected remittances by the next packet 
from England. This delusive pledge was repea^' 
ted from month to month and answered the pur- 
pose of protracting or defeating a legal deciskm^ 
in the mean time various arts and pretaitflf 
were employed to reduce the number of clai<* 
mants to the ship. Some had obtained per« 
mission to g9 on shore^For work. Their avaji^ 
ing themselves of this permission was ajOl^ 
wards pretended by Miranda to be a forfeiture 
of their claim to wages. Thus if they remain^ 
ed on board, they run the faasiiurd'of starvMioii^ 
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if on shore, even with per mission, they wer^^^ . 
ta be depriveci of their interest in the shi||^Ht 
Oroundless charges of insubordina^ii^ wei^W^^ 
brought against others, who at the instance of 
Miranda were either confined, or pressed on 
board British ships of Wat. Those officers 
who int^osed in behalf of thes6 unfortunate 
men, and endeavo^ured to procure them jus- 
tice, were represented as promoters of discon- 
tent and insubordination. Individuals of tliesc 
oflScers, involved themselves in pecuniary 
straits, to save %;hem from distress. The 
general was not content with his attempts to- 
defeat their exertions for tlie relief of his own 
popple, but endeavoured by false colouring ; 
calling their justice and humanity disobedience 
apd misrule, to produce misunderstanding, 
collision and embarrassment between those 
gentlemen and the government here. The 
^neral is in the habit of making every thing 
hend to his purposes. What was the life, 
health and property of these people weighed 
gainst his desire to say© his ship as long as pos- 
jsible ? During the time, he has been greeted 
with many and. various applications from his fol- 
lowers, resulting from their wants and uncertain 
situation; some of them be has answeredby com- 
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vianding sitefic^. and acquiescence tcmwft 
their general, others by dismissal frosti sei^irice 
as it b called* The letters* ini the notes wiR 
nSord a specimen cS these proceedings^ -fSt 



•(COPY) , w 

Porf of Sfudn^ ^tov. T 6/^ 1 80 J, 
Your Excellency, 
I hope will not look upon me as importunate when I 
return to request you will have the goodness to pay nm 
from the date of my commission up to the present mo&tbb 
You promised when I was here before I should haFe my 
pay : I only received ten dollars. I am heartily sorry ta 
be thi|§ troublesome ; being under the greatest obligatioii 
to. strangers for my subsisten^and am in want of clothes 
and other necessaries. 1 trust y^ur excdl^icy wiU do ttUt 
this fovor. I have the honor to remain 

Your excellency's 
* very tamnble servant, 

(Signed) JOHN ORFORD, 

Lieut. Engintof, 
T^ his excdlhicy, general >fi&Aiv»A, 
commander in chief Columbian Afmy 



■ l 



(Cciry.) 

Port of Sfimny Aov. 29 tA, 1806k 
Your Excellency, 

My letter I wrote you dated the 19th inst. to my in- 
finite regret and astonishment, not having as yet received 
any answer, I am again induced to trouble yor ; tlih»lrfng 
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^itllt^r of the letters aocomps^ii^ Miranda 
^jDftu England and has ^cheerfully taken aU 
iG]akaiic^.af4»6 ienterprbe^ not aliemated^jby so 
petslano^ of grpfts ill tses^m&i^. The dficef^ 
for a time se^toed to think it necessary to ap> 
ply for leave to rekase t&emselves from thei^ 
eg|Pgen^i||IS9 doubting wjfiether they had ser 
cA ^^two caiK^^gtts." The quarter master 
general, howe^r^ dispensed with ^is cer«mo« 



k might, through hurry of busiftesd, have escaped your 
iittention. My wants are now so many and so powerful 
that I am obliged, through necessity, to be thus ]|||K>rtu- 
nate. How can any re^ribible person expect that an of- 
ficer who has been so Ww^in your service without receiv- 
ing pay and who has no resources at command, can possi- 
bly live, or make any appearance as a gentleman f I there- 
fore request an immed^e answer to this. Unless I get it^ 
I shall apply to his excellency, governor Hislop^ and state 
to Mm my case, requesting his assistance. I have now 
written you the sentiments of my mind in plain language 
that I might be fulfy litnderstood and also that you may be 
enabled to draw yoA conduekm^romlt. J have the hon- 
our to be ¥our<e«ceU||K^'^ 

most ob't humble servant, 
(Signed) JOHN ORFORD, 

IJeui, Mr^eeru 
'^o his excellency general Miranda,^ 
* commviderinchief <k>lumbian Army. S 
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ny and dqMurted in the Hawk' sloop of war fb» 
Dominica, from thence to London. He ab<-* 
sented himself without giving notice or obtain- 
ing leave, an abruptness, if not disobedieneev 
which the general thought very improper, 
his example, however, of an officer so hokt 
s person, induced us to believe; tha|^£ 
were no longer under any comnnmd, and n^^ 
go our several ways without waiting far Ac 
formality of ai proclamavon of disbandment and 
dismissal. Miranda is somewhat enrage laX 
the quarter master general, and calls k de^r* 
tion. Some have taken the trouble to write a 



(COPY) 

i'ort ofS/iaifh Dec. 2d. 1B05. 
Sir, 

By order of general Miranda I have to inform yon 
that he received your*s of the 29th ult. The purport of 
which he conceives to be highly improper and contrary to 
every military principle, that in duty to himself and 11^ the 
good of the service, he thinks it propeifthat you should im- 
mediately be dismissed fromitt and you are hereby dismiss- 
ed from it and no longer to be considered as, an officer qft^ 
der his command* . I api> sir^ , *. ,. 

Your*s, r. 

(Signed) WM. ARMSTROJ^ ./... 

Mr« John Orfoao. quarter maHenjifen^tjs 

I by Google 



239 

letter of resignation ; others have quitted in 
silence. Many of them were too poor to re- 
main, and not rich enough to go away ; as the 
laws of the island beforementioned requiring 
security for debts due from persons intending 
to depart, were rigidly put in force. 
^Bhough report has frequently told us that 
mH^ of our comrades captured in the schoo- 
ners were executed, it was not authentically 
kfiown except to Miranda, and a few confiden* 
tial officers, till we returned to Barbadoeft 
and Trinidad.* It is now ascertained that ten 



Uriel 



* The following are •^letters mentioned in mine of 
September 21st, 1806, as having been intercepted by the 
Osprey sloop of war. They were forwarded to Miranda 
at Aruba. From the same source he learned the fate of 
our captured comrades ; but from motives of prudence 
concealed the intelligence from the troops at that time. 
Afe these letters show the state of the country when we 
hmded at Coro, they a^ worthy of publication. 

First Utter. Jugusty 16, 1808^ 

-- " Miranda has made himself master of Coro, the gar- 
rison of which, consisting of two hundred fuiileers, retreat- 
ed without opposing him. If the English support him, he 
will give us more trouble than is generally supposed. It is 
not tliat there is any want of numbers well affected to op- 
pose him) but the country is entirely disarmed, andof vbat 
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of them were hanged and beheaded on the 3)^ 
of last July, and the remainder placed in diiori 
ent casemates and at laborious servitude in 0^ 



use 18 inclinatioa without arms, to which we may aild tbt 
total want of money, for we hare not a real wthetreaauiy 

Second letter. ^^ 

^ It is now said that when the news of Miranda's c^cpe* 
ditiou got to Spain and of his being at Jacquemel, orders 
were given to fit out four ships of the Tine at Cadiz to bring 
oQt troops for our de^ce ; but I give no cre^ to this 
news. Spain in Europe is even worse than Spain in Amer- 
ica, thty have neither money, provisions nor soldiers, aU is 
a labyrinth of miseries. We never see a vessel from home, 
nO| not even a little one." 

TMrd letter.' 
^ The captiun general with a numerous retinue of custom 
house ojJUem^ priests^ surgeons^ barbers^ afiothecaries^^^nd all 
the armed force of every description marched on t^ 12th 
to form a camp at Valencia, or San Carlos, whence rein- 
forcements can be sent to any place attacked. They carry 
with them above two thousand mules laden with provisions, 
ammunition and stores of every description requisite for an 
army in the field. Affliction, solitude, want of money, "" 
and every sort of misery reigns in this city. The army 
have left behind them their dearest connections— not a face 
is to be seen that is not the picture of extreme grief- 
fields without labourers — shops without workmen — parish- 
es without money— and fathers without sons form a me- 
lancholy scene which is only interrupted by the lamenta- 
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XBf^^ Porto-Rico and Boccsi Chica. I give 
ygu the n^mes of the captives* Those without 
aay place annexed were from the city and 
state of New- York. 



tions of the women, bewailing the fate'^f their friends and 
rel^ions, whom th^ey never expect to return." 
HP Fourth letter^ 

*' That damned fellow, Miranda, of whose peregrina- 
tions and detestable designs you give me a 'detail> will set 
us all road, and leave us, by the expence he puts us to, 
"without a six pence to bless us. He has positively arrived 
at La Vela de Coro and taken post, the gamson having re- 
tired at his approach without making 'any opposition. — We 
have a numerous population it is true, but the country has 
been long disarmed for political reasons. Indeed the truth 
is we can only confide in the Queen's regiment now reduc- 
ed to one hundred and eighty men, whkh, with the invalid 
xnilitia remains for the protection of the country and capi- 
tal under the command of Pasquin Martinou. Such is the 
situation Miranda has placed us in.— God grant us a happy 
riddance of him." 

Fifth letter* 
" According to our general's account, he will have an 
army of nearly ten thousand. But this multitude being 
militia who have never seen a shot fired, will but occasion 
confusion and dismay Even the regiment of Caraccas has 
not an officer of tried valour, they are a corps of muscadins 
wlio think of nothing but well cut clothes and fine feathers. 
This is not the Spanish infantry in the times of Carlos the 
iirst and Philip the second.*' 

X 
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These arc the names of those who were ex- 
ecuted. Daniel Kemper, Francis Farqubarson, 
Thomas Billopp, Charles Jcdmson, James 
Gardner^ Miles L. Hall, John Ferris, Thomas 
Donahue, Philadelplua ; Gustavus A. Burgudd, 
Poland ) Paulo Theodore George, Portugal. 
T^ Those who follow were sentenced to ten 
years labor at Omoa. John Edsell, Henry 
IngersoU, Massachusetts; John Hayes^ P^o 
Naulty, Ireland ; Daniel Mc Kay, do. ; Joha 
M. Elliott, John T. O, SuUivan, David Hec- 
kle, John Moore, John H. Sherman, Benitt B^ 
Neguss, Philadelphia; Thomas Gill, Robert 
Saunders, Jeremiah Powell.* 

These are destined for Porto Rico and sen- 



* Major Powell has been releaatd through the agency of 
his father, who visited the court of Spain, thence to £ng« 
land, being unable to obtain the object of his wishes. At 
London, he procured a letter from the cel^rated and hu« 
mane Br. Jenner, which gained him access to the Spainah 
monarch, who immediatdy ordered his liberation. Messrs* 
Lippencott, Sherman, Smith and 0« Sullivan have made - 
their escape. Burk, Burlingham and Scott here died. 
The prisoners were not removed to their respective sta- 
tions except those destined to Docca Chica. The others 
are unprisoned at Cartbagena, where Bocca Chica is situ- 
ated. 
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tenced to hard labour for the same term of 
years. John Parsells, William W. Lippincott, 
Supercargo, Philadelphia ; Joseph Bennett, 
J&mes Grant, Mathew Buchannan, Stephen 
BurtiSjPhineas Raymond, Connecticut ; Moses 
Smith, Alexander Bucchannan, David Win- 
ton, Frederic Riggus, John Burk, Edmund 
Burlingham, John Scott. 

The others were sentenced to eight years 
labour at Bocca Chica. Pompey Grant, Wil- 
liam Pride, Robert Rains, Benjamin Nicholson, 
Benjamin Davis, Samuel Price, Henry Sper* 
' ry, George Ferguson, Robert Stevenson, Wil- 
liam Long, Joseph L. Heckle, EUery King, 
Con. William Cartwright, Philad: William 
Bumsides, Ireland, Hugh Smith, Scotland^ 
Daniel Newbuiy, Con. Samuel Towzer, Phi- 
lad. James Hyatt, Philad* Abraham Head, 
Philad. 

One seaman, named Spalding, was drowned 
at the boarding of the schooner by the guarda 
costas. Huddle, master of the Bee, was kill- 
ed in the early part of the engagement, Mr. 
Daniel R. Durning fell a victim to his hard 
fate by sickness in confinement. 

The is3Uc upon the prosecution of the Le- 
ander is still protracted. The general has 
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had the address to persuade the governor and 
judge that the first advices from England 
would bring orders for furnishing him with 
means to discharge the demand. Several 
packets have arrived , but no confirmaticm of 
these assurances has appeared.* 

Letters have been received from the gener^ 
al's ambassador, Count de Rouvray, announc- 
ing his introduction to the British ministry , 
and what he considered a favorable recejrfion* 
But all that was done {<xr him; as might ration- 
ally have been expected, was comprised i& 
good wishes and good manners. From tbt 
best information we could obtain they had ni 
idea of extending their hands to lift the gexiefal 
and his associates from the dust. 

Your curiosity may ask, for some^ket^ of 
the persons and characters concerned in our en^ 



♦ The ship was finally sold, with her armament, in the 
early part of autumn, 1807, and probably for half the suili 
that she would have produced at the time the sailors rai^e 
their first application. Partial payments were ma(te to tb& 
few who adhered to the ship. What amount of the pro- 
ceeds Miranda reserved to himself, or whether any pay- 
ments were made to the Leander concern, or to the gentle- 
men who furnished arms and provisions at Barbadoes and 
**^"* -^d, I have not ascertained. . . ' 
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ta*prise. Many of them had seen military ser- 
vice before they were connected with Miran# 
da. Armstrong, Roorbach and Kirkland were 
the principal persons in this class. The two 
*H)rmer had been officiers in the British army 
during the late war between Great Britain and 
the United States and are now half pay cap- 
tains. 

Armstrong had no inconsiderable military 
knowledge. He had method, industry and vi- 
gilance and it is to be presumed courage. He 
vms well acquainted with the duties of his par- 
ticular office, having served some time in the 
British army in that line. With less obsequi- 
ousness to his superiors and less supercilious- 
ness and tyranny in his treatment of those in his 
power, he would have been more serviceable to 
the enterprise and had more friends. Roor. 
bach was educated at one of the universities 
and is a gentleman in his manners. The com- 
mencement of the American revolution found 
him in the practice of physick. He however 
thou^t proper to sheathe the lancet and draw 
the sword, and served in the English army 
without blemish till the peace when he mar- 
ried and settled in New York. He was an en- 
thusiast for the cause in which we were engage 
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ed. By his gentlemanly deportment and his 
amiable qualities he secured many friends and 
preserved a good understanding with all the 
oflBcers* 

Kirkland commandeda regiment in the state of 
New York asearly as 1795. He was in the regular 
army of the United States in 1796 and was ap- 
pointed inspector of brigade in general Hamil- 
ton's staff. He is known to have been remark- 
ed by military men of the first rank in the Unit- 
ed States, for qualities and acquirements to 
make an officer of more than commcm merit 
Our chief said ^^ he had an understanding to plan 
and skill toexecute. ' ' His humanity secured him 
the affecticMis of his men, while his not^ 
authority in command insured their prompt 
obedience. His deportment and address Wend- 
ed the air of the soldier with the ease of the 
gentleman. Upon the whole, I should say he 
was a cavalier worthy of a better cause and 
better fortunes than he has found in Miranda^s 
adventure. 

W. Steuben Smith, Miranda's aid dc camp, 
is a yoiing nian of promise, and inherits the 
military spirit and generosity of his father. Had 
we succeeded, I am persuaded he would have 
done much honour to himself and his family^ 
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Chevalier de Belhay had been in the English 
and Austrian service, and was held in much 
regard as an officer. 

For the most part those gentlemen who join- 
ed Miranda at New York were of respectable 
families and some of them liberally educated. 
Hosack, Sands, Loudon, Burnett, Scofieldand 
others are included in this class, v 

The sailors and troops with a few exceptions 
possessed a strength of nerve and hardihood of 
disposition suited to the perilous and doubtful 
nature of the enterprise. 

Out of the number of the^ gentlemen who 
became our associates in the West Indies were 
-a few of birth and respectability who had been 
in active and regular service either in the ar- 
mies of England, France or Spain. Among 
the^ candidates for fortune and renown were 
several young men who would have shone, if 
^ they had enjoyed the opportunities of perform- 
ing those exploits which it was then expected 
the nature of the expedition would afford. 

It has been my study and desire, in the pre- 
ceding communication, to relate truths which 
cannot be denied and are proper to be told. 
In a few days I hope to quit this island, for 
piy native coimtry ; but the distance qf my 
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port of destinaftion from your residence^ tnll 
deprive me of the pleasure of seeii^ yoa ua- 
less accident should bring us together. In 
due time aftor my arrival in the United States 
I shall transmit you my reflections upon this 
story, and such intelligence as I may receive. 



LETTER XXVI. 

Result upon the means j conduct and object of the 
expedition. — An apology for its agents. 

United States^ July Ist^ 1808. 

AFTER a long interval I proceed to- wind 
up my correspondence. My disgust has made 
me willing to dismiss the subject from my 
thoughts. The general's envoy extraordinary . 
returned last autumn from England after an 
unsuccessful embassy. Miranda sailed in the 
frigate Alexandria for London in December* 
His enthusiasm, after all the dampers it has^re- 
ceived, was not extinguished. He said that be 
expected to be in Caraccas in the following 
summer. 
I have detailed the progress and tenfti- 
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nation of Miranda's adventure. It remains 
only to make a result upon the object, the 
means and the conduct of the expedition ; the 
circumstances which determined its fate, and 
the estimate to be made of fhe actprs in the 
tragical affair. I shall repeat and add a few 
facts, illustrating my observations. 

The object was to make the province of 
Caraccas and in due time all Spanish America 
independent. Of this region it was remarked, 
•* Nature scarcely ever did more for any coun- 
try, man scarcely ever did less.^* Imagination 
saw fifteen millions of people, released froni 
colonial dependence and the system of nK)nop« 
ly and restriction it involved ; enjoying a free 
government ; elevated from their depressed 
condition ; commanding the ample and inex- 
haustible resources derived from Providence ; 
made happy in themselves and connected with 
the civiUzed world by direct and extensive 
commerce* A splendid empire is foimded* 
A new character is produced in the present in. 
habitants, and the means of their indefinite 
increase and greatness prepared. The trade of 
these fertile regions is no more *f dragged 
through the store houses and magazines of the 
Havanah and Spain ; but finds new channels and 
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new customers. The flags of every nation arc 
seen flying in the harbours. The vessels of the 
United States, instead of plying asmuggling and 
contraband trade, lade and unlade their cargoes 
in the face of day and under the eye of the gov- 
ernment. The contest between plunder and 
subterfuge no longer exists* The dragon is 
forever put to sleep and the golden fruit of the 
Hesperides is within the reach of every visi- 
tant.'' Such it was thought and said might be 
the consequences of our enterprise. Then in- 
deed should Miranda be another Washington, 
and we should mingle our glory with that of 
our Washington. 

This regeneration of the new world must 
ii^deed be effected by resistance to established 
authorities and by revolution. But such was 
the imagined state of things, such the suppos- 
ed agreement in the opinions and wishes of the 
natives that the resistance was not expected to 
be long or bloody; and the revolution we were 
ready to believe would soon be over and give 
place to a well balanced government. To what 
extremities Miranda intended to go, if he had 
the power, m forcing his views upon tiie peo- 
ple is uncertain. From the event, it seems as"^ 
though his purpose was merely to land on tl^ 
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shores of Caraccas, to erect there the standafrd 
of liberty, and invite the inhabitants to enlist 
under his banners, and if they res^ortcd to him, 
put arms into their hands for the defence of ^ 
freedom. He would not in the proper sense 
conquer his fellow countrymen into liberty. If 
the people appeared fevourable he was to stigike; 
if not, to leave tiicm to wear their chains. The 
morality of his object he always strenuously 
maintained. He professed to believe it approv- 
ed by the principal statesmen and best patri- 
ots of this country. He would think Mr. Em- 
met's eloquent vindication of him and his de- 
sign in the trial of colonel Smith nothing more 
than just. ** Against, general Miranda and the 
object of his expedition I have heard and read 
some malignant calumnies, which only could 
have originated with mean nnd mercenary be- 
ings, who never yet sacrificed a selfish feeling 
to a publick principle ; whose hearts never 
sympathised with the sufferings of a slave ; nor 
swelled with the mighty hope of delivering a 
nation. The district attorney, in his opening 
^dress to you, did not permit himself to 
adopt those calumnies in their entire extent — 
he is incapable of doing so, for his sentiments 
are liberal, and his manners mild. Sufficient 
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hoivcvcr» fdl from bim, to give to them somt^ 
what of colour and countenance and to. tsU^ 
yoar passioift and prejudices against geoenU, 
Miranda and all concerned in his expeditioiu 
In particular, I remember he termed Miranda 
a fugitive on tlie face of the earth, and chara(w 
terised the object of the expedition, as some* 
thing ^ audacious, novel and dangerous.' It 
has •ficn struck me, gentlemen, as matter <3i 
curious observation, how speedily new iiattQn% 
like new made nobility, and emperors, acquire 
the cant and jargon of their stations. Lict m^ 
exemplify this observation, by remarking, that 
here within the United States, which scarcely 
thirty years ago were colonies engaged in a 
bloody struggle, for the purpose of shaking off 
their dependence on the parent state, the at* 
tempt to free a colony from the oppressive yoke, 
of its mother country, is called * audacious, 
novel and dangerous.' It .is true, general 
Miranda^s attempt is daring, and if you will, 
audacious — but wherefore is it novel and dan* 
gerous ? Because he, a private individual, un*, 
aided by the publick succour of any state, at- 
tempts to liberate South America? Thrasy* 
bulus ! expeller of the thirty tyrants ! restorer 
of the Athenian freedom ! wherefore are ym 
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s&med with honour m Ae records of history ? 

Because, whHe a fugitive and an exile, you coU 

lected together a band of brave* adventurers 

whd confided in your integrity and talents—^ 

^cause, without the acknowledged assistance 

of any state or nation, with no commission but 

what you derived from patriotism, liberty jifrf 

|ustice, you marched with your chosen friends, 

«k1 overthrew the tyranny of Sparta, in thd 

iand that gave you birth.-r— Nor are Argos and 

Thebes censured for having affiH*ded you ce^ 

fuge, countenance and protection. Nor is Is-^ 

nenks, then at the l^ad of the Theban gov-^ 

ernment, accused of having departed from the 

duties of his station, because he obeyed the 

linpulse of benevolence and compassion to* 

w^rds an oppressed people and gave the private 

assistance which he could not publickly a- 

vow/' 

Wh^her huinan nature or the people of 
Aat country are so interested in the success of 
the project of emancipation as we republicans 
ate apt to imagine seems to me to admit a 
question. I reflect tteit amidst all their alleg- 
ed grkvane«, they have great wcj^th and pros- 
perity ; and whatever they suffei', they have in 
|p»ieri&. no pain£:om the consciousness of op« 

" Digitized by LjOOQIC 



2B4 

frt%%\on. If they were even in a w4Hse fi^ 
thanthey are, their libtloss character would malis^ 
them little exi liable by doctrines of liberty^ ,r 
Having obtained the power tp dicldte t^ 
form of civil polity, Miranda propose to ja3f;|t 
with reference to republican d»eories. Tb^if 
must indeed intheoutsctbeadictator^wlu^sbf^ 
see that the ^* commonwc altb sustained no d^ 
triment. '* Their ddtverer by . right of 9cr vicei 
and offeree is this dtetator. He bisue&ia,(|^ 
cree for the election of a council of twelve pffy 
sonSy con^i^ting of six whites^ four free pep^ 
of colour and two free blacks, which^ with its 
president, is the supreme authority of Sojajp 
Americai till further determined* At a Vffif- 
er time a constitutiMi was to be subnu^ijexl. ip 
the people, resembling in its gmeral fpntut^ 
that of the United States* The right jc^ s\|f 
frage was to be confined to hi >lda:s of l^p^* 
The government being of^a^^ia&ed, many j^^^ 
cellent things were to be done fmd all abu$iqi 
corrected, as far as human wisdom could gf* 
The church should have pr<Hection, but suta^ 
xnit to be divested of its secular pawcn . Rt^- 
Illations should be adopted to remedy im^b^- 
ity of property and vassalage. Thp evil^^Qf 
slavery were to be miti4j;ated» The j|ul^U^ 
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BfUfdens wiere to be equalized. Otir leader ha4 
lit'any pleasing visions of good, which he hoped 
to realize in the newrepublick, which he shoukl 
e^it^bll^h. Among the good deeds in his con- 
tennr^^tion, was the munificent reward of hw. 
l&tt<^Wers according to their merit. There 
vtluld be no want of treaimrcs for this purpose 
lii^^he Ophir he would possess. 
* ^ Be tlie end ever so much entitled to com> 
^iendatio*! yeu ask where arc the means ? 
>Wiat powers and resources, had Miranda cor^ 
^i*fep6nding to his design ? In the first place he 
^toeeeded on the supposition of a spirit of re- 
*V61it being re^dy ta burst out in the country. 
'The conspiracy of 1797, he imagined, had left 
Sfeeds of discontent and insurrection, and a spi- 
Irtt 6f impatience aiKi reform. He regarded 
tli6 whole of that event as an indication of 
feombustible iHaterials existing among the peo- 
pte^ He thought they felt the government 
^e-^* an incubus oppressing all their eflForts." 
In these calculations I think he proceeded with- 
out book. He transferred his own feelings to 
^hers. His passions tinged the objects he con- 
templated witJh their own colour. What he wish- 
ed or imagined he believed. For he never pro- 
daoed-any sufficient ipvidence of his belief. He 
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Mtefted diftt he was pcMsessed of lotttr$iu»4 
docaments^ some of them of early date,«ii& 
others later, inviting and encouraging hi^ at-r 
tempt. After he undertook to di^clos^paoticr. 
ulars to his confidential officers-^tbey expe|[^ 
od a ^ht of these papers, but never saw themi 
and in consequence were shaken in th^ir con;r 
"fidence in his veracity. The Dqjr Pedro MinUi 
Story beyond question was a fiction, invented, 
ti^ith a view to inspirit his foUowei^. It iy 
known that his own br<^her, an receivii\g a let<* 
tcr from Miranda intimating iiis des^, iosteadf 
of endeavouring to secure him partizans, im« 
mediately disclosed its contents to the goveni*^ 
ment of Caraccas* Miranda relied ctfi bein|; 
known in South America as a dbtipguisbe^ 
charact^ and a native of the country. Vet^^ 
lew persons however remembered him after sy 
twenty year's absence. To a few he wa; 
known as a traveller and scholar, a French 
revolutionary general, and a knight errant <4 
liberty. Knowledge of any kind and especial- 
ly of the enemies of kings does not spread a« 
mong the natives of South America. Political 
news papers and eccentrick biographies are not 
there in circulation. What notoriety our chief 
hsid w^ confined to the place of his uatiyity. 
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At Coro he was a perfect stranger, and wheth- 
ft he was an i englishman, an Amorite or i:-gy pt- 
lan they could not tell. His sort of reputa-' 
tlon did not help him where it was understood. 
Those who knew him were not strangers to 
iftie suspicious circumstances, under which 
Jie was believed to have become an exile trom 
ms country. If any wished for independence, 
tliere is ground to think they would not seek 
Miranda as -its founder. They doubted his 
principles and temper, and considered him chi- 
valrick and extravagant. What could he ex* 
pect from his little force, you will inquire. It 
was to serve as a rallying point for his adher- 
ents. Before he made the attempt from New 
York he had endeavoured to interest the Brit- 
ikh administration in his- views. It is said they 
liad at one time looked favourably upon the 
project of making Spanish America free, when 
the prospect of a war between Spain and the 
United States some years ago occasioned it to 
be a subject of discussion in the English cabi- 
net. There was a correspondence between 
Miranda, Mr. Pitt and Sir Home Popham,and 
some progress made in arrangements to sec- 
ond the plans of our general. But it was brok- 
en off abruptly, because, as Miranda alleged* 
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Mn Ktt had views ef conquest not ettatttipK^ 
tioR, and proposed th«t an £oglisb gmnai 
diould command the expedition. 

Disappointed in this quarter, Miranda ^imt 
to the United States* The political aspeet of 
#iir relations witii Spain favoured bis^ d^agoL 
With no other funds than eight hundred pounds, 
and bills to a limited amount, which migl^ « 
might not be paid, he succeeded to procure the 
Leander and stores, valued at seventy thoussdd 
dollars to be subject to hb directions. Of the 
persons on board, a part belonged to the ship 
as seamen, and the others were to serve Mm If 
fhey saw fit according to engagements to be 
tnade. This ship with tiie Emperour appears 
to have been all his dependence. Vo condi- 
tions were made witii tiie English. The cftfef 
iDeUeved the military and naval establidmwdt < 
in the*parts of South America which he propos« 
ied to visit to be small and inefficient* In tins 
xalculation he was not wholly mistaken, though 
lie underated it« To prevent the discooiagiag 
^ ^effect of his humble preparations on the minis 
of his associates, he rdied on the ^^ captivating 
deceptiousness'* which he knew how to prac* 
tise, and their faith in his pretensions and as^^ 
f^xaUoAs/ He taught them that the rcrvolvi^S 
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waji t^i» organiaad beforeha:nd, that ttwirlrst euD^ 
|^c3^«»ent in landing would be ta ^iog iois of 
victory. v 

His second attempt was made with more 
teonsiderable means* They would have been 
^ger^bad he been more circumspect and con* 
eilitary^ He was still without money. The 
mun^b^r of ^en to act on shor^e you already 
•^know was very inconsiderable. The naval 
fforee indeed was enough to capture, hold and 
fclefend any station, which their guns cou|d 
"-JTcach, till bisability to gainreinforcementscould 
?bc tcstedjL 

-= He was a dreamer, yon think, to expectai^ 
>iBUccess, when he w^ so weak handed. It, 
tnay be questioned, however, whether his failure 
> i5&ould not be ascribed more to his own mis- 
' -iMk^s and perversity th%n ta his want of force. 
I promised to rcm^k on tl^ conduct of this 
iBxpedition* Miranda has been blai^ed for 
wasting ' so much tifo^ at St. Domingo. In 
|ustioe to him it should be recollected, that 
€aq[)tain Jacob Lewis had promised to join him 
vith the ship Emperour. To obtain this ad- 
ditional force would have warranted even a 
longer delay at laoquemel ; for the event prov- 
|Qd. thu^ t)m ^Vx^ was necessary in th^ 
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first attempt. But when disappointed m*tlifl» 
exi>cctation, we may ask with propriety why ' 
he proceeded with the Leander and two small'* 
schooners, after he must hare known that all'* 
the evils resulting from delay were to be en- ' 
countered, without a proportional force to' 
meet the danger. Why did he not proceed to 
Trinidad for a reinforcement, which he always 
pretended he had a right to expect or conld 
obtaiii from Great Britam? His impatience to* 
commence operations, already shjffpened by de- - 
lay, had a powerful influence on his mind. A ' 
still stronger motive urged him on to immedi-" 
ate exertion, a hope that he should accompli^'' 
the object without the aid of the English gov- ' 
emment. For Miranda often declared that he " 
*♦ wished the enterprise to be considered an ' 
American affair." Even at Barbadoes and^ 
Trinidad, while he was hourly receiving the 
hospitility of British commanders, he intimai * 
ted in plain terms, that he ** must accept of the * 
assistance of the British at that time, but he * 
never intended they should obtain any power 
in his country." Thus leaping to his end without'* 
consulting his means, the catastrophe is antici- 
pated ; and we lose thetwo schooners with a largf 
number of our best men, in ^e first act ef the 
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djfimipa. *'i^rudcaoe,^'saysoneof ttecoasideraW^ 

^act;9rs m our affairs, '' would l^ve suggestedtbe 

^CJSipediency of keeping pur course dSt&r thedisoor^ 

cjy of the guardfa costas, to which we gave chace 

<n^ .tjie morning of the 27th of Aprils instmd of 

h^i^ling our wind mid standing oiT irona the 

isipd* The hay of Occuoiara wsm» not more 

than eight or ten leagues distant, and as we had 

bp^^jg discovered by the Spanish vessels, any 

advantages to be calculated from a secret ap« 

prQfich by night were lost. It ^ould thien 

hs^e been th?. general's policy, as was suggest* 

cd, to hin^. at the, time^ to h^ve improved the 

di^ light ; to have made immediately for the 

bay^ ^arxJied out the anchoring ground, le^n* 

cd the situation and strength of the battery* 

wjiich, defends the port, and to have taken pos- 

s^s^ion of it if pos^ibjlc* He would then have 

l€;^med whether the place was tenable and e- 

qual to the defence of ourselves, the sb'^ and 

s<;;)tiooners,, in case of an attack from the guar- . 

d4 ?ostas. Abote all we should have discov* 

ered our friends, if the cause had any advocates 

inthe country, for it was but six leagues from 

this plac€ to Valencia, where we were made to 



• Jk lwtt<ery mourning t«\ $ «nd la pound^rt. 
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believe Don Pedro Minto was posted wifti aa 
army and supplies at our serrice. Had we met 
with a formidable opposition in our endeavours 
to gain the battery, we should have known, 
tf»t these expected friends were enemies, and 
might reasonably have calculated that an at- 
tempt to carry it by a coup de main at night 
would have been useless, as the position could 
not have been maintained. We might then 
have retreated in safety, before the Spanish vesj 
sels could have gained the harbour. All this 
might have been effected during the day. On 
the contrary we bore away at twelve o'clock; 
at six P. M. being from six to eight leagues 
from shore, an order was issued for every offi- 
cer and soldier to be ready to land that nighty 
notwitstunding this brig and schooner, whicfc 
we had chased in the morning, had been ob- 
served to enter the harbour of Porto Cabello, 
and %pmc out again, and were at three o'clock 
P. M. evidently making for us. One n:iistal;^c 
at the commencement of anaVal or military op- 
eration is followed by a train of evils. We 
now wanted the hours which had been wasted 
in the morning ; the pilot mistakes the port ; 
one schooner is sent to reconnoitre — from ig- 
norance or inattention she neglects the signals 
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for rgcal;*' anchors in the morning under the 
land whhin long shot of the enemy, some of 
the people go on shore, she receives a shot 
froni the Spanish brig, cuts cable and leaves 
iheiii behind ; no intelligence is obtained from 
the reconnoitering party ; a battle ensues be- 
t\yeen the Leander and the guarda costas; 
the schooners, with the men and officers on 
■board, first deceived and then deserted by 
their general, are captured. Deserted I say, 
because there was a time when the Spanish 
brig and schooner had separated, that the Le- 
ander should have endeavoured to engage the 
latter. But from facts and circumstances 
since disclosed, it appearsf evident that Mi- 
randa would not permit the attempt.'* This 
ijiscomtiture drives our hero to Barbadoes, 
where he ought to have gone before and in a 
better condition. He is well received by ad- 
ipiral Cochrane, is furnished with a small na- 
val force with the promise of an addition at 
*f rinidad, where he arrives on the 24th of 
June. Here his first step towards recruiting 
^ hi^ little army, was the publication of a hand- 



* Set lettter XI. p. 70. t See Letter XXU p. 160. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



964 

bill* trttbout signature or datr, m^iAftiisaery^ 
and seditious in its language as to offend the 
government and people of Trinidad. The 
moon-eyed manner in which it was ushered ki- 
to publick notice excited suspicion ;-^the 
style and diction, ridicule and disgust. The 
offers and promises it contained were the^ 
apum ^of contempt* Suclr was Miran^ 
da's strange weakness s» to make him -be«^ 
lievc that labouring men, reccivmg^ frortr 0(nel<K. 
two dollars per day, were to be philoso^izedt 
into his *• godlike design'' by the offer of one 
quarter dollar per A^y ^ free from aii dedutthni 
and a division of land according to rank afto^ 
twelve months. But they were first to ri^fc' 
their lives in taking possession of this land, wi^ 
the certainty o A>eing made a Iiead shorter if th^ 
should fall into the hands of the Spaniards du- 
ring the contest. Nor was he to be convinced 
of the necessity of increasing this nooMnal a- 
mount of wages. Instead of advahcihg it' 
small sum a^ bounty, a proposition was tnade^ 
as ludicrous as it was futile, that each recruit 
should receive one bill for twenty-five dollai^ 
payable at a given time in Trinidad and aaot^ , 

Ill I .iiimi v.^ 

♦ Sec Letter XVU p. lOU; 
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^- ©£thc saihe amount payable in Soudi Amer- 
ica after it should have come into our possess** 
i^n. With all his knowledge and experience 
of armies, Miranda seemed not to know that 
ten dollars in hand, was better than fifty on 
paper (even if it were good) to any one of that 
description of men, who would enlist as sol- 
diers. At length, however, he sailed with the' 
force th^t has been mentioned. He makes his 
first attempt at Core, at least one hundred and 
sixty leagues to leeward of the places he should 
have first chosen, viz. Margaretta, Cumana, 
Carrupana, or Barcelona, either of which 
might have been taken and probably maintain- 
ed by the force he had with less risk than Co- 
re, and would in other respects have been more 
attepted to his views. Margaretta should have 
been his place of rendezvous ; abounding in 
cattle and vegetables, commanding every port 
on the coast ; and being but eight leagues fronr 
the Spanish Main. Here he could have com- 
municated with his friends, and, if he really had 
any in the country, they could have joined him. 
For we are to keep in mind that the command- 
ing pivot of the expedition was a reliance on 
tfie good will and active exertions of the peo- 
ple. If he was to collect followers from the 

Z 
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islands, this sitoaticm would have been fiivour- 
able to such a design. His correspondence 
with admiral Cochrane, Trinidafd and Barba- 
does, &C. would, from such a position, have 
been executed with safety and dispatch. But 
to beat up from Coro requires, in ordinary 
times, from fifteen to twenty and often thirty 
days. The injury resulting to us in this re- 
spect is exemplified in the fate of the British 
schooner Provost, the first advice boat sent 
from Coro to the admiraL She was captur* 
ed off Guadaloupe, after a severe action of 
some hours with a Frei^ch brig of superior 
force both in metal and men. It was not ex« 
pccted by admiral Cochrane that Miranda 
would go to leeward of Laguira, and by most 
of his officers it was believed and hoped that 
Margaretta was to have been the first port of 
destination. But though the capture of this 
island would have bcon considered as a gallant 
achievement, had it been effected with a force 
even superior to his; when the expediency if not 
necessity of possessing Margaretta was sug- 
gested by able advisers, whilst we were an- 
chored at Coche, the general replied, that '* it 
was but an island ; to take it would imply ah 
acknowledgement that we were unable or 
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afhdd to take a position on the main land/* 
However ju^ this opinion might have been, it 
should be recollected that Margaretta contains 
fourteen thousand inhabitants, and from its sit- 
uation might be made a valuable acquisition to 
any government or country. 

I say nothing of the disaster resulting from 
the unmilitary manner of entering the city 
ot Coro, nor of Miranda's neglect to take 
strong measures while there, to gain his point. 
The sudden and incKplicable evacuation of La 
Vela de Coro brings up the series of bkniders 
by which his expedition was to be destroyed. 
He should have remained there acting on the 
defensive and taking every measure to bring 
the people back to their homes and recommend 
himself to their favour. He would have been safe 
in that station^for the brigs and gun boats covered 
the town and commanded the principal avenues 
leading into it. The batteries were in his pos- 
session, and under these circumstances could 
not have been regained by any force which we 
had reason to expect.* 

Reinforcements from different quarters were 
to be looked for with much certainty. A very 



♦ See intercepted letters, page 239. 
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tespectable naval force did come from admiral 
Cochrane as was before mentioned, and re». 
cruits from the neighbouring islands, from the 
eclat ©f the thing, would have resorted to his 
standard, after it appeared that he had obtaiii. 
ed a tolerably sure footing. The allegation of 
the want of provisions and water was not so 
founded as to' make our departure necessarTi 
The provisions which we had, without any use 
of the produce found in the place, did la^ 
more than thirty days after we arrived at Aru* 
ba ; arid on the day oi the evacuation rain fell id 
sufficient quantities to supply the army of Xerx^ 
with water fwa yean The officers and soldiers 
re-embarked with reluctance. They did noi 
tliink their dangers or privations present or an- 
ticipated so intolrable as to require an abas* 
donment of the expedition. A very general 
indignation was manifested when the order 
was given for evacuation. An officer w1k> was 
ordered to strike and bring away the colum* 
bian standard, in his vexation and disgust tore 
it to peices and threw his cap, epaulets and 
sword into the sea. He would not wear mili- 
tary insignia, which he felt were disgraced. 

As a soldier of fortune, or the projector of 
revolution, this measure is iucont>ibtent. Bot 
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^nenues ought to forgive him* Let them 
aa^y if they will^ that he fouini the people a- 
Wtr9e to liberty and would not be th# arbi* 
ter of the government they should have« Af- 
ter mU their terrours, it proved he was a very 
:!karmlesB being to the inhabitants. He volun* 
tarUy left their country without laying Ihs 
bands on their property^ or their persons. 
% Another subject, as exhibiting a feature of 
Miranda's character, ought to be again men- 
^ned, viz. the neglect to attempt rescuing the 
i^aptives. Immediately on his return td Trini- 
4ad, after the first mi||Mttune, he should have 
Bent a flag of truce to d%Spanish Main with con- 
tditions. He might have procured the co-opera- 
tion of the £nglish admired for this purpose. 
But he insisted ** it would be time enough'* 
when he made them a second visit, ^^ which 
.would soon take place," and *^ that they would 
jiot be'^ injured: he was willing that they 
should take their chance. TheyVere, asha$ 
^been stated, captured oi^the SHth of April, and 
not sentenced until the 3 1st of July, so that, had 
betaken early measures, these unfortunate men 
• might have been saved. Whilst on the Main, 
he might have made some of the people, whom 

^found, bo&tages for the safety, good treatment 
Z 2 
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and restoradcn of the prisoners not es^otod* 
This hibtoiy, with events coming in odier 
wayfr ^fore the publick) shows on wha t g foaridr 
the apology for the adventum^ stands, iskn 
tere&t in puUick opinion and sjrmpalliy widi 
those who are now paying the dreadful forfeit^ 
ure of their error at Bocca Chica jastify txm iflt 
calling your attention to their plea, such as il 
is. I know that merit is determined very mttch 
by event ; that the mbfortunes <^ the ini{Mi»* 
dent excite more censure dian tenderness* -^ 
With equitaUe ^md humane minds bowev<»v 
this will not be the c||p. If they view out 
agency in this calam^is business as entirdy 
wrong, they will allow to those, who in ottor 
Tespects are correct, the benefit of the distin&i 
tion between a sin^ fault and a general con- 
tempt rf right. They will d6 justice to all Ae 
considerations that afford a palliation or excuse. 
You have seen the trial and acquittal of Messrs. 
Smithand Ogden. The former had an agency m 
procuring men for iMiranda. The latter supplied 
the ship, armament and outfit. The defendants 
could not obtain the testimony of the officers of 
government, which they contended was Aeces- ' 
-sary. The jury, however, gave a verdict of ac- 
quittal. They determined that the persons 7^ 
cused had not broken any law of theUnitedState^ 
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however tiieirconduct might stand, when judg- 
«1 by the laws of nations. Numbers of those 
%ho engaged went upon the general assurance 
tlMt the enterprise was lawful and honourable, 
and not attended with any desperate risks, other 
tl^m the usual fortune of war, if indeed the 
king's troops in South America would not subr 
mit without resistance. Those who had most 
in&ight into the business, looked for wealth and 
eclat, a share in a noble undertaking and the 
liberty of returning to their country when they 
paw fit. They might have thought that in case 
ibey were captured by the Spaniards, the A^ 
tnerican government might refuse its protec- 
tion, though they hoped the contrary — but 
ibey did not expect to be arraigned as crimi«> 
nals at home. Before the preparations for the 
expedition began, Miranda went to the city of 
Washington. Arrived at the seat of govern- 
ment he is treated with courtesy. He writes 
thence to col. Smith* several times in a strain 



• WoBhingtoriy Dec. llfA, 1S05. 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

I have received your leUers of the Ut and 6th of 
this month, and your commodore's of the 5th : 1 he busi- 
ness you and him mention is on the Tafiia at this present 
Qomenti and vriU be concluded J hope in the course ei 
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which cmles the belief that lus design ujo&mf 
municated to the government. CoL SoudiW 



this week. Not a moment is lost and the mppeanocis 
look very faTounible.— Have a little patience an4 jrou^al 
toon bear the result. I hope you will act on ycmr si4e 
with as much activity, Uc* Bee. My best compliments to 
the worthy admiral and to maj<M: A. They bpth shdl 
hear from me as soon as the thing is decided ; write me 
here at Stelle's hotel, and Uiat will be sufficient, if the di- 
rection is Mr. Molini, * 

Yours, M. A. 

CoL W- Smith. 

WaaMngion^ Dec, \4tth^ 1805. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

I saw yesterday for the second time, both the gen- 
tlemen, and after talking fully on the subject, I ^ihink I 
brought the business to a conclusion. Yet Mr. M. upon 
hearing my determination of quitting this city tomorrow 
for New York, appeared surprised, and persuaded me not 
toleave.it before Tuesday next, the 17th, when he ex- 
pected me to dine with him, and have a little more coo» 
versation I suppose. On consideration, I thought that 
a stay three days longer, might show calm and patience 
on my part, which wouW give to this step all the dignity 
I intended, though I am persuaded that no more will be 
obtained, than what is already imparted. Their tac^t *ap- 
pi-obation and good wishes are evidently for us, ami they 
do not see any difficulty that may prevent the citizens pf 
the U, States in attendinjr personally or sending svipplia 
for this object, provided the pubiick laws should UplM 
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"going on the expedition is said to be a subject 
of conversstion between Miranda and 'the se- 
cretary of state. — Some days before the sailing 
of the Leander he writes a letter to the presi* 
dent and Secretary.* 



openly violated. Your demand •f permission or leave of 
absence is considered impracticable, and Mr. M. thinks it 
easier to take the risk upon yourself at once ; however, 
vre shall consider this subject with much reflection when 
we shall meet at New York. On the 18th, early, I shall 
certainly leave this for Philadelphia, from whence I will 
•write to you again, and without much delay proceed to 
New York. In the mean time, I request you to have er^ 
ery thing ready for departure before the last of Decern* 
ber, and 1 beg of you to show to our worthy commodore 
as much as is necessary of this letter, not thinking pru* 
dent in me at this moment and on so delicate a subject f 
write any more ; do the same with the major, and repeat 
to both my most sincere friendship and permanent esteem^ 
When we meet, you and they shall hear more on this suhi» 
ject^ in the mean time act with much caution and great ac- 
tivity. Yours, M— — . ^ 
• JVfW Torkj January 22flf, 1806. 
Mr. President, 
I have the honor to send you enclosed the natural 
vffid civil history of Chili, of which we conversed at Wash- 
ington ; you will perhaps find more interesting facts and 
greater knowledge in this little volume than in those which 
huve been before published on the same subject concern* 
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The resvdt of his conferences as he rejMre^ 
tented was that the government would not co« 
opeiale ; but if he could make his design an 



ing this beautiful country. If ever the happy predictioci 
which you have pronounced on the future destiny of cor 
dear Columbia, is to be accomplished in our dayy may 
providence grant that it may be under your aus[Mce8» an4 
by the generous efforts of her own children. We shall 
then in some sort behold the arrival of that age the return 
of which the Roman bard invoked in fisivour of the human 
race 

The la9t great age foretold by aacred rhymcM^ 
BenewB itajtrdahed course ; Saturrdan timea^ 
Boll round agairiy and mighty yeart bcgan^ 
From thUJtfBt orb^ in radiant circles ran. 

With the highest consideration, and 
profound respects I am^ Mr. 

President, your very , 

humble servant, 
(Signed) FR AN : DE HIR ANDA* 

To Thomas Jefferson, President "^ / * t ^ 

of the United States. ^ ^^^ ^ 

A^w Y&rky Jofimry %tdy 1806. 
Sir,' 

On the point of leaving the U. States a^low me to ad- 
dress a few words to you to thank you for the attctitions 
that you were pleased to siiow me during ray stay at 
Washington. The important concerns, which I then had 
the honour to communicate to you^ I doubt not will re* 
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object of individual cnterprize, it ** saw no 

<lii!iculty that should prevent the citizens of 

the United States in attending personally, or 

sending supplies for his object ; provided 

the publick laws were not openly violated.'* 

The same impression was received from pas- 

^ss^es which were afterwards submitted to 

s^ome of his agents from his port-folio, giving 

afi account of conversations which he recorded 

as having taken place between him and the 

secretary of state at the city of Washington, 

About the same time, the president had de- 
livered a message to congress stating nume* 
rous and unprovoked acts of hostility suffered 



josin a profound secret until the final result of that delicate 
affair ; I have acted upon that supposition here, by con- 
forming in every thingtotheintentionsof government* which 
I hope to have apprehended and observed with exactness 
and discretion. The enclosed letter contains a book which 
I have promised to the president of the U States, and 
which I pray you to transmit to him Have the good- 
ness to present my respectful compliments to Mrs Madi- 
son, and to believe me with the highest consideration and 
esteem, sir, 

Your very humble and 

obedient servant, 
(Signed) FRAN : DE MIRANDA. 

To the bon, James Madison, Esq. 
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from Spain ; declaring that the Spaniards had; 
captured our citizens within our borders — \^^ 
invaded our territory and committed depreda- 
tion on our commerce, and suggesting the ue- 
cessity of a recourse to measures of retaliatioDr 
Congress deliberated in secret, and it wa^ 
thought on this subject. Under all these cuv 
cumstances, the agents were led to conclude, 
that as the government knows and does not check 
the preparations for this expedition, it gives* 
them an implied sanction. Those who adven-' 
turc must be acting legally and safely. By re^ 
citing, I do not mean to vindicate the correct^' 
ness of these inferences, nor accuse the admin-- 
istration of my country. Events have proved 
tlie insufficiency of the data to support such 
conclusions ; yet it must be acknowledged they 
were plausible and natural. It ought to have 
been recollected that Miranda's statements of 
his conversations at Washington rested on the 
evidence of his own assertions. Whether he 
was authorized to write the letters alluded to, 
does not appear by any direct proof. The cop- 
ies of those to the president and secretary of 
Btate were to serve as documents for the eyes 
of his coadjutors. It might have been his art 
to use a btrain of writing, which implied that' 
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Bis correspondeiits, were privy to his transac- 
tions, and participated in his views. Their a- 
vowal of general good wishes for the object, 
and admission of the right of the citizens to 
lise the liberty of action in consistency with 
the laws, he might have construed into appro- 
bation and encouragement of his specifick pro- 
ceedings. On the supposition that the gov- 
ernment were apprized of his intentions, an overt 
act only it is alleged could justify a legal process. 
On this delicate question, I should presume 
the government has not incurred any just im- 
putation. At the same time, it will be recollect- 
ed that the first promoters of this undertaking 
iv^been tried and pronounced '* not guilty.'* 
jir vindication applies to all who espoused 
the design under like impressions. , 

Why did we continue, you ask, after sus- 
pectingor discovering the illusion? There 
was no practicable way of escape till our re- 
turn to the West India islands, after the first 
attempt. It was then extremely difficult, among 
strangers and without resources to get away. 
Various methods were used to make us believe 
that we were still expected and desired by the 
friends of independence in that country. The" 
partial CO. operation of the British gave our en-' 
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tcrprisc respectability and seemed to insure 
safety if not success. The stake was great an<] 
alluring. More than all, we hoped to resouc 
our companions, who bad fallen into the hands 
of the Spaniards. Obligations of honour and 
duty, an invincible sympathy widi their forlorn 
and distressed situation impelled us to unbrace 
the opportunity, which seemed to offer ^ tg^ 
ing to procure their release^ In this favoyi^ 
hope, we were disappointed. Is there up re« 
source for these unfortunate people ? Arethox 
BO individuals, is there no govemuaent able ao^ 
willing to lift up a voice, or stretch out an arm ip 
their favour ? May not the new order of thingSi 
operate for their benefit ? Cannot the govern* 
ment of Caraccas be pertuaded it would be 
worthy of their magnanimity to let the nemaio* 
ing victims of delusion go? 

That all the persons concerned in t^is ca- 
lamitous business consider it with regret jfi 
certain. They are not again to be led away bf 
the same lore* They are sufficiently cured <i 
a disposition to reform Ae woiid and create re* 
publicks. 

Having given some sketch of the life ofM^ 
randa, and a short desciption of the cc^uatgf 
Vvhicii was to have been the dieatre oCjlyg ??* 
ploits, 1 shiiU have done. ,^,^^,, Google 






279 . 

LETTER XXVIL 

NOTICES OF MIRANDA. 

United Staiesy August \0, 1808, 

GENERAL MIRANDA in coftvcrsatioa 
was reserved on the subject of his own life. 
He wrapped himself in mystery ; and apparent- 
ly enjoyed a sort of satisfaction, in leaving peo- 
ple to conjecture and wonder. He would talk 
of what he had seea and doYie ; of his studies 
his adventures and sufferings ; his perils and 
Escapes. But he avoided detail and circum- 
stance ; time, place and persons he kept out of 
view. In his relations \xt stc^iped at generali- 
ties. For this reason, his officers know less of 
him than you would iinagine. Of the place of 
his nativity there arc several and disagreeing 
accounts. But beyond doubt he was born in 
Hhe city of Caraccas, in the province of that 
name. It is taken for granted tliat he is de- 
scended from one of the oldest Spanish fami- 
lies. Some accounts represent that his grand- 
father was governor of a province and his fa^ 
ther a candidate for the same place ; but dct 
fcated in his CKpectations, through the jealousy 
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which tlie court have ever entertained of. tb^ 
natives. This disappointment is mentioii^ 
with what truth, I cannot say, as a cause of our 
hero's disQontent with the government. If 
such an event ever occurred, it probably had>f 
large share of influence on a mind like that of 
Miranda* But the ardw of his {ed[ingSt the 
boldness of his speculations and the republiqa^^ 
bias of thinking which he always manifeste4 aC:^ 
ford sufficient solutions. He was educated lij^ 
other young men of the better ^families in Ca- 
raccas, at the schools and uuiversi^ of th^t ci^^ 
ty. He never mentioned his teachers hqt, j)J^ 
school. He said that he learned Greek .aftef^ 
he was forty. Depoos observes^ t^t 2)t^gp|^: 
sent the Spanish.youth, seniiUe of the in^Sf f 
ciency of their education, iipply with avidity ttc( 
the reading of foreign boolqs. It is said Mi- 
randa began bis travels in the provinees,. iu' 
early manhood. He entered the army ait4^^»9s 
captain in the regular trpops of Spain. * Bi^-, * 
* rapbers say he ro$e to be cojlonel ; but t\}^ is 
doubtful. One of his stations was at Guatima* • 
la. Here he improved his opportunities of be* 
coming acquainted with New Spain. 

. He left bis native cpuntry from necessity,. t^r 
avoid the displeasure of government. Tbij-i 
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cs^es of his precipitate disappearance are va* 
riously stated. It is ascribed to his expressing 
obnoxious sentiments relating to the indepcn- 
dehce of the colonies and having laid a plot for 
effecting it. One of the most celebrated French 
generals told me, that whilst Miranda was 
stationecl at the Havanna, being in the engi- 
neer corps, he was commissioned by the mili- 
tary commander to go to Jamaica for the pur- 
po^ of surveying the fortifications, and making 
out ^ report of their strength and condition. 
To disguise Jiis character and design, he was 
allowed to smuggle ten thousand dollars value 
of commodities. On his return, he was charg- 
ed with exceeding the limits of his permission* 
His property was ^ized. The cause was car^ 
ricdto Madrid, where it was decided against 
him. He thought it wise to decamp, in ordef 
to-avoid the penalties which he had incurred. 

In 1783 he visited the United States. I have 
conversed with many persons who knew him 
at this time. They say his mind was full: of 
the ideas of reform and innovation, ofliba^ty 
and philosophy. He went from this country 
to Europe. London was his most constant 
place of residence, whilst he was not on his 

travels. He visited almost every portion of 
A a 2 n \ 
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the Kuropeam workl ; every principal dtif ^ikI 
court; and went to Constantaioide. He hatf a 
superb libnuy in London. This titeiBry'traa- 
sure was pledged tot a part of tl^ Becdssary 
funds to defray h» exp«iaes» In ibc »e^citia* 
tiona and disputes and naval preparatiofu tfe- 
specting Nootka sounds he iKid an ageaey 'tm- 
der the English ministry^ When the Ff^ctwJi 
revolution commenced he was hi Russia. IHiis 
event q;>ened a career suited to hb' grains. 
He rep-iured immediately to Pirns ; and siion 
obtained fovour, fortune and ^ee» u^dcr.thc 
protection of Pethion. He wasemplc^'ed infthe 
French army. In 1798 he was sent m.^i£ty 
of a ^neral officer to Champagne, imdkr &u. 
mourier ; whom he afiterwards accQin|>aniei to 
Belgium ; and he was nomkiated in Sej^tem- 
ber commandant of the army of Flmders. in 
the room of Labourdonnage ; during ^ win* 
ter he had the chief command in the absence 
of Dumourier. 

In the spring of 1798 Miranda besicged'Me^ 
astricbt, by order of the exetutive c<Mi^il ; 
but general Lanoue, who was> postod at Roer, 
being beaten at Aldenhoven, he was obliged to 
raise the siege after twenty days bombardment 
The defeat at Aldenhoven and the bad suocess 
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i.mt Maastricht overturned allDuraoaricT's plaiis. 
l&ivr &r Miranda was to blame let military 
: Bten- jndge. 

■ ' ^he commander in chief, Dumourier, having 
i.x«tired firomi Holland, again appeared at the 
vkead of the Belgic army. Miranda command- 
-r ed the Wt wing on the ISth of March in the 
:: aflliif of Nerwinde. TMs battle would probably 
. have- terminated in favcwur of the French, had 
not' Miranda retired from the field, soon after 
the middle of the day. One of his columns 
1 tv» panick struck, and the other two were 
.»idmen back. This retreat has been ascribed 
*' ' in some French publications to the treachery 
* ^id cowardice of our hero. A celebrated 
French general, now in this country, is of a 
dlifferent opinion. He declares it was by a mil- 
itary hnk of Miranda's that the French tost 
the victory at Nerwinde ; *' Miranda," says he, 
^ ♦* is not justly chargeable with treachery ot 
cowardice.'' Dumourier, says, ♦* that either 
disconcerted, or wiHing to sacrifice his rivd, 
Valence, he ordered his troops to retreat.'* 
He stnt n# advice of his retreat to Diiinourier; 
which neglect exposed the right wing and cen* 
tre of the aimiy to the whole weight of the die- 
' mv.. 
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It seems that Miranda, was no friend to Dti* 
mourier. Three days after the battle, it has beea 
asserted, he wrote a letter to Pethion against 
this general. Miranda's partizans say this 1^- 
ter aflforded him no justification. Ifc after- 
wards published a meraorial, in which he te8* 
his protector, Pethion ,that the expedition agabist 
Holland had been undertaken contiary to hfe' 
advice ; that be had foreseen the misclnefil 
which would result from such a project j arid - 
that Dumouricr, in concert wiA Thouvenot,had 
decided upon every thing without consul^ig* 
him. As to the defeat at Nerwinde, he endea-- 
voured to confirm the opinkm then circulated, " 
that it was owing to the treachery of the com* • 
mander in chief and his adherents* At tfie ^ 
same time he continued to 'correspond with 
Dumourier. Miranda did not.^vc himself t^ 
this double faced precaution. He was sorest 
%t the moment of the desertion of that general ^ 
and vras sent to Paris for trial. The revolt- - 
tionary tribunal acquitted htm in May. BefoHt'^' 
the end of the same month he was agaia arrest- 
ed. He appeared in person at the Jpar of tbt ■ 
convention, to justify himself^ but he did nc^ - 
obtain his liberty until the fall of t^ mouritaiat ^ 

In October, ! 795 , he attempt*drf# r^ dwei*^ i 
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his lost inflt^cnce by serving the cott^^ rea- 
against the sections. This expedition dicN|P^* 
succeed. On the 22d of the same montib hil^ 
arrcstation was decreed. He was sentenced to 
be traiisported beyond the limits of France. In 
vain he endeavoured to effect a retraction of 
his sentence. He was delivered to a body of 
gftfis des armes who were charged to conduct 
him to the frontiers. He got away from hises- 
ccpt and wrote to the directory, demanding a re- 
ver^n of h'ls sei|tence. This busiiiess was kept 
in train a long time, althou^ the director De- 
touveiir was his particular enemy. Finally, the 
4th of September, 1797, finished his residence 
in France. He was included in the grand de- 
portaticHi. England afforded him refuge. He 
was among the number whom Bonaparte did ' 
not recal in 1 799. After this period he con« 
tiftued in London. Failing in various attempts 
to interest the British ministry in his project 
respecting South America, he embarked for 
New York, under tlie assumed name of George 
Martin of New-Orleans. On the 2d of Sep- 
tember he sailed from England and arrived in 
the United States on the 12th of November 
foUpwing/ Here he commenced operations 
forcarrrymg' into e&ct his project of twen^ 
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It sctconlemplation, to revolutionize his nst- 

mour country. A mercantile house in New 

asfork furnished him with the ship and arma- 

tHnent, as has been described ia this history. 

He gave Mr. Ogden three bills, one of five 

thousand, one of two thousand and one of eight 

hnndred pounds sterling. The two last only 

were duly paid. The property taken by Km 

from New York was all spent, dissipated, or 

remains in his hands. No part of the proceeds 

of the sale of the Leander was ever repaid to 

the original owners. 

Dumourier says of this personage •• that he 
was a man of capacity and extensive informa- 
tion. He was better versed in the theory of 
war than any other of the French generals ; but 
he was not equally versed in the practice." 
He had been of great service to him in the 
different attacks on the Prussians. But " he 
had a haughtiness of disposition and bluntness 
of manner, which begat him many enemies ; 
and he was unfit to command the French, 
the ene confidence it is impossible to gain, but 
ed. Hd humour, and conduct expressive of 
conventiou them.*' 

obtain his licceding history, Miranda's injudi- 
l^^ Octdber, of his place of landing is mefK 
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uied as one cause of his failure. The re'a- 

' ^JJlBk favour of his choice were not staed. 
^o^X 

^ncipal inducement probably was, that 

formation or rumour he imagined he 

ids in Coro, In stating his grounds 

tcting success, I might have placed 

. a summary form by reciting four posi- 

tions laid down by one of his advocates at the 

outset. 

First, From the boundless extent of the 
coast of Spanish America, he can choose his 
point of landing. 

Second, From the same circumstance, the 
whole military force, that is to say, the milita- 
ry force from the mother country, is distribute 
fid into small detachments, and these detach'* 
ments are most remote from each other. In 
no single post in America can there be more 
tlvm one thousand men. 

Third, The militia of the country are inva- • 
riably in his cause. 

Fourth, If he could therefore, raise a suffi- 
cient force to withstand the attack of two or 
three of these detachments, for more could ne-* 
ver jcwn, he would be enabled to maintain his 
ground ; and revolutionizing as he went^ add 
lus conquests Xo his force. 
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From this narrative in connexion with the 
prior history of general Miranda, jrou wiH re^ 
ccive an impression of his character not so &- 
vourable, as that entertuned by many perscmsu 
I have related facts. They must be anowod'tdr 
speak for themselves. His imagination aii2f 
ftelings were an overmatch for his judgment. 
He is more rash and presumptuous in projects^ 
than dexterous in extracting himself frqm diffi^ 
culties. In religion he is reputed skeptical ; 
but in our hearing he never derided subjects^ 
of this nature. He used formerly to talk infidcli-^ 
ty to the offence of the serious ; experience has* 
taught him caution, or he has changed his sen- 
timents. It is said upon good authority that 
he partook the sacrament at Coro; He is too 
much of an enthusiast in his favourite objects 
to allow his means to be enfeebled by moral 
scruples. I am willing to believe he has as 
much conscience as the impetuous passions of 
such men generally admit. 

I make a few remarks on his person, man- 
ners alid petty habits. 

He is about five feet ten inches high. His 
limbs are well proportioned ; his whole frame 
is stout and active. His complexion is dark, 
fiorid and healthy. His eyes are hazel colour- 
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^^ )>ut.n<]4: of the darkest hue. They are 

{]u^rc^i; qukk and intelligent, expressing 

i^jbore^of t^jc severe tiian tiie mild feelings. He 

h^ fiPod teeth, which he takes much care to 

^f^^ clean. His nose is large and handsome, 

leather of the l^lnglish than Roman cast. His 

cliest is square and prominent. His hair is 

gyey and he wears it tied long behind with 

P^^dec He has strong grey whiskers grow- 

in^.pn tl^ outer edges of his ears, as large as 

mpst Spaniards have on their cheeks. In the 

coQ^mir of his visage you plainly perceive an 

^^pression o£ pertinaciousness and suspicion. 

Upon the whole without saying he is an elegant, 

\ye may pronounce him a handsome man. He 

has. a constant habit of picking his teeth. . 

When sitting he is never perffectiy stiH; his 

foot or hand must be moving to keep time; with 

hi5 mind which is always in e^rcise. He al- . 

ways sleeps a few moments after dinner, and 

then walks till bed time, which with him is 

about midnight. He is an eminent example of 

temperance. A scanty or t^ meal is never 

regarded by him as a subject of complaint. 

He usics no ardent spirits ; seldom any wine. 

Sweetened water is his common beverage. 

Sweetness and warmth, says he, are the two 
Bb 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J90^ 

greatest physical goods; and aei^ ia^^'^sa6t 
are the greatest physicd erUs in tttf uti K^tAc i. 

He is a courtier and gentlemaft kth^^-naati 
Hers. ' Dignity and grace preside in* hksMBicw^' 
ments. Unless when angry, he YmB a gwait 
command of his feelings; and can assmne 
TJ'hat looks and tones he pleases. In gener aii' 
his demeanour is marked by hauteur anddcs^ 
tance. When he is angry he loses discretkMiL 
He is impatient of contradiction. In discdiriCf 
he is logical in the arrangement of his thoagltts*^ 
He appears conversant on all subjects: Hif 
iron memory prevents his ever being at a lo^ 
for names, dates and authorities. 

He used his mental resources and colloqniaf 
powers with great address to recommend ium* 
self to liis followers* He assumed &e tnaa^ 
ners of a father and instructor to the yoiil^ 
men. He spoke of the prospect of success, 
^nd of the preparations made for him with 
great confidence. The glory and advantages 
of the enterprise were described in gloii4ngeo^ 
lours. At another time he detailed Ms travels, 
his sufieringsand escapes in a manner to interest 
both their admiration and sympathy. He ap* 
peared the master of Idhguages, ofscienct ahtf 
literature. In his convcrsatiotts 4ie*cai^rfctflfi 
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hcKtrert to iSbe scenes of great actions and4n* 
troduced them to the distinguished characters 
of rerery age. He took excursions to Troy» 
Sftbyion, Jerusalem j Rome, Athens and Syra« 
ouse« Men famed as statesn^n, heroes, pa« 
triots, conquerors and tyrants, priests and 
scholars he produced, and weighed their merits 
and de&c^s* Modem histpry and biography 
abided him abundant topick^. He impressed, 
an qpinionof his comprehensive .views, his ih-^ 
exhaustible fund of learning; his probity, his 
generosity and patriotism/ After all, this man 
of reqown, I fe^r, must be considered as having 
more learning than wisdom; more theoretical 
knowledge than practical talent ; too sanguine, 
^vA toi>op^nicmated to distinguish between th^ 
vigour of ^erprise and the hardine$9 of in* 
£iity;iition« 

LETTER XXVHL 

iStfSgr^^ioal and statistical notices of Car ace A^. 

United States^ August 2lst^ 1808. 

ACCORDING to received geographical 
fp^ux]^ tjif Spanish dominions in North A« 
PfiSQ^xtGDd from latitude thirty nine degrcQH 
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^irty ninucearto seven degrees tfafatf ml fa t fe s 
north) a length of one thousand nine beiidi«d 
and twenty geographical miles. The me^bal 
breadth is computed at (bur hundred ^rf^'tbe 
tame miles. In South America lliey readi 
from the Caribbean sea to the- most soutliefn 
promontory. They are divided into vicerc^^- 
altieSy audiences, provinces, governments, ^- 
partments and missions. Spain has w^er fair 
sceptre in Mexico and South Am^ica fbitf* 
teen or fifteen millions of people. 

I shall give a sketch of the captain gCBcesi- 
ishtp of Caraccas, that part on which Mkanda 
made his attempt. Depons' voyage to the east- 
em part of Terra Firma or the Spanish Maia, 
in South America comprises an ample 4^ 
scription of this region ; and is the principd 
authority for the following notices. • ^ -: 

This territory is situated between the twelfth 
degree of north latitude suid ^ equinoctial- 
It cav^reheods 

vVeaezuda, containing 500,000 inbsbitq^^ 
• Maracaibo, 100,000 7. 

Gumana, 80^000 

•Spanish Ouiaoa^ - 94,000 

Isle^Margaretta,* , l-i^OOO — 
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isfaercst four^ freedmen and their des^ndante^ 

' ^4A^ the remaiiHkr indisms. There is scarcely 

rjmyemigmtion from Spjun to Terra Firma. A 

;;gr9atpr<»portioa Df the white$ receive a liberal 

{edwoatkui* 4$uch as it i$, in, the seminaries of 

the country and college and university of Cv 

x^ccas. *' Every one is ambitious^'' says Dr» 

ifiitiis,ja quoted by Deponsy * of b;ecoming a 

-lawyer^ a priest or a monk. Those whosepre^ 

tensions are not so great wish to be notaries, 

-acrivienerBor clerks/^ A military rank is an 

object of rivalry. A sword is their dear com* 

-^nion. Decency, in their opimop^ debiaisi 

^tbern from agricultural pursuits and enjoitm> 

ibem to treat the mechanical arts with sovft-w 

'-F$ign eoncempt« . They are charged with an 

extravagant passion for distinction* But the 

* French traveller thinks that a happy revolution 

« Jof opinion in these respects is on the eve vS bt-^ 

ing accomplished, and every thing anneiiiocto 

'timtr the succeeding generatioti wiQ exUbit a 

spectacle of a mbral amelioration, achieved l^ 

the increased energy of the nafipnal wisdom^ 

in consequence of the admisMon of whaievtr ii; 

useful in the principles of other nations^ 

The Spaoiards and Creoles of Caraccas are 
Bb2 
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QiUd> wBhXt^ pdite and (rom pindence^iiHlL 
Slates can be freedy by paying die price '^tiaelr 
coat their masters. Freedmen aie-knowifciaf 
the name of people of cokmr* llley cxerMy 
various trades^ but are not fond of [M-simali^ 
boar. They are formed into corps of nailitia. 
Merit may raise a man of colour to the imlcM^ 
captain. * . ^^^ 

The laws reacting the. in&l^is. ace , niildr 
But the indians are not good cttisens* > ^Tbef 
are indolent and intemperate* > s 

The government c^Caraccas, Uke tha* of* 
other parts of Spanish America is so conititttft* 
ed as to keep it dependent on the ptoeat 
country. The governor or captain gaienl: wd- 
presents the Monarch and comn^ands the^tniii. 
tary force. There are delegated go¥efMHi% 
whofaave each an assessor. The Royal Au^ncfe 
of Caraccas consists of a president, who is the 
-captain general, a regent, three judges^ tMB 
iiscab ; one for crimins^ afl&irs, the oAMiGt 
the finances, with a reporter and other n^es» 
Xy officers. It administers justioe, regulars 
the finances, and has other great prerogativeai'' 

The naval force of Terra Firma i^ trffin^ and 
f ould not resist a single fri^afte. Several ^^a^ 
forte hav« fortresi^s, MfU-acai^ bm ti&^ 
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^tfve iSttitrsahd mhabitatits, Is defended-by Arce 
fborts aiKl faut companies^ of troops of the line, 
aid a proportion of militia. The hav^n or pt)rt 
r®f €oro, ealled La vela de CotO, sixteeri leagtles 
cast of Maracaibo had M the time of our de- 
barkation two batteries with fifteen or eighteen 
*peice9 of cannon of varions calibers from six 
to eighteen pounders. Porto Cabello or Ca- 
l^dlD, fifty ^ight leagues to the east of Coro, 
|tas - a strong fort with a large and numerous 
artillery. In time of war it is supplied with 
'^«y 66mi>anies of regular troops. In case of 
' ^tfttEicky says Depons, three thousand milida 
jmight be collected here in eight days* La 
^€kiira, the haven of Caraccas twenty five leagues 
to Ae feast of Porto Cabello, is very strongly 
JortMed* Cumana one hundred leagues east of 
lia Guira is of difficult access, has a fort and 
* tmigfat present a force of five thousand men. 
^he island of Margaretta four leagues north of 
-Cumaim has trifiing batteries, one company of 
'^regular troops» one of artillery and several of 
^nntiitia. Thus it appears the strong places are 
distant from each other sixty or one hundred 
leagues. Hence it is observed a debarkation 
on the coast might easily be eflfected in variotA 
placM, and tfae troopsproceed into'iht ecKmtijr^ 
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wMtet^Ihe ships, bjf Mttediiiff tliedbrts, jnteW 
4l8tract the military operattona* - .«>^.. 

The military force as staled faf Dcfi^is isa 
regimaat of regohrtroops of Mnc lwmilu e ll and 
eighteen ^men, distributed at Cannecgsyrtfa 
Ouira and Parte Qavello. Vi^m 
troops of the line are at Maracaibo> ai 
one hundred and fifty, at Ouiaiia. one hundrnd 
and fifty, and at Varinas seventy jMreii. ^%e 
artillery at the respective places is nerved^'lsf^ 
separate companies, besides militia. . /£fae 
whole armed force of the €apt^ge»erak^^««- 
gular troops and militia is stated i^ tbiste^ 
thousand and fifty nine . . >,>. 

There is no religion but the Roman Jpatfai^ 
lick. To be suspected <^hei^sy is fdangaiMB^s 
to be convicted fatal, ThetribunaU of li^ai* 
quisition are erected at Mexiico, Lhi»Mdj6^« 
thagena^ and are yery powerful. Th^^iAit^ 
it bad. books tp thr number of fi)^ thousafS 
four hundred and twenty. Spani^ Amefte 
abounds hi priests, who are held in |pm^#s^ 
-apect. The missipnaries are n^m^rous^ '«1Ske 
churches are decent and pften elegant,; and :aie 
still asylums for criming. The tithes aie 
paid onef tenth part to the king, pnt £t>dftb« 
tiie bidhot>^ one fourth to #ie chaples «iiij»; 
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tfumder to iht piftish priests and to other piowr 
uses. The income of the bbhop (^ Cw^^ 
4^BA b forty thousand dollars^ 
^ llie^roductions of dib re^n are cocoa, 
f:;i6ffi^ .sugar, indfgo and tobacco. Besides 
^the present products, says Depons, there is a 
gf«at variety of others which the soil offi^s to 
/the inhabitants, without requiring any advance 
^^w subjecting them to any trouble but that of 
collecting and bestowing on them a light and 
easy preparation. Among these he mentions, 
vanilla, wild cochineal, dying woods and barks, 
:gums, rosin and medical oils, herb^ roots and 
bark for medicine. From this country half 
Europe might be supplied \\^ith wood far its 
luxurious furniture and equipage. Commerop 
might draw much from the animal kingdom* 
The neat cattle are calculated at one millioa 
two hundred thousand, horses and mares one 
hundred and eig)ity thousand, mules ninety 
::thousand* J^^ep are innumerable and deer 
jdi>undant. Notwithstanding thb abundance, 
Apiculture is at a low ebb in this country. La 
Guirai Porto Cabelk>, Maracaibo, Cumana, 
Barcelona, and Margaretta have a right to trade 
with th^ mother country. In 179S the imports 
#oin Spain to Casaccas were estimated at tbme 
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fiillkMi dM rlmii&^ and €iglMcea«ibowmd 
aiglitlMndnd tnd efevieo and cae kidf'doUafrs] 
and the exports at two million '^^Oj 4iirt% 
^Miaand three hundcedi ouui uxtoeadoilars 
Thetc b a Iknited ti^de to ibe otfier aolo^ 
which brings about four hundred tbogpfunij 
ddlars into the country. It reports to fore^ 
West India islands artblesbfitaowa^prodUcei 
except cocoa, in neutral botU»ns ; f^rt o&dKo 
returns must be in negroes of in farming ox 
household utensils and the remainder in specie. 
But this remakider is principally smu^led 4u 
manufiu^tured goods* The contrabimd tzade 
divided chiefly between Jamaic^y Curacoa^md 
Trinidad is estimated at seven hundred and 
fifty tfamisand dcdlars annually befone the war of 
1796. It has inolieased greatly since that pe« 
riod. The whole regular exports of C^rs»<sv 
from 1793 to 1796 are stated at twelve nuIU^ 
two hundred and fifty two thousand four bun^ 
dred and fifUien doUarSi from 17^ to. I80(V^ 
milliila foiu* hundred and forty two . ^housnid 
ibree- hundred and dghteM. J Ttefinanoen^^. 
Ganecas are undor the dk^e^tion of an iateii4tes^ 
Q^H jremvat arises princ^iaUy fr^m the;«€Hk^ 
paid o * duty of five per Qent OUiSri^i^W^ 
the biShUpJoiie-rtlftJi tithes* ^^ fi-ftothe jete 
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"daoo^ iiie erazada and of ^ e ^e^f tobatcin. 

T^mtt^ kst are destined fdr the treasury a* 

farnn^. ' There is usually^ a deficit, even in titt^ 

of peadcr in 1797 the receipt wm one miUic^ 

one hundred and forty thousand seven hundred* 

a6p«ieightyeightdollars,expenditure,onemillio» 

^ght hundred and eighty six thousand thrc4' 

hundred and sixty three. The population of 

some of the chief cities is thus stated* Carac- 

cas forty thousand. La Guira six thousand, 

Porto CaveUo seven thousand six hundred, 

Coro ten thousand. The harbour, or La Velai 

de Coro, as it is commonly called, and its en- 

virons are supposed to contain not less than 

two thousand. 

In 1797 three state prisoners were sent from 
Spain to Caraccas, on account of their revolu- 
tk>nary propensities. Being treated with great 
indulgence by the officers and soldiers to whose 
care they were committed, they formed the 
project of a conspiracy against the government. 
They engaged a number of persons, some of 
them of consequence in their party. After 
gaining their first con verts,,the spirit did not 
spread* The coldness and apathy of the peo* 
pie did not admit of the effervesence they de« 
wed» After the plot had been kept ^ sfcret 
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for many months it was disclosed Uy the gjs- 
venmienL Some of the ringleaders e^cmpti 
and others were taken. It was found that se- 
venty two had entered into the conspiracy ; sii 
were executed. The rest either escaped oi 
were sent to the galleys or banished from ibn 
tountry. 



ERRATA. 
Page 47, 7th line from boUom for << conftist** rtwA ammtsttd. 
48, In list of appointments for << Juclale'' read Judak^ 
103, 6ihline from bottom for**cquadron*'readtf«aKfrtwf. 
do. 2d do. do. for <' De Sine*' read Dcaaein. 
109, 9th do. do. for «« August 1st" read Augumt 14/*^ 
152, 8th do. from top for ^« Dion Pelopidas*' read Di'^ 

0O and Pel(4dda». 
157, 4th do. do. for ^ provide'' read /^vi(£nf. 
179, 10th do. do. in ferrons dele r.^-1 1th do. for 

iLereaddif, forcet readce.— -I2th do. for un 

read tate^ for il a nous read il nnu» a. 
S35, 22d do. do% for *< was** read vfere. 
246, 15th do. do. in tome copies, for << noted,'' 

read dignified, 
268, 1 1th do. do. for «< intolrable'* read intolerable. 
282, Read Labourdormaye and Maeatricht* 
285, 9th line from top read gens cTarmM.— 12th da 

for « Detouveur** read Le Toumeter, 
287, 2d do. do. for « staed** read stated, j 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by Google ^^ ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



d by Google 



d by Google 



THB NKW YORH PUBMC UB 
ASFBRRNfTS DEPARTMBNT 



Tbit book ii ttoder oo ofrcun>»t«ii«M 
t«k«a from tb« BaltctljiM 


1 ^^ 

1- 




















- 






^ — L 






1' 


— 1 


























































r ,.-«, 









y Google 



^UCUBiARY 
RTUBNT 



t»k€ 



admt 



i 



t 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



